April 2, 2017
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Opening Song / Canción de Apertura

Searching
for Sunday

Since Your Love
You are my life, song in the night. You always lead me, You are the voice inside.
You are my love, no one before You. All that I am points to You. All that I am points to You.
You are my life, song in the night. You always lead me, You are the voice inside.
You are my love, no one before You. All that I am points to You.
I was made by You. I was made for You.
I am unfulfilled, Without full communion.
I was made by You. I was made for You.
I am unfulfilled, Without full communion.
Since Your love got a hold of me, Since Your love got a hold of me,
I'm a new creation. I'm forever changed.
Since Your love got a hold of me, Since Your love got a hold of me,
I'm a new creation. I'm forever changed.
Since Your love got a hold of me, Since Your love got a hold of me,
I'm a new creation. I'm forever changed.
Since Your love got a hold of me, Since Your love got a hold of me,
I'm a new creation. I'm forever changed.
Instrumental Break
In You is all I need, You're my breath,
You're my life, You're my ev'rything.
In You is all I need, You're my breath,
You're my life, You're my ev'rything.
In You is all I need, You're my breath,
You're my life, You're my ev'rything.
In You is all I need, You're my breath,
You're my life, You're my ev'rything.
by Chris McClarney and Anthony Skinner
© 2008 Thankyou Music, Out of the Cave Music, and Integrity's Alleluia! Music, CCLI# 5337172

Our Community Gathers / Nuestra Communidad Se Reúne

Rev. Vickey Gibbs

Announcements / Anuncios

+

Exchange of Peace / Saludo de la Paz

Mark Eggleston
Rev. Vickey Gibbs

+ You are invited to rise in body or spirit. / De pie por favor.

Like millions of her
millennial peers,
Rachel Held Evans
didn't want to go
to church anymore.
The hypocrisy,
the politics, the
gargantuan building
budgets, the
scandals--church
culture seemed so
far removed from
Jesus. Yet, despite
her cynicism
and misgivings,
something kept
drawing her back to
church. And so she
set out on a journey
to understand
church and to find
her place in it.
Thus we will explore
Searching for
Sunday through
the lens of the
sacraments. Evans
says the sacraments
are the tent pegs
anchoring her little
tabernacle of a story
to the ground. She
chose them because
they have something
of a universal
quality, for even
in churches that
are not expressly
sacramental,
the truths of the
sacraments are
generally shared.
(continued on page 2)

Join us as we go
Searching for
Sunday through the
sacraments.

Gathering Song / Canción de Reunión
Your Love Never Fails

The church listens
(confession).
March 12

You stay the same through the ages;
Your love never changes.
There may be pain in the night,
But joy comes in the morning.
And when the oceans rage,
I don't have to be afraid
Because I know that You love me.
Your love never fails.

The church calls
(holy orders and
marriage).
March 19

You make all things work together for my good.
You make all things work together for my good.
You make all things work together for my good.
You make all things work together for my good.

The church
welcomes
(confirmation).
March 26

You stay the same through the ages;
Your love never changes.
There may be pain in the night,
But joys comes in the morning.
And when the oceans rage,
I don't have to be afraid
Because I know that you love me.
Your love never fails.

The church anoints
(anointing of the sick).
March 5

The church feeds
(communion).
April 2
The church loves
(baptism).
April 9

by Chris McClarney and Anthony Skinner
© 2008 Thankyou Music, Out of the Cave Music, and Integrity's Alleluia! Music, CCLI# 5337172

Contemporary Word / Lectura Contemporanea

Georgette L. Monaghan

Searching for Sunday, by Rachel Held Evans
The first thing the world knew about Christians was that they ate together.
At the beginning of each week they gathered—rich and poor, slaves and free, Jews
and Gentiles, women and men—to celebrate the day the whole world changed,
to toast to resurrection. While each community worshipped a bit differently, it
appears most practiced communion by enjoying a full meal together, with special
prayers of thanksgiving, or eucharisteo, for the bread and wine." They remembered
Jesus with food, stories, laughter, tears, debate, discussion, and cleanup. They
thanked God not only for the bread that came from the earth, but also for the
Bread that came from heaven to nourish the whole world. According to church
historians, the focus of these early communion services was not on Jesus' death,
but rather on Jesus' friendship, his presence made palpable among his followers
by the tastes, sounds, and smells he loved.
One: In these human words God’s voice is heard.
All: Amen.

Children's Blessing / Benedición de los Ninós (11 am)

Special Music / Música Especial
I Walked Today Where Jesus Walks
by Gloria Gaither and Greg Nelson
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Shannon Hall

Joel Palomares

+ Scripture Lesson / Lectura Bíblica

Marty Williams

1 Corinthians 11: 23-26
I have already told you what the Rabbi Jesus did on the night he was betrayed. And
it came from the Teacher himself.
He took some bread in his hands. Then after he had given thanks, he broke it and
said, “This is my body, which is given for you. Eat this and remember me.”
After the meal, Jesus took a cup of wine in his hands and said, “This is my blood,
and with it God makes a new agreement with you. Drink this and remember me.”
Jesus meant that when you eat this bread and drink from this cup, you tell about his
life and death until he comes.
One: This is the word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God. Amen.

Anthem / Selección Musical

Gospel Ensemble
Same Love

by Mary Lambert

Sermon / Sermón

Rev. Troy Treash
Searching for Sunday: Communion

Moment of Reflection / Momento de Reflexión

Mark C. Brown

We Offer Ourselves / Nos Ofrecemos

Jax Aguilera

Invitation to Give / Invitación a dar

Mark C. Brown

You may also give by credit or debit card at the Welcome Center Kiosk
or by texting GOTLOVE + AMOUNT to 73256.

Offertory / Ofrenda		

Gospel Ensemble
Standin'

by Patrick Lundy
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Communion
As we gather, break
bread, and tell stories
of hope through prayer,
song and ritual in
the practice we call
"communion," we bear
witness that "Life is
stronger than death.
People can change with
God’s help. And God is
worthy of our thanks and
praise." All are welcome
at the table: you do not
need to be a member
of this or any church to
gather as God's children
at the table of Life.
A brief blessing is
offered with bread and
unfermented juice,
available to all. Glutenfree bread is offered at
the far right; Spanish
blessing offered at the
far left.
Please honor this time of
sacred community with
singing, quiet meditation
or prayer that we might
each receive the spiritual
nourishment we seek ...

Comunión

Al reunirnos, partir el
pan, y contar historias
de esperanza a través de
la oración, el canto y el
ritual en la práctica que
llamamos "comunión",
damos testimonio de
que "la vida es más
fuerte que la muerte.
Las personas pueden
cambiar con la ayuda de
Dios. Y Dios es digno de
nuestro agradecimiento
y alabanza. "Todos están
invitados a la mesa:
no es necesario ser
miembro de esta iglesia
o cualquier reunir como
hijos de Dios en la mesa
de la Vida.
Una breve bendición se
ofrece con el pan y el
jugo, al alcance de todos.
Pan sin gluten se ofrece
en el extremo derecho;
bendición españoles
ofrecen en el extremo
izquierdo.
Por favor respetar este
tiempo de comunidad
sagrada con canto,
la meditación o la
oración silenciosa para
que podamos recibir
cada uno el alimento
espiritual que buscamos.

Prayer of Receiving / Oración de Recepcíon

Communion / Comunión

Mark C. Brown

Rev. Vickey Gibbs
Rev. Troy Treash

Communion Songs / Cantos de Comunión
Here I Am to Worship
by Tim Hughes

Here I Am, Lord

by Craig Courtney and Dan Schutte

I Surrender All

by Judson Wheeler Van DeVenter and Winfield Scott Weeden

Prayer of Thanksgiving / Acción de Gracias

Rev. Vickey Gibbs

+ Closing Song / Canto de Salida		
Oh Give Thanks
Oh give thanks unto the Lord, For God is good, yes God is good.
Oh give thanks unto the Lord, For God is good, yes God is good.
For God is worthy, worthy, For God is good, yes God is good,
For God is worthy, worthy, For God is good, yes God is good.
Oh give thanks unto the Lord, For God is good, yes God is good.
Oh give thanks unto the Lord, For God is good, yes God is good.
For God is worthy, worthy, For God is good, yes God is good,
For God is worthy, worthy, For God is good, yes God is good.
Oh give thanks unto the Lord, For God is good, yes God is good.
Oh give thanks unto the Lord, For God is good, yes God is good.
For God is worthy, worthy, For God is good, yes God is good,
For God is worthy, worthy, For God is good, yes God is good,
For God is good, yes God is good. For God is good, yes God is good.
Words and Music by Judith Christie-McCallister

+ Benediction / Bendición

Rev. Troy Treash

+ Postlude / Postludio		
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Worship | Sunday, 9 & 11 am
Children & Youth Worship | Sunday, 11 am
Nursery | Sunday, 9 & 11 am
ResurrectionMCC

2025 West 11th St, Houston, Texas 77008
www.ResurrectionMCC.org
713-861-9149

Welcome!

If you are attending Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church for the first time,
we are glad to have you here! We invite you to join us each week as we worship God
and learn more about Christian living in an inclusive way. All are welcome.
Make sure to visit the Concierge Desk, located in our Welcome Area, to receive a
gift from us. You will find friendly volunteer hosts waiting to greet you.

Worship Services

Resurrection MCC is proud to offer variety in our worship services. Our two Sunday
services, at 9 & 11 am, are identical in form, however they contain different elements
from diverse religious traditions each week.

A Special Welcome to First-Time Families!

Our nursery staff would love to meet you and your infants & children aged one month
through three years! The nursery is located to the right of the Sanctuary entrance and
is open during both the 9 & 11 am services.
Children and youth aged 4 - 12 years are invited to join our Youth Ministries Program
during the 11 am service in the Activities Building (located across the breezeway from
our Sanctuary building). During the 11 am Worship service, children will be invited to
the front of the Sanctuary for a brief blessing, and volunteers will then escort them to
the Activities Building.

About Us…

Resurrection MCC is a Christian church that follows God's call to justice for all people.
We build on a rich history of social justice for, and on behalf of, lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer people. Since its founding in 1968, Metropolitan Community
Churches have been at the vanguard of civil and human rights movements as an
international advocate for vulnerable people in places where religious orthodoxy,
sexism, transphobia and homophobia can result in violence and death. MCC has
been on the forefront in the struggle towards marriage equality in the US and other
countries worldwide and continues to be a powerful voice in the LGBTQ equality
movement. MCC’s ministry reaches over 43,000 members in over 250 churches in 22
countries worldwide.
Metropolitan Community Churches are on a bold mission to transform hearts, lives,
and history. We are a movement that faithfully proclaims God's inclusive love for all
people and proudly bears witness to the holy integration of spirituality and sexuality.
Because of our faith we are called to: do justice, show kindness, and live humbly
with God (Micah 6:8); explore life's questions with open hearts and minds; raise our
voices in sacred defiance against exclusion, whether religious, political or systemic;
reach out to those with no hope; equip new generations of remarkable, far-reaching
spiritual activists.
Our MISSION is to demonstrate God’s unconditional love to all people through
Christ-like action.
Our VISION is to boldly experience, engage, and embody our faith to transform
ourselves and the world into the full expression of Christ’s inclusive love.
At Resurrection MCC, every member and friend is a minister of the church. We envision
a Christian community that values diversity and is as diverse and all-encompassing as
creation. Through salvation, service, study, and tithing, each member and friend will
live and grow in faith and be spiritually fed.

Core Values

INCLUSION
Love is our greatest moral value. Inclusion is a primary focus of our ministry. We believe
that all people, as they are and where they are, should be welcomed at God’s table.
COMMUNITY
Our deep desire is to offer a safe and open community for people to worship, learn,
share, and grow in their faith. We are committed to equipping ourselves and each
other to do the work that God has called us to do in the world.
SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION
A message of liberation guides our ministry. We believe that when people are invited
to experience God through the life and ministry of Christ, lives are transformed.
JUSTICE
We are committed to uplifting all people and standing with those who suffer under the
weight of oppressive systems. We are guided by our commitment to global human rights.
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Celebrating Our Past.

OFLOVEIN

ACTION

Embracing Our Future.

Dear Members and Friends,
Did you know that Resurrection MCC will soon be 45 years old?!
We’re gearing up for a big celebration next month, and we want to include you. Your interest in and
support of this church means so much as we strive for justice for all people, extend a hand to those in
need, and maintain our sacred place of worship.
Your presence helps personify our mission “to demonstrate God’s unconditional love to all people
through Christ-like action.”
We’d like to ask that you prayerfully consider making a special commemorative contribution in honor
of Resurrection MCC’s 45th anniversary commitment to love our home, love our neighbor, and love
our world. You may make this gift online at www.ResurrectionMCC.org/45. If you prefer, you may
complete an Anniversary Offering card (available at Sanctuary entrances) and place it, along with your
gift, in the offering plate on Sunday, April 30, or return it to the church office.
Achieving our $75,000 goal for this special Anniversary Offering will continue to keep our intentions
in line with our core values. We have much work to do in the year ahead and with your help, we will
succeed.
Thank you in advance for your consideration and generosity. May God’s richest blessings be yours
today and always.
In celebration,
Board of Directors
Resurrection MCC

Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church • 2025 West 11th Street, Houston TX 77008
www.ResurrectionMCC.org • 713-861-9149
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Rainbow FRIDAY NIGHT OUT
Families
Seminar

Presented by
The Family Tree Collaborative

FRIDAY • 7 - 9 pm

TODAY

APRIL 14

1 - 3 pm • Gathering Place

Cavatore Italian Restaurant

Please join us for a presentation and discussion
on Foster Care, Foster to Adopt, CPS Adoptions,
Private Adoptions, Fertility Planning, and Legal
Considerations for Parents. Light refreshments will
be served.

2120 Ella Blvd, Houston 77008
www.cavatores.com • 713-869-6622

The Family Tree Collaborative is a group of
professionals that provide family planning
information to the public. Their goal is to provide
information on the wide range of options for those
who are seeking to create or expand their families.

Join us for another Friday evening filled with food, fun
and friends. To help ensure that we have adequate
seating, we ask that you please RSVP and let us know
if you will be attending. As always, friends and family
(including children) are welcome!

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

FridayNightOUT@ResurrectionMCC.org

Immigrants Rights Forum with
ACLU & Texas Organizing

FIRST SUNDAYS

TODAY

SUNDAY

APRIL 9

10 am - 1 pm • Gathering Place
Free testing for HIV (results in 60 seconds) & Syphilis
(results in 2 weeks). Knowing your status is the best
way for you to stay healthy and avoid spreading
sexually transmitted illnesses. Get tested and take
control. Testing provided by Fort Bend County
Clinical Health Services.

1 - 2:30 pm • Gathering Place
Discussion about Immigrants Rights as they stand
in Texas. Presenters will be from the ACLU of Texas
and the Texas Organizing Project.

www.facebook.com/FortBendClinic

Justice@ResurrectionMCC.org
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Faith Climate Action Week
SPEAKER & DISCUSSION
SUNDAY

APRIL 23

WEDNESDAY

APRIL 15

1 - 2:30 pm • Gathering Place
Now in its seventh year, and with the help of people
like you, the FCAW has reached close to 2-million
people. In honor of the pledge made as a nation
along with the rest of the world in Paris to limit global
warming to no more than 1.5 degrees Celsius, we
will be focusing on ways we can green our facilities
and homes, take action locally, and advocate
nationally for positive steps towards a sustainable,
100% renewable energy future.

11:30 am - 1:30 pm • Gathering Place
Join us for fun, food, and fellowship with our Older
Wiser Leaders Serving (OWLS). Bring your favorite
covered dish. Make new friends, and enjoy games,
crafts, great conversation, fellowship, and just plain
fun.
OWLS@ResurrectionMCC.org

Justice@ResurrectionMCC.org

SECOND THURSDAYS

APRIL 20

The Light Between Oceans
by M. L. Stedman

THIRD SATURDAYS

APRIL 15

6:30 - 8 pm • Conference Room

Book clubs have become a popular way for readers
to discuss books in an informal setting. Join us as we
dive in and discuss a different book each month. Books
available in Inspirations bookstore.

9 am - 1 pm • Gathering Place
During All Church Work Days, we get together to
love on, clean up, organize, and maintain our church.
Join us at 9 am in the Welcome Area to choose an
indoor or outdoor project. Lunch and laughs will be
held in the Gathering Place from Noon - 1 pm.

MAY 11
Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People
by Nadia Bolz-Weber
JUNE 8
Untethered Soul: The Journey Beyond Yourself
by Michael A. Singer

Shiv@ResurrectionMCC.org

Angela@ResurrectionMCC.org
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THURSDAY,
APRIL 27
7 - 9 pm • El Tiempo Cantina

Depression and Bipolar
Support Alliance Houston

Dining Out for Life is an annual dining fundraising
event that raises money for AIDS service organizations
across the country. Since 1991, Dining Out for Life has
been produced by HIV/AIDS service organizations in
order to raise funds for their local communities.

THURSDAYS

2814 Navigation Blvd, Houston 77003

7 - 8:30 pm • Workroom

Free and confidential support group for individuals
living with, or family and friends affected by, depression and bipolar disorders. We help individuals,
family members, and friends understand these two
difficult, yet treatable, mental disorders. In addition,
DBSA works to educate the public about depression
and bipolar disorders, confront social stigma, and
advocate for the rights of people living with mental
disorders.

A portion of the proceeds from Dining Out for Life will
help support AIDS Foundation Houston’s programs
and services that support thousands of people living
with HIV/AIDS here in our community.
Please RSVP (www.ResurrectionMCC.org/dofl) to
ensure plenty of seating is available for all who would
like to attend. Each year, this is one of our largest
community gatherings with 75-100 attending.

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

Mark@ResurrectionMCC.org

FOOD PANTRY

Miss Your Face
in This Place

April: Cans of Corn, Green Beans, Peas
Our Food Pantry, operated by Pride Charities, is in
need of unexpired food donations every Sunday.
Please consider bringing a few items on Sunday and
placing them in the shopping basket located in the
Welcome Center. You may make a cash donation by
writing your check to "Pride Charities" and placing
it in the Sunday offering plate. Financial donations
are also accepted online at www.Pride-Charities.org.
Your continued generosity provides life-sustaining
nourishment to the families we serve. Volunteers are
needed to help with food distribution. If you would
like to sign up to volunteer once a month, please
email Info@Pride-Charities.org.

As ministers of Resurrection MCC, we have an
exciting new way to reach out to those you have
been missing in Worship. Located in the Santuary,
there is a wooden box with cards and pens that you
can use to write down the name of someone you
haven't seen in a few weeks. Then, we'll send an
email to let them know they are missed. We'll even
include a brief message, if you'd like. Thank you for
helping to demonstrate God's love.
Angela@ResurrectionMCC.org
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45TH ANNIVERSARY

YOGA

CONNECTIONS
An Art Auction will be held in conjunction with
our church’s 45th Anniversary Gala on April 29.
We are calling on artists, as well as individual
owners, to donate pieces of their art for the
auction.

Instructors Alternate Weekly:
Darrin Brindle, Robin Mack,
and Special Guests

TUESDAYS

Photographs, paintings, and vases have been
donated already. The starting bids for donated
items should be between $100 and $300. The
donor may also select an LGBT-related nonprofit
to receive 10% of the winning bid. The pieces
must be received by the church before April 8.
Questions to Art@ResurrectionMCC.org

7 - 8 pm | Activities Building
Please bring water and towel. Yoga mats available
to borrow. Beginner to Intermediate skill levels.

Details & RSVP:
Yoga@ResurrectionMCC.org

Celebrating Your Birthday!

IN.formation is a peer led support group focused
on creating a gender inclusive community for
transgender and gender non-conforming individuals,
spouses and partners.

We would like to send you birthday greetings on your
special day so please take a moment to complete your
profile in ACS so that we are able to celebrate your
birthday with you. It is easy to do. Just go to our Web
site at www.ResurrectionMCC.org click on the "My
Journey" logo and create or update your profile.

Support Meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Monday
from 7:00 to 8:30 pm
7:00 pm to 7:45 pm Transgender/GNC Support
7:00 pm to 7:45 pm Spouses and Partners Support
7:45 pm to 8:30 pm Both groups meet together

For YTD Ended March 26, 2017

General Fund Giving Report 		
General Offerings
Fundraising*
Events/Leases
Total Income
Variance
Attendance
Worship
Programming
Total Weekly Attendance

Anticipated
$180,346.20
$2,000.00
$46,473.00
$228,819.20
Week Ended
311
406
717

Actual
$166,641.94
$3,190.00
$26,564.91

$196,396.85
($32,422.35)
YTD Average
354
414
768

* In 2017, the anticipated fundraising amount will be adjusted according to
the actual dates when the fundraising events occur.
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Ministry Plan Need is the
weekly amount needed
per the budget approved
by the congregation to
achieve our 2016 ministry
plan goals and strategic
growth initiatives.

This Week @
ResurrectionMCC.org

This schedule lists open offerings for which all are
invited to participate. This is not a comprehensive list of all events on campus.

SUNDAY
9:00 am
10:00 am
10:15 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
12:30 pm
1:00 pm
1:00 pm
1:30 pm

APRIL 2
Worship Service
HIV/STD Testing
Coffee Talk
Worship Service
Generation Faith Teens
Coffee Talk
Brunch Buddies
The Great Spiritual Migration
Rainbow Families Seminar
Devotion in Motion

Sanctuary
Gathering Place
Gathering Place
Sanctuary
Activities Building
Gathering Place
Welcome Area
Work Room
Gathering Place
Sanctuary

MONDAY
6:30 pm

APRIL 3

Toastmasters

Gathering Place

TUESDAY
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

APRIL 4

Gospel Ensemble Rehearsal
Music Room
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
Sanctuary
Narcotics Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
Yoga
Activities Building

WEDNESDAY
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

FRIDAY

APRIL 6

Depression Bipolar Support Group
YAASS Covenant Bible Study

OFFICE CLOSED

SATURDAY OFFICE CLOSED

SUNDAY
9:00 am
10:15 am
11:00 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
12:30 pm
1:00 pm
1:00 pm
7:00 pm

After Worship
Gathering Place

Coffee Talk is an opportunity to make friends over
conversation and breakfast snacks every Sunday!
We hope you will find this as a great way to meet
new friends and reconnect with those you already
know. We are in need of finger foods each Sunday.
Please consider bringing and sharing your favorite
sweet or savory dish at Coffee Talk. Contact
Shiv@ResurrectionMCC.org with questions or offerings.

Overeaters Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
Searching for Sunday
Gathering Place

Work Room
Chapel

APRIL 7

No Events Scheduled

9:30 am
11:00 am

Every Sunday

APRIL 5

THURSDAY
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

COFFEE TALK

APRIL 8

Overeaters Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
YAASS Planning Team
Gathering Place

APRIL 9
Palm Sunday Worship Service
Sanctuary
Coffee Talk
Gathering Place
Palm Sunday Worship Service
Sanctuary
Generation Faith Teens
Activities Building
Coffee Talk
Gathering Place
Brunch Buddies
Welcome Area
The Great Spiritual Migration
Work Room
Immigrants Rights Forum
Gathering Place
The Mankind Support Group
Chapel

NEXT WEEK: APPLEBEE'S

BRUNCH

BUDDIES
TODAY • 12:30 PM
Luby's

1414 Waugh Dr, Houston 77019,
www.lubys.com • 713-528-0880
Join us at a nearby restaurant every Sunday. The
restaurant name and address will be printed in this
location in the bulletin each week. Whether you're
a long-time congregant or a first-time visitor,
consider yourself invited to become a Brunch
Buddy! Hosts: Larry Lopez and Bill Schwaiger
Angela@ResurrectionMCC.org

