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Opening Song / Canción de Apertura

Cassandra White

We Gather

We Three Kings of Orient Are

From many places
we gather here. This
is a high point of our
week. We see our
friends. We make
new friends. And we
spend time with The
Friend -- the loving
Christ who meets
us, as we are. In this
Sanctuary we worship,
and through worship
the courage within us
is kindled to inspire
courageous living
beyond this place.

We three kings of Orient are;
bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of light,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never,
over us all to reign.
Chorus
Frankincense to offer have I;
incense owns a Deity nigh;
prayer and praising, voices raising,
worshiping God on high.
Chorus
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
Chorus
Glorious now behold him arise;
King and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia,
sounds through the earth and skies.
Chorus
by John Henry Hopkins Jr. and June Boyce-Tillman
© Stainer & Bell Ltd (Admin. by Hope Publishing Company), CCLI# 3255782

Our Community Gathers / Nuestra Communidad Se Reúne
Announcements / Anuncios

Rev. Troy Treash
John Merriwether

+ You are invited to rise in body or spirit. / Usted está invitado a levantarse en cuerpo o espíritu.

+

Exchange of Peace / Saludo de la Paz

Rev. Troy Treash

Gathering Song / Canción de Reunión
Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow
There's a star in the East on Christmas morn
Rise up shepherd and follow
He will lead to the place where Christ was born
Rise up shepherd and follow
Follow, follow, follow, follow
Rise up shepherd and follow
If you take good heed to the angel's words
Rise up shepherd and follow
You'll forget your flocks you'll forget your herds
Rise up shepherd and follow
Follow, follow, follow, follow
Rise up shepherd and follow
arr. by Joseph Joubert
© 2000

Contemporary Word / Lectura Contemporanea

Alex Licata (9am)
Naiyolis Palomo (11am)

Dare to Dream
by Mike Slaughter

Maybe your “crazy” dreams also have a point. I believe our dreams may be the
narrowest crossing between heaven and earth, between spiritual and physical,
between supernatural and natural. Celtic Christians called these crossings “thin
places.” A thin place is where you can almost see to the other side: it’s where the
barrier between natural and supernatural is broken down. In early Christian and
Jewish traditions, people didn’t believe that heaven and earth were far away but
existed right next to each other.

Special Music / Música Especial

Gospel Ensemble
Lead Me, Guide Me

by Doris M. Akers; harm by Richard Smallwood
© 1953

2

+

Scripture Lesson / Lectura Bíblica

Neil Calnan (9 am)
Chelsea McCalla (11am)
Genesis 28:10-13

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed
there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put
it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set
up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending
and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac.’

Anthem / Selección Musical		

Gospel Ensemble
We Are Climbing Jacob's Ladder
Public Domain, CCLI# 100442

Sermon / Sermón

Rev. Vickey Gibbs
Dare to Dream - Discovering Your Birthright

Sermon Response / Respuesta de Sermón		

Joel Hammett

Invitation to Give / Invitación a Dar

Bill O'Rourke (9 am)
Daryl Walton (11am)

Please place your offering in the basket as it is passed or use our new and easy
Text-to-Give method. You can make your donation by texting 281-346-9444. For
example, texting "give 25" will give $25 to the General Fund. Texting "give list 25"
will reply with a list of available funds available for text to give.

Dare To
Dream

God didn’t create us
to sit around waiting
to die so we can leave
Planet Earth and go to
heaven. God created
in each of us a unique
God-dream for
getting more heaven
into Planet Earth. We
need to start living the
life God created us to
live. To do so we need
to dare to dream.
What is your mission
statement for your
life? Is it God-sized?
Join these dreamers—
Magi, Jacob, and
Moses, to see how
their dream found life
with God.
January 5
Discovering your
Birthright
January 12
Finding your
Burning Bush
January 19
Losing Your Big Buts

Offertory / Ofrenda		

Gospel Ensemble
Guide My Feet
Negro Spiritual
Public Domain
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January 26
Planning to Persevere

Prayer of Receiving / Oración de Recepcíon

Communion
As we gather, break
bread, and tell stories
of hope through prayer,
song and ritual in
the practice we call
"communion," we bear
witness that "Life is
stronger than death.
People can change with
God’s help. And God is
worthy of our thanks and
praise." All are welcome
at the table: you do not
need to be a member
of this or any church to
gather as God's children
at the table of Life.

Communion / Comunion

Please honor this time of
sacred community with
singing, quiet meditation
or prayer that we might
each receive the spiritual
nourishment we seek ...

Comunión

Una breve bendición se
ofrece con el pan y el
jugo, al alcance de todos.
Pan sin gluten se ofrece
en el extremo derecho;
bendición españoles
ofrecen en el extremo
izquierdo.

Rev. Troy Treash

If you would like to receive Communion, please follow the invitation of the ushers as
they welcome each row. If you don't wish to receive Communion, feel free to remain
seated. For those that come forward, a server will provide you with bread, grape juice,
and a brief blessing. Unfermented juice is served so that all may participate,
including those in recovery from alcohol. If you wish to receive a Gluten-free wafer or
prefer a blessing in Spanish, please inform the usher so that they may direct you
to the appropriate Communion server.

A brief blessing is
offered with bread and
unfermented juice,
available to all. Glutenfree bread is offered at
the far right; Spanish
blessing offered at the
far left.

Al reunirnos, partir el
pan, y contar historias
de esperanza a través de
la oración, el canto y el
ritual en la práctica que
llamamos "comunión",
damos testimonio de
que "la vida es más
fuerte que la muerte.
Las personas pueden
cambiar con la ayuda de
Dios. Y Dios es digno de
nuestro agradecimiento
y alabanza. "Todos están
invitados a la mesa:
no es necesario ser
miembro de esta iglesia
o cualquier reunir como
hijos de Dios en la mesa
de la Vida.

Annette Boles (9 am)
Cecilia Woolsey (11 am)

Communion Songs / Cantos de Comunión

Kedric Brown

Prayer of Thanksgiving / Acción de Gracias

Rev. Troy Treash

+ Closing Song / Canto de Salida
Holy Ground
We are standing on Holy Ground
And I know that there are angels all around.
Let us praise Jesus now.
We are standing in God's presence on holy ground.
by Geron Davis
© 1983 Meadowgreen Music Company and Songchannel Music

+

Benediction / Bendición

Rev. Vickey Gibbs

+ Postlude / Postludio

Joel Hammett

Por favor respetar este
tiempo de comunidad
sagrada con canto,
la meditación o la
oración silenciosa para
que podamos recibir
cada uno el alimento
espiritual que buscamos.
4

Executive Team
Rev. Troy Treash

Senior Pastor
RevTroy@ResurrectionMCC.org
281-254-8050

Rev. Vickey Gibbs

Associate Pastor
RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

281-254-8007

John Merriwether

Director of Operations
John@ResurrectionMCC.org
281-254-8002

Mark Eggleston

Director of Communications
Mark@ResurrectionMCC.org
281-254-8006

Professional Stipend & Staff
Joel Hammett

Organist & Accompanist

Christy Irvin

Praise Team Director
Christy@ResurrectionMCC.org

Rev. Denise Junious

Spiritual Direction
RevDenise@ResurrectionMCC.org

Debbie Mansfield

Children & Youth Coordinator
Youth@ResurrectionMCC.org

Leon Moody

Sound Engineer
Leon@ResurrectionMCC.org

Sara Navarro

Graphic Designer
Sara@ResurrectionMCC.org

Rev. Ulises Perez

Spanish Language Minister
RevUlises@ResurrectionMCC.org

Steven Shannon

Sanctuary Choir Director
Steven@ResurrectionMCC.org

Cassandra White

Worship Arts Coordinator
Cassandra@ResurrectionMCC.org

Worship | Sunday, 9 & 11 am
Servicio en Español | Domingo, 1:30 pm
Nursery | Sunday, 9 & 11 am
Youth & Teens | Sunday, 11 am
ResurrectionMCC

2025 West 11th St, Houston, Texas 77008
www.ResurrectionMCC.org
713-861-9149

Welcome!

If you are attending Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church for the first time,
we are glad to have you here! We invite you to join us each week as we worship God
and learn more about Christian living in an inclusive way. All are welcome.
Make sure to visit the Concierge Desk, located in our Welcome Area, to receive a
gift from us. You will find friendly volunteer hosts waiting to greet you.

Worship Services

Resurrection MCC is proud to offer variety in our worship services. Our two Sunday
services, at 9 & 11 am, are identical in form, however they contain different elements
from diverse religious traditions each week.

A Special Welcome to First-Time Families!

Our nursery staff would love to meet you, your infants, and your children (1 month - 5
years). The nursery is located in the Children's Center and is open during both of our
Worship services. Children, youth, and teens (5 - 18 years) are invited to participate in
programming held in our Children's Center during our 11 am service. Sign-in begins
at 10:45 am in the Children's Center.

About Us…

Resurrection MCC is a Christian church that follows God's call to justice for all people.
We build on a rich history of social justice for, and on behalf of, lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer people. Since its founding in 1968, Metropolitan Community
Churches have been at the vanguard of civil and human rights movements as an
international advocate for vulnerable people in places where religious orthodoxy,
sexism, transphobia and homophobia can result in violence and death. MCC has
been on the forefront in the struggle towards marriage equality in the US and other
countries worldwide and continues to be a powerful voice in the LGBTQ equality
movement. MCC’s ministry reaches over 43,000 members in over 250 churches in 22
countries worldwide.
Metropolitan Community Churches are on a bold mission to transform hearts, lives,
and history. We are a movement that faithfully proclaims God's inclusive love for all
people and proudly bears witness to the holy integration of spirituality and sexuality.
Because of our faith, we are called to: do justice, show kindness, and live humbly
with God (Micah 6:8); explore life's questions with open hearts and minds; raise our
voices in sacred defiance against exclusion, whether religious, political or systemic;
reach out to those with no hope; equip new generations of remarkable, far-reaching
spiritual activists.
Our MISSION is to demonstrate God’s unconditional love to all people through
Christ-like action.
Our VISION is to boldly experience, engage, and embody our faith to transform
ourselves and the world into the full expression of Christ’s inclusive love.
At Resurrection MCC, every member and friend is a minister of the church. We envision
a Christian community that values diversity and is as diverse and all-encompassing as
creation. Through salvation, service, study, and tithing, each member and friend will
live and grow in faith and be spiritually fed.

Core Values

INCLUSION
Love is our greatest moral value. Inclusion is a primary focus of our ministry. We believe
that all people, as they are and where they are, should be welcomed at God’s table.
COMMUNITY
Our deep desire is to offer a safe and open community for people to worship, learn,
share, and grow in their faith. We are committed to equipping ourselves and each
other to do the work that God has called us to do in the world.
SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION
A message of liberation guides our ministry. We believe that when people are invited
to experience God through the life and ministry of Christ, lives are transformed.
JUSTICE
We are committed to uplifting all people and standing with those who suffer under the
weight of oppressive systems. We are guided by our commitment to global human rights.
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NEW LONG SLEEVE
T-SHIRTS AVAILABLE
IN THE BOOKSTORE

$

10

Daily Devotional
This book contains 365 daily reflections and 12
monthly personal stories. These devotions help
us return to a prayer/devotions practice as the
author shares their own very naked, very funny, very
touching prayers and reflections through life’s ups
and downs. For anyone wanting to have their own
devotional practice beyond their own ambivalence
-- to pray anyway. www.ResurrectionMCC.org/pray

HIV / STD
Daily Devotional

TODAY

Grief Day by Day offers supportive readings and
exercises to help you move through life after
loss, one day at a time. Grief is complex. It is ever
changing and may come to us differently on any
given day. Grief Day by Day offers reflections and
practices that address the day-to-day feelings that
accompany the ever changing process of grief. This
devotional provides supportive, useful guidance
to help you create a life in which peace, and even
gratitude, can coexist with your grief.

10 am - 1 pm • Gathering Place
Free testing for HIV, Syphilis, Hepatitis C, Chlamydia,
and Gonorrhea. Knowing your status is the best way
for you to stay healthy and avoid spreading sexually
transmitted illnesses. Testing is provided by Fort
Bend County Clinical Health Services.
www.facebook.com/FortBendClinic

www.ResurrectionMCC.org/grief
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FRIDAY NIGHT OUT
FRIDAY, JANUARY 10

WEDNESDAYS

7 - 9 pm

JANUARY 8 - FEBRUARY 19

Cleburne Cafeteria

7:30 - 8:30 pm • Gathering Place

3606 Bissonnet St, Houston, Tx 77005
713-667-2386
www.cleburnecafeteria.com

Discover and live out God’s dream for your life. Are
your goals too small? Are you living the “just get
by” plan? Or is there a greater “God dream” for you
that, if lived to the fullest, could permeate and inform
every move you make? Dare to Dream is a startling
and inspiring program that draws on the Bible to help
us discern God’s dream for us and learn to live it out,
prayerfully and enthusiastically.

Join us for another Friday evening filled with food, fun
and friends. To help ensure that we have adequate
seating, we ask that you please RSVP and let us know
if you will be attending. As always, friends and family
(including children) are welcome!

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

FridayNightOUT@ResurrectionMCC.org

SOCIAL

CAMPUS

CARE TEAM

MEETING

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8
11 am - 1 pm • Gathering Place

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14

Seniors and Silhouettes with Soleil
Our OWLS will enjoy a fun time creating a unique
piece of artwork with the artist Soleil. The artist will
provide pre-sketched canvases, paints, brushes,
aprons and more... you provide the drinks, food &
friends. This is a free event for the OWLS. Our artist,
Soleil, will assist in making this event simple and fun,
even for people who have never painted before!

6 - 7 pm • Conference Room

The Campus Care Team is responsible for assessing
the ever-changing conditions on our campus and
grounds. We meet monthly to plan and execute
much needed maintenance projects in and around
our church home. All are welcome to attend this
meeting and see if this ministry is a fit for your Spirit!

Pre-registration is required at
www ResurrectionMCC.org/seniors to ensure
we'll have enough canvases. Questions to
RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

John@ResurrectionMCC.org
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LA CASA DE TODOS
SERVICIO Y ESTUDIO BÍBLICO
EN ESPAÑOL

CAMPUS CARE DAY

(SPANISH WORSHIP & BIBLE STUDY)

DOMINGOS

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25

1:30 - 3 pm • Santuario

9 am - 1 pm • Welcome Area

Gather in community to help us care for God's house!
When you arrive you'll have an opportunity to choose
from a variety of indoor and outdoor tasks that vary each
month. Projects like landscaping, gardening, painting,
and maintaining are frequently offered. We'll complete
our work by Noon and then meet in the Gathering Place
to share a prayer of gratitude and continue expressing
the joy of community over a shared meal. You may RSVP
(or just show up!) or send any dietary requirements to

¿Te gustaría conocer más sobre la Biblia? ¿Quieres
conocer el mensaje de Dios para tu vida? ¿Sabes que
Dios te ama, sin importar a quién ames? El propósito será
que por medio de clases dinámicas y prácticas podamos
llegar al conocimiento de las verdades espirituales de
una manera sencilla, para poder entender, practicar y
vivir en la conciencia de que Dios nos ama y no rechaza a
nadie por su orientación o por ser diferentes. Buscamos
llegar a la comunidad TLGBQ+ Latina, para ir formando
una comunidad de fe que responda a sus necesidades
y en su propio idioma.

John@ResurrectionMCC.org.

RevUlises@ResurrectionMCC.org

Estudio
Bíblico
en Espanol

How Black
Mothers Say
I Love You

Jueves

7 - 8:30 pm
Sala de Reuniones
Dios nos ama por igual no es sólo un libro, es una invitación
para aprender y conversar juntos sobre la orientación
sexual en el contexto de nuestras familias e iglesias. Es
tiempo de verter luz sobre lo que antes se ha mantenido
en oscuridad y secreto. Hay que encender una chispa de
entendimiento para ayudar a familias y comunidades a
crecer y a vivir juntos reclamando nuestra fe profunda que
Dios nos ama, a cada uno por igual. Leerlo y comience un
diálogo. Compártalo en su iglesia. Use el recurso, Dios
nos ama por igual para reforzar su familia y comunidad
cristiana y para tener un mejor entendimiento sobre la
orientación sexual.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24
7 - 9 pm • Worship Arts Room

Hard-working Daphne left her two young daughters
in Jamaica for six years to create a better life for them
in America. Now thirty years later, proud and private,
Daphne is relying on church and her nearby dutiful
daughter to face a health crisis. But when feisty activist
Claudette arrives unexpectedly from far away to help
out, her arrival stirs up the buried past, family ghosts
and the burning desire for unconditional love before it’s
too late. RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

RevUlises@ResurrectionMCC.org
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Creating a Welcoming
Space for Everyone
Resurrection MCC is committed to creating a positive
environment for our congregation.

FOOD
pantry

Inclusion and Community are two of the fundamental
values of Resurrection MCC. Sexual harassment and other
forms of violence strike at the heart of both. Harassment,
violence, and bigotry create feelings of fear, uneasiness,
humiliation, and discomfort. They are expressions of
perceived power and superiority by the harasser over
another person. Sometimes, even when our actions are not
intentionally hurtful, what we say and do can hurt others or
make them feel uncomfortable.
Sexual harassment is a form of sexual violence. Sexual
harassment and sexual violence is any unwanted attention
of a sexual nature, including:

Our Food Pantry, operated by Pride Charities, is in need of
unexpired food donations every Sunday. Please consider
bringing a few items on Sunday and placing them in
the wagon located near the Welcome Center. You may
make a cash donation by writing your check to "Pride
Charities" and placing it in the Sunday offering plate.
Financial donations are also accepted online at www.
Pride-Charities.org. Your continued generosity provides
life-sustaining nourishment to the families we serve.
Volunteers are needed to help with food distribution.
If you would like to sign up to volunteer once a month,
please email Info@Pride-Charities.org.

281-346-9444

•

Remarks about appearance or personal life

•

Unwanted flirtations or advances

•

Offensive written or visual depictions like graffiti or
degrading pictures

•

Touching someone without their permission (groping,
grabbing, hugging, petting, biting)

•

Unwanted sexual demands, pressure, propositions, or
requests for sexual activities

•

Graphic comments about an individual’s body or dress

•

Verbal abuse, including sexual insults and name calling

•

Rewards for granting sexual favors or the withholding
of rewards for refusing to grant sexual favors

•

Sexual assault, rape, and sexual violence

Many Resurrection MCC attendees create and build social
and sexual relationships with one another. We want to
remind you that if you are considering engaging in sexual
relationships, consent is essential. Please be sure that all
involved have similar expectations and engage in safe
sexual practices. Free HIV & STD testing is provided by
Fort Bend County Health Services on the first Sunday of
each month from 10 am - 2 pm in the Gathering Place.
Female and male condoms are available in our restrooms.
Resurrection MCC is proud to host a beautiful and diverse
LGBTQ and allied community where vibrant diversity in
sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression
is welcome. It is all our responsibility to ensure that each
member of our LGBTQ and ally family feels welcome and
affirmed.

Simply text your donation amount to
281-346-9444. You'll only need to enter
your payment card details the first time you
give. After that, simply enter the amount
and you're done. It's that easy!

Thank you for your help in ensuring that Resurrection
MCC is an environment where all worshippers feel
safe, comfortable, and celebrated as members of our
extended family. If you experience sexual harassment
or violence or feel threatened, please contact
Sharri McGlauthing, member of our Board of Director,
at Sharri@ResurrectionMCC.org, or you may leave a
voicemail at 281-254-8025. Communications will be kept
confidential.
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IN.formation
SECOND AND FOURTH MONDAYS
Chapel • 7 - 8:30 pm

7 – 7:45 pm • Transgender, Gender Fluid, Gender Expansive
7 – 7:45 pm • Spouses and Significant Others
7:45 – 8:30 pm • Combined Group Meeting

IN.formation is a peer support group focused on
creating a gender inclusive community for transgender,
gender fluid, and gender expansive individuals, spouses
and significant others.
For more information, please contact
IN.formation@ResurrectionMCC.org
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This Week @
ResurrectionMCC.org

This schedule lists open offerings for which all are invited to
participate. This is not a comprehensive list of all events on campus.

SUNDAY

JANUARY 5

9:00 am
11:00 am
10:15 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
12:30 pm
1:30 pm

Worship Service
HIV/STD Testing
Coffee Talk
Worship Service
Coffee Talk
Brunch Buddies
La Casa De Todos Servicio

Sanctuary
Gathering Place
Gathering Place
Sanctuary
Gathering Place
Welcome Area
Santuario

6:30 pm

Toastmasters

Gathering Place

MONDAY
TUESDAY
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Praise Team Rehearsal
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
Gospel Ensemble Rehearsal
Narcotics Anonymous

WEDNESDAY
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

JANUARY 9

140 S. Heights Blvd., Houston, TX 77007
713-864-8080 • chatterscafe.com

TODAY • 12:30 PM
Whether you're a long-time congregant or a
first-time visitor, consider yourself invited to
become a Brunch Buddy!
BrunchBuddies@ResurrectionMCC.org

PRAYER CENTER

Friday Night Out
Off Campus
Narcotics Anonymous (en Español)
Chapel

JANUARY 11

Overeaters Anonymous

SUNDAY
9:00 am
10:15 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
12:30 pm
1:30 pm

JANUARY 8

Chatters Cafe

JANUARY 10

SATURDAY
9:30 am

Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Worship Arts Room
Chapel

re:MIND
Chapel Conf Rm & Bookstore
La Casa de Todos Rehearsal
Chapel
Estudio Bíblico (en Español)
Sala de Reuniones

FRIDAY
7:00 pm
8:00 pm

JANUARY 7

Overeaters Anonymous
Chapel
Dare to Dream
Gathering Place
Narcotics Anonymous (en Español)
Chapel

THURSDAY
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm

JANUARY 6

NEXT WEEK: BERRYHILL

Chapel

JANUARY 12
Worship Service
Coffee Talk
Worship Service
Coffee Talk
Brunch Buddies
La Casa De Todos Servicio

Sanctuary
Gathering Place
Sanctuary
Gathering Place
Welcome Area
Santuario

Resurrection MCC is a Gun-Free Zone
Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with a concealed
handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code
(handgun licensing law), may not enter this property with a concealed handgun.
Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder with an openly
carried handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government
Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this property with a handgun that is
carried openly.
If you see something, say something! If you see someone with a gun or any
weapon, please notify an usher, board member, or staff member immediately.

Open Sundays through Thursdays
Prayer concerns placed on the Prayer Tree will remain on
the tree for a season and then will be ritually offered up to
God by the Pastoral Care Ministry. Prayer requests placed
in the Prayer Box will be prayed over by the Pastoral Care
Ministers immediately after worship. If you or a loved
one is in the hospital or are unable to attend and would
like to have a visit from a Pastoral Care Minister, please
email PastoralCare@ResurrectionMCC.org. If you have
an emergency prayer need, please leave a message at
281-254-8007 and it will be forwarded to the prayer team.

