March 12, 2017

+

Opening Song / Canción de Apertura

Searching
for Sunday

We Are the Church Alive
We are the Church Alive, Christ's presence on this earth;
We give God's Spirit body in the act of our new birth.
As yielded open channels for God's descending dove,
We shout and sing, with joy we bring God's all inclusive love.
We are the Church Alive, Our faith has set us free;
No more enslaved by guilt and shame we live our liberty!
We follow Christ's example and freedom now proclaim,
Destroying myths of doubt and fear in Jesus' mighty name.
We are the Church Alive, All praise to God on high.
Creator, Savior, Comforter, we laud and magnify.
Your name, Almighty God of love; Pray, give us life that we
May be your Church, the Church Alive, for all eternity.
by Jack St. John and David Pelletier
© 1980 Jack St. John and David Pelletier

Our Community Gathers / Nuestra Communidad Se Reúne

Mark C. Brown

Announcements / Anuncios

Mark Eggleston

+

Exchange of Peace / Saludo de la Paz

Mark C. Brown

+

Gathering Song / Canción de Reunión
Your Love Never Fails
You stay the same through the ages;
Your love never changes.
There may be pain in the night,
But joy comes in the morning.
And when the oceans rage,
I don't have to be afraid
Because I know that You love me.
Your love never fails.
You make all things work together for my good.
You make all things work together for my good.
You make all things work together for my good.
You make all things work together for my good.
+ You are invited to rise in body or spirit. / De pie por favor.

Like millions of her
millennial peers,
Rachel Held Evans
didn't want to go
to church anymore.
The hypocrisy,
the politics, the
gargantuan building
budgets, the
scandals--church
culture seemed so
far removed from
Jesus. Yet, despite
her cynicism
and misgivings,
something kept
drawing her back to
church. And so she
set out on a journey
to understand
church and to find
her place in it.
Thus we will explore
Searching for
Sunday through
the lens of the
sacraments. Evans
says the sacraments
are the tent pegs
anchoring her little
tabernacle of a story
to the ground. She
chose them because
they have something
of a universal
quality, for even
in churches that
are not expressly
sacramental,
the truths of the
sacraments are
generally shared.
(continued on page 2)

Join us as we go
Searching for
Sunday through the
sacraments.

You stay the same through the ages;
Your love never changes.
There may be pain in the night,
But joys comes in the morning.
And when the oceans rage,
I don't have to be afraid
Because I know that you love me.
Your love never fails.

The church anoints
(anointing of the sick).
March 5
The church listens
(confession).
March 12

by Chris McClarney and Anthony Skinner
© 2008 Thankyou Music, Out of the Cave Music, and Integrity's Alleluia! Music, CCLI# 5337172

The church calls
(holy orders and
marriage).
March 19

Contemporary Word / Lectura Contemporanea
Searching for Sunday, by Rachel Held Evans

The church
welcomes
(confirmation).
March 26

We are made of stardust, the scientists say—the iron in our blood, the
calcium in our bones, and the chlorine in our skin forged in the furnaces of
ancient stars whose explosions scattered the elements across the galaxy. From the
ashes grew new stars, and around one of them, a system of planets and asteroids
and moons. A cluster of dust coalesced to form the earth, and life emerged from
the detritus of eight-billion year-old deaths.

The church feeds
(communion).
April 2

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust.

The church loves
(baptism).
April 9

In the creation story of Genesis, God shaped man out of the dust of the earth
and animated him with divine breath. God placed the man in a garden by a river
and taught him to tend it. When God saw that man needed a partner in this work,
God created woman and together the pair learned how to be alive: to plant and
prune, to laugh and make love, to crack open sticky pomegranates and dig dirt
out from under their fingernails, to recognize the distinct melodies of the birds
and to walk with God in the cool of the day. They lived in the shade of the Tree of
Life and were naked and unashamed.
One: In these human words God’s voice is heard.
All: Amen.

Children's Blessing / Benedición de los Ninós (11 am)

Special Music / Música Especial

Forever Blest
Looking for a City

by W. Oliver Cooper and Marvin P. Dalton

+

Scripture Lesson / Lectura Bíblica
Genesis 2: 19-23, 25
El Creador había formado de la tierra a todos los animales salvajes y a todos
los pájaros del cielo y se los mostro a Adán para qué él los nombrara; y Adan fue
dando un nombre a cada criatura viviente segun los iba llamando. Así nombro a
todo el ganado, a las aves en el cielo y a los animales salvajes.
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Pero Dios no encontro ningun companero adecuado para Adan. Por eso, lo
hizo caer en un sueño muy profundo. Y mientras dormia, tomó una de las costillas
de Adán y luego cerró la herida. Entonces el Creador formo una mujer de la costilla
de Adán y se la mostro.
Adán dijo, "Esto es ahora hueso de mis huesos y carne de mi carne; Ella será
llamada "mujer", porque fue formada del hombre ". Adán y Eva estaban desnudos,
y no sentían vergüenza.
One: This is the word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God. Amen.

Anthem / Selección Musical

Sanctuary Choir
Purify Me, Lord
by David Clydesdale

Sermon / Sermón

Rev. Vickey Gibbs
Searching for Sunday: Confession

Moment of Reflection / Momento de Reflexión

Mark C. Brown

We Offer Ourselves / Nos Ofrecemos

Max Argo

Invitation to Give / Invitación a dar

Angela Whorton

You may also give by credit or debit card at the Welcome Center Kiosk
or by texting GOTLOVE + AMOUNT to 73256.

Offertory / Ofrenda		

Sanctuary Choir
Turn Around and See

Words and Music by Heather Sorenson
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Communion
As we gather, break
bread, and tell stories
of hope through prayer,
song and ritual in
the practice we call
"communion," we bear
witness that "Life is
stronger than death.
People can change with
God’s help. And God is
worthy of our thanks and
praise." All are welcome
at the table: you do not
need to be a member
of this or any church to
gather as God's children
at the table of Life.
A brief blessing is
offered with bread and
unfermented juice,
available to all. Glutenfree bread is offered at
the far right; Spanish
blessing offered at the
far left.
Please honor this time of
sacred community with
singing, quiet meditation
or prayer that we might
each receive the spiritual
nourishment we seek ...

Prayer of Receiving / Oración de Recepcíon
Communion / Comunión

Rev. Johnna Faber

Communion Songs / Cantos de Comunión
Awakening

by Reuben Morgan and Chris Tomlin

Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)

by Matt Crocker, Joel Houston, and Salomon Ligthelm

I Love You Lord Today
by William F. Hubbard

Prayer of Thanksgiving / Acción de Gracias

Una breve bendición se
ofrece con el pan y el
jugo, al alcance de todos.
Pan sin gluten se ofrece
en el extremo derecho;
bendición españoles
ofrecen en el extremo
izquierdo.
Por favor respetar este
tiempo de comunidad
sagrada con canto,
la meditación o la
oración silenciosa para
que podamos recibir
cada uno el alimento
espiritual que buscamos.

Rev. Johnna Faber

+ Closing Song / Canto de Salida		

Comunión

Al reunirnos, partir el
pan, y contar historias
de esperanza a través de
la oración, el canto y el
ritual en la práctica que
llamamos "comunión",
damos testimonio de
que "la vida es más
fuerte que la muerte.
Las personas pueden
cambiar con la ayuda de
Dios. Y Dios es digno de
nuestro agradecimiento
y alabanza. "Todos están
invitados a la mesa:
no es necesario ser
miembro de esta iglesia
o cualquier reunir como
hijos de Dios en la mesa
de la Vida.

Angela Whorton

You Never Let Go
Even though I walk through the valley, Of the shadow of death
Your perfect love is casting out fear, And even when I'm caught in the middle
Of the storms of this life, I won't turn back, I know You are near
And I will fear no evil, For my God is with me.
And if my God is with me, Whom then shall I fear?
Whom then shall I fear?
Oh no, You never let go, Through the calm and through the storm.
Oh no, You never let go, Every high and every low.
Oh no, You never let go, Lord, You never let go of me.
Oh no, You never let go, Through the calm and through the storm.
Oh no, You never let go, Every high and every low.
Oh no, You never let go, Lord, You never let go of me.
by Beth Redman and Matt Redman
© 2005 Thankyou Music, CCLI# 4674166

+ Benediction / Bendición

Rev. Vickey Gibbs

+ Postlude / Postludio		
You Never Let Go
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www.ResurrectionMCC.org

Welcome!

If you are attending Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church for the first time, we are
glad to have you here! We invite you to join us each week as we worship God and learn
more about Christian living in an inclusive way. All are welcome.
Make sure to visit the Concierge Desk, located in our Welcome Area, to receive a
gift from us. You will find friendly volunteer hosts waiting to greet you.

Worship Services

Resurrection MCC is proud to offer a variety in our worship services. Our two Sunday
services, at 9 & 11 am, are identical in form, however they contain different elements from
diverse religious traditions each week.

A Special Welcome to First-Time Families!

Our nursery staff would love to meet you and your infants & children aged one month
through three years! The nursery is located to the right of the Sanctuary entrance and is
open during both the 9 & 11 am services.
Children and youth aged 4 - 19 years are invited to join our Youth Ministries Program during
the 11 am service in the Activities Building (located across the breezeway from our main
parking lot). Sign-in begins at 10:45 am. All children must be registered and signed-in to
attend. Parents are welcome to join the children for Communion at Noon in the Activities
Building. Snack & sign-outs begin at 12:15 pm.

About Us…

Resurrection MCC is a Christian church that follows God's call to justice for all people. We
build on a rich history of social justice for, and on behalf of, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
and queer people. Since its founding in 1968, Metropolitan Community Churches have
been at the vanguard of civil and human rights movements as an international advocate for
vulnerable people in places where religious orthodoxy, sexism, transphobia and homophobia
can result in violence and death. MCC has been on the forefront in the struggle towards
marriage equality in the US and other countries worldwide and continues to be a powerful
voice in the LGBTQ equality movement. MCC’s ministry reaches over 43,000 members in
over 250 churches in 22 countries worldwide.
Metropolitan Community Churches are on a bold mission to transform hearts, lives, and
history. We are a movement that faithfully proclaims God's inclusive love for all people and
proudly bears witness to the holy integration of spirituality and sexuality. Because of our
faith we are called to: do justice, show kindness, and live humbly with God (Micah 6:8);
explore life's questions with open hearts and minds; raise our voices in sacred defiance
against exclusion, whether religious, political or systemic; reach out to those with no hope;
equip new generations of remarkable, far-reaching spiritual activists.
Our MISSION is to demonstrate God’s unconditional love to all people through
Christ-like action.
Our VISION is to boldly experience, engage, and embody our faith to transform
ourselves and the world into the full expression of Christ’s inclusive love.
At Resurrection MCC, every member and friend is a minister of the church. We envision
a Christian community that values diversity and is as diverse and all-encompassing
as creation. Through salvation, service, study, and tithing, each member and friend
will live and grow in faith and be spiritually fed. We embrace four core values:

Core Values
Inclusion

Love is our greatest moral value. Inclusion is a primary focus of our ministry. We believe
that all people, as they are and where they are, should be welcomed at God’s table.
Community

Our deep desire is to offer a safe and open community for people to worship, learn,
share, and grow in their faith. We are committed to equipping ourselves and each other
to do the work that God has called us to do in the world.
Spiritual Transformation

A message of liberation guides our ministry. We believe that when people are invited to
experience God through the life and ministry of Christ, lives are transformed.
Justice

We are committed to uplifting all people and standing with those who suffer under the
weight of oppressive systems. We are guided by our commitment to global human rights.
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CAMPUS

CARETEAM

Faithfully Feminist

MEETING

SUNDAYS

TODAY & MARCH 19

MONDAY

MARCH 13

1 - 2:30 pm • Gathering Place

For Women’s History Month, we consider the book,
Faithfully Feminist: Jewish, Christian, and Muslim
Feminists on Why We Stay. It is a common question
women are asked in relation to their faith. These
are not women who buy into Candace Cameron’s
biblically submissive theory. Rather, these are women
who claim a feminist identity,have membership in a
particular religious tradition, and practice their faith
in spite of gendered challenges.

The Campus Care Team is responsible for assessing
the ever-changing conditions on our campus and
grounds. We meet monthly to plan and execute
much needed maintenance projects in and around
our church home. All are welcome to attend this
meeting and see if this ministry is a fit for your Spirit!
Dinner served at 6:15 pm

Justice@ResurrectionMCC.org

Shiv@ResurrectionMCC.org

6:15 - 7:30 pm • Workroom

SEARCHING FOR SUNDAY:
Loving, Leaving, and
Finding the Church
WEDNESDAYS

MARCH 15, 22, 29
APRIL 5

WEDNESDAY

MARCH 15

7 - 8:30 pm • Gathering Place

11:30 am - 1:30 pm • Gathering Place

Like millions of her millennial peers, Rachel Held
Evans didn’t want to go to church anymore. The
hypocrisy, the politics, the gargantuan building
budgets, the scandals -- church culture seemed so
far removed from Jesus. Yet, despite her cynicism
and misgivings, something kept drawing her back
to Church. And so she set out on a journey to
understand Church and to find her place in it.

Our speaker, attorney Jennifer Salazar, will be
addressing the legal needs of OWLS. Join in the
fun, food, and fellowship of our Older Wiser Leaders
Serving (OWLS). Bring your favorite covered dish
and join us for games, crafts, informative lectures,
fellowship, and just plain fun.

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

OWLS@ResurrectionMCC.org
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YAASS

Planning a
Successful Life:
SAVINGS
SATURDAY

THIRD SATURDAYS

MARCH 25

MARCH 18

11 am - 1 pm • Gathering Place

9 am - 11 am • Gathering Place

This interactive workshop, led by Lilly Chu, will
focus on active financial saving and allowing your
money to work for you! The topics will range from
creating a good strategy for saving to suggestions
on the investments to make for effective saving. We
will also focus on how to prepare for emergencies
and retirement. The workshop is presented by our
YAASS (Young Adults Actively Serving Saints) and
open to all! To RSVP, please email
YoungAdults@ResurrectionMCC.org.

During All Church Work Days, we get together to
love on, clean up, organize, and maintain our church.
Join us at 9 am in the Welcome Area to choose an
indoor or outdoor project. Lunch and laughs will be
held in the Gathering Place from Noon - 1 pm.
Shiv@ResurrectionMCC.org

Prevention, Intervention,
and Support for Survivors
SUNDAY

MARCH 26

Equality Texas, ACLU of Texas, Human Rights
Campaign, Texas Freedom Network, and
Transgender Education Network of Texas invite you
to participate in your government! Join us to have
face-to-face conversations at the Texas Capitol in
Austin about LGBTQ equality issues that matter
most to you and your family. This is an opportunity
for you to ask state leaders to pass inclusive policies
that protect all Texans, including our children, and
to end discrimination based on sexual orientation
and gender identity or expression. Transportation
provided from the church parking lot.

1 - 4 pm • Gathering Place
This presentation is for anyone contemplating
suicide, grieving the loss of someone who has
completed suicide or wanting to be a good friend
to both. Join us as we separate myths from facts,
explore dynamics and interventions and seek to
connect with suffering by providing care and offering
hope. Light lunch provided.
RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org
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YOGA
HIV / AIDS
CONNECTIONS
BENEVOLENCE
FUND
Instructors Alternate Weekly:
Darrin Brindle, Robin Mack,
and Special Guests

Operated by Pride Charities, the HIV/AIDS
Benevolence Fund provides critical financial support
to those affected by HIV and AIDS. Many of their
clients are struggling to receive all the support they
need from agencies in our area. With your help, this
fund provides assistance with rent, utilities, phone,
medication, and other expenses. If you are in need
of financial support, please contact Pride Charities
at 346-313-3956 or Debbie@Pride-Charities.org.

TUESDAYS

7 - 8 pm | Activities Building
Please bring water and towel. Yoga mats available
to borrow. Beginner to Intermediate skill levels.

Details & RSVP:
Yoga@ResurrectionMCC.org

FOOD PANTRY

Immigrants Rights Forum with
ACLU & Texas Organizing

March: Chili • Pork & Beans

Our Food Pantry, operated by Pride Charities, is in
need of unexpired food donations every Sunday.
Please consider bringing a few items on Sunday and
placing them in the shopping basket located in the
Welcome Center. You may make a cash donation by
writing your check to "Pride Charities" and placing
it in the Sunday offering plate. Financial donations
are also accepted online at www.Pride-Charities.org.
Your continued generosity provides life-sustaining
nourishment to the families we serve. Volunteers are
needed to help with food distribution. If you would
like to sign up to volunteer once a month, please
email Info@Pride-Charities.org.

SUNDAY

APRIL 9

1 - 2:30 pm • Gathering Place
Discussion about Immigrants Rights as they stand
in Texas. Presenters will be from the ACLU of Texas
and the Texas Organizing Project.
Justice@ResurrectionMCC.org
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Depression and Bipolar
Support Alliance Houston

Community Dialogue with
Officers and Activists

THURSDAYS

SUNDAY

MARCH 26

7 - 8:30 pm • Workroom

Free and confidential support group for individuals
living with, or family and friends affected by, depression and bipolar disorders. We help individuals,
family members, and friends understand these two
difficult, yet treatable, mental disorders. In addition,
DBSA works to educate the public about depression
and bipolar disorders, confront social stigma, and
advocate for the rights of people living with mental
disorders.

1 - 2:30 pm • Chapel
Black Lives Matter was founded by Patrisse Cullors,
Alicia Garza, and Opal Tometi as both a hashtag
and a political project after the acquittal of George
Zimmerman in the 2012 killing of Trayvon Martin.
The ideals expressed -- the economic, political,
and social empowerment of African-Americans -resonated nationwide.

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

Justice@ResurrectionMCC.org

YAASS
THURSDAYS

Miss Your Face
in This Place

7 - 8:30 pm • Chapel

Join our Young Adult Actively Serving Saints
(YAASS) weekly as they explore Covenant, a fresh
look at a timeless promise. The Biblical concept
of covenant speaks to an enduring commitment
between God and God’s fruitful people. It’s a
promise -- to live in a loving relationship with
and for each other. Our purpose is to engage
participants in conversations about this unique and
special relationship -- as well as our relationships
with each other and the world around us -- as we
study the Bible.

As ministers of Resurrection MCC, we have an
exciting new way to reach out to those you have
been missing in Worship. Located in the Gathering
Place, there is a wooden box with cards and pens
that you can use to write down the name of someone
you haven't seen in a few weeks. Then, we'll send an
email to let them know they are missed. We'll even
include a brief message, if you'd like. Thank you for
helping to demonstrate God's love.

YoungAdults@ResurrectionMCC.org

Angela@ResurrectionMCC.org
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45TH ANNIVERSARY

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
Resurrection MCC depends on your time and
your talents to minister to over 1,000 people
each month! There are a few ministries which
are currently most in need of your support. If you
are interested, or have questions about what
may be required, please email Connections@
ResurrectionMCC.org. Your email will be
forwarded to a ministry team lead who will be
in touch.
Bookstore Cashier
Coffee Talk Host
Communion Server (English & Spanish)
Greeter
Prayer Wall
Sanctuary Choir
Teachers & Assistants
Usher

The Resurrection MCC Justice ministry is hosting
an art auction in celebration of our church's 45th
Anniversary Gala. We are calling on artists to
donate pieces of art to the auction to strengthen
our mission to demonstrate love through action.
Individuals can donate their own original pieces
or donate a piece of art that they own.
Digital mock ups or actual pictures of the pieces
can be submitted until March 15. Artists/donors
will need to have the final version of the art to
the church by April 8. 90% of the funds raised
on each piece will be donated to Resurrection
MCC. 10% will be donated to an external LGBTrelated nonprofit of the artist's choice.
Art@ResurrectionMCC.org

Celebrating Your Birthday!

IN.formation is a peer led support group focused
on creating a gender inclusive community for
transgender and gender non-conforming individuals,
spouses and partners.

We would like to send you birthday greetings on your
special day so please take a moment to complete your
profile in ACS so that we are able to celebrate your
birthday with you. It is easy to do. Just go to our Web
site at www.ResurrectionMCC.org click on the "My
Journey" logo and create or update your profile.

Support Meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Monday
from 7:00 to 8:30 pm
7:00 pm to 7:45 pm Transgender/GNC Support
7:00 pm to 7:45 pm Spouses and Partners Support
7:45 pm to 8:30 pm Both groups meet together

For YTD Ended March 5, 2017

General Fund Giving Report 		
General Offerings
Fundraising
Events/Leases
Total Income
Variance
Attendance
Worship
Programming
Total Weekly Attendance

Anticipated
$136,542.39
$2,000.00
$31,083.00
$169,625.39
Week Ended
352
427
779
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Actual
$129,171.87
$3,190.00
$22,666.09

$155,027.96
($14,597.43)
YTD Average
365
416
781

Ministry Plan Need is the
weekly amount needed
per the budget approved
by the congregation to
achieve our 2016 ministry
plan goals and strategic
growth initiatives.

This Week @
ResurrectionMCC.org

This schedule lists open offerings for which all are
invited to participate. This is not a comprehensive list of all events on campus.

SUNDAY
8:30 am
9:00 am
10:15 am
10:45 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
12:30 pm
12:30 pm
1:00 pm
1:00 pm
1:30 pm
7:00 pm

MARCH 12
RMCC 101
Chapel
Worship Service
Sanctuary
Coffee Talk
Gathering Place
Generation Faith Teens
Activities Building
Worship Service
Sanctuary
Coffee Talk
Gathering Place
Brunch Buddies
Welcome Area
OWLS Planning Team Meeting
Chapel
Faithfully Feminist Dialogue
Gathering Place
The Great Spiritual Migration
Work Room
Devotion in Motion
Sanctuary
The Mankind Project Support Group
Chapel

MONDAY
6:15 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

MARCH 13

Campus Care Team Meeting
Toastmasters
In.Formation

Conference Room
Gathering Place
Nursery

TUESDAY
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

MARCH 14

Gospel Ensemble Rehearsal
Music Room
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
Sanctuary
Narcotics Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
Yoga
Activities Building

WEDNESDAY
11:30 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

After Worship
Gathering Place

Coffee Talk is an opportunity to make friends over
conversation and breakfast snacks every Sunday!
We hope you will find this as a great way to meet
new friends and reconnect with those you already
know. We are in need of finger foods each Sunday.
Please consider bringing and sharing your favorite
sweet or savory dish at Coffee Talk. Contact
Shiv@ResurrectionMCC.org with questions or offerings.

OWLS Social
Gathering Place
Overeaters Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
Searching for Sunday
Gathering Place

7:00 pm
7:00 pm

MARCH 16

Depression Bipolar Support Group
YAASS Covenant Bible Study

FRIDAY

OFFICE CLOSED

Work Room
Chapel

MARCH 17

No Events Scheduled

SATURDAY OFFICE CLOSED

MARCH 18

All Church Work Day
Welcome Center
Overeaters Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
Joy of Djembe Drumming
Gathering Place

SUNDAY
9:00 am
10:15 am
10:45 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
12:30 pm
1:00 pm
1:00 pm
1:00 pm

Every Sunday

MARCH 15

THURSDAY

9:00 am
9:30 am
1:00 pm

COFFEE TALK

MARCH 19
Worship Service
Coffee Talk
Generation Faith Teens
Worship Service
Coffee Talk
Brunch Buddies
Faithfully Feminist Dialogue
The Great Spiritual Migration
Devotion in Motion

Sanctuary
Gathering Place
Activities Building
Sanctuary
Gathering Place
Welcome Area
Gathering Place
Work Room
Sanctuary

NEXT WEEK: CAFE EXPRESS

BRUNCH

BUDDIES
TODAY • 12:30 PM

Spaghetti Western Italian Cafe
1951 West TC Jester Blvd, Houston 77008
www.spagwesthouston.com • 713-360-6634
Join us at a nearby restaurant every Sunday. The
restaurant name and address will be printed in this
location in the bulletin each week. Whether you're
a long-time congregant or a first-time visitor,
consider yourself invited to become a Brunch
Buddy!
Angela@ResurrectionMCC.org

