January 1, 2017

+

Opening Song / Apertura de Canción

Underdogs
and
Outsiders
Series

This Is a Day of New Beginnings
This is a day of new beginnings,
Time to remember and move on,
Time to believe what love is bringing,
Laying to rest the pain that’s gone.

The Bible is full
of surprises. At
every turn, from
the beginning of
the Old Testament
right through the
end of the New, we
find God working
in unexpected, even
strange ways to bring
about God’s purposes.
As if to remind us of
this, the Gospel of
Matthew presents a
genealogy of Jesus
before telling the story
of his birth, including
subtle references to
the times God worked
through unlikely
people. Unlikely
people like you and I.

For by the life and death of Jesus,
God’s mighty Spirit, now as then,
Can make for us a world of difference,
As faith and hope are born again.
Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring,
Step from the past and leave behind
Our disappointment, guilt, and grieving,
Seeking new paths, and sure to find.
Christ is alive, and goes before us
To show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginningsOur God is making all things new.
In faith we’ll gather round the table
To show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings;
Our God is making all things new.
by Brian Wren
© 1983, 1987 Words: Hope Publishing Company, CCLI# 2803661

Our Community Gathers / Nuestra Communidad Se Reúne

Announcements / Anuncios

+

Exchange of Peace / Saludo de la Paz

Rev. Vickey Gibbs

Mark Eggleston

Rev. Vickey Gibbs

In our sermon
series, Underdogs
and Outsiders, we
remember this
strange history of
God working in our
world through five
unlikely women who
are named in the
family tree of Jesus:
Tamar, a forgotten
daughter-in-law
and widow; Rahab,
a prostitute; Ruth, a
foreigner; Bathsheba,
the wife of Uriah,
an adulteress; and of
course Mary, a young
virgin. We will explore
the stories of each
of these five women,
showing how they all
played a pivotal role
in God’s purposes
yesterday and today.
Join us as we uncover
new dimensions of
the story of God’s
people and how that
story comes into focus
in the hope for the
Messiah. Join in as we
look for and find God
in unexpected places.

+ Gathering Song / Canción de Reunión
Draw the Circle Wide
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
No one stands alone; we’ll stand side by side.
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still.
Let this be our song: No one stands alone.
Standing side by side, draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
No one stands alone; we’ll stand side by side.
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
by Gordon Light and Mark Miller
© 2008 Abingdon Press and 1994 Common Cup Company, CCLI# 6136743

Contemporary Word / Lectura Contemporanea
Underdogs and Outsiders
by Tom Fuerst
What should Tamar have done? How could a woman like this survive in
a world where men held all the cards? Should she just fold, turn in her cards,
and give up? If that’s what she should have done, Tamar did not get the memo.
Instead she got creative. As Helen Pearson says, “Perhaps tired of having men
make decisions for her — tired of being given away and then given back, tired of
being told what to do and where to go — Tamar finally refused to be the victim.”
Tamar took matters into her own hands by arranging to sleep with Judah himself.
One: In these human words we hear God’s voice.
All: Amen.

Hymn / Himno
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above.
Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us Sunward in the triumph song of life.
All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Singing bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee.
Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed,
Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Maker, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are Thine;
Teach us how to love each other, lift us to Thy joy divine.
by Ludwig van Beethoven, Edward Hodges, and Henry Van Dyke
Public Domain, CCLI# 25321

Scripture Lesson / Lectura Bíblica
Genesis 38: 2-26
So the Adullamite returned to Judah and reported, “I did not find her, and
the locals said, ‘there haven’t been any temple prostitutes around here.” Then Judah
commented, “Let her keep the pledge--I fear that I will be ridiculed if this gets out.
After all, I kept my promise to send a young goat, but you couldn’t find her. About
three months later Judah was told, “Tamar, your daughter-in-law, has played the
wanton--she’s pregnant!” Judah said, “Bring her out! Let her be burned to death.”
As she was being brought out, she send a message to Judah, “I am pregnant by
the man who owns these, “she said. “Take note, please, who owns this seal, cord
and staff.” Judah recognized them saying, “She is more in the right than I, since I
wouldn’t let my son Shelah marry her.”
One: This is the word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God. Amen.

Anthem / Selección Musical

Gospel Ensemble

Sermon / Sermón

Rev. Troy Treash
Underdogs and Outsiders: Tamar

Moment of Reflection / Momento de Reflexión

Mark C. Brown

Invitation to Give / Invitación Para Dar

Angela Whorton

Offertory / Ofrenda		

Gospel Ensemble

Prayer of Receiving / Oración de Recepcíon

Angela Whorton

Communion / Comunión

Rev. Vickey Gibbs

Communion Songs / Cantos de Comunión
Holy Spirit, Rain Down
by Russell Fragar

I Love to Tell the Story

by William Gustavus Fischer and Arabella Catherine Hankey

I Surrender All

by Judson Wheeler Van DeVenter and Winfield Scott Weedenby Bart Millard

Prayer of Thanksgiving / Acción de Gracias

+

Rev. Vickey Gibbs

Closing Song / Canto de Salida		
Standin’ in the Need of Prayer
Not my brother, not my sister, But it’s me, oh Lord
Standin’ in the need of prayer.
Not my brother, not my sister, But it’s me, oh Lord
Standin’ in the need of prayer.
It’s me, it’s me, oh Lord Standin’ in the need of prayer;
It’s me, it’s me, oh Lord Standin’ in the need of prayer.
Not a stranger, not a neighbor, But it’s me, oh Lord
Standin’ in the need of prayer.
Not a stranger, not a neighbor, But it’s me, oh Lord
Standin’ in the need of prayer.
It’s me, it’s me, oh Lord Standin’ in the need of prayer;
It’s me, it’s me, oh Lord Standin’ in the need of prayer.

+

Benediction / Bendición

Rev. Troy Treash

Postlude / Postludio
Underdog!

7 - 8:30 pm • Gathering Place

RMCC Positive:
HIV / AIDS
SUPPORT GROUP
THURSDAYS

This profound work offers a powerful new framework
for understanding our nation’s history and current
crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea
of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all but
falls most heavily on the bodies of black women
and men -- bodies exploited through slavery and
segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up,
and murdered out of all proportion.

Few can question the value of support groups
in helping you transition from being a person
with HIV to a person truly living with HIV. We
will provide a safe, non-judgmental environment
where people can communicate freely and find
the emotional support and education you need
to better normalize HIV in your life.

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

RMCCPositive@ResurrectionMCC.org

An Exploration of

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates

WEDNESDAYS

JANUARY 4, 11, 18, 25

7 pm • Gathering Place
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HIV / STD TESTING
SUNDAY

SUNDAY

JANUARY 8

JANUARY 8

12:45 - 2:45 PM • CHAPEL

10 am - 1 pm • Gathering Place
Free testing for HIV, Gonorrhea, Chlamydia, and
Syphillis (results in 2 weeks), as well as Hepatitis C
(results in 15 minutes). Knowing your HIV and STD
status is the best way for you to stay healthy and
avoid spreading sexually transmitted illnesses. Get
tested and take control.
www.offeringhope.org

Prison Pen Pal

Introductory Meeting

JANUARY 94

SUNDAYS

JANUARY 8 & 15
1 - 2:30 pm • Gathering Place

Join Free World allies who write and support LGBTQ
prisoners. We will work toward the abolition of the
prison industrial complex rooted in the experience
of currently and formerly incarcerated people.
We are outraged by the specific violence of the
prison industrial complex against LGBTQ people,
and respond through advocacy, education, direct
service, and organizing.
Justice@resurrectionMCC.org
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YAASS
THURSDAYS
BEGINNING JANUARY 12

SUNDAYS

7 - 8:30 pm • Chapel

JANUARY 15, 22, 29

Join our Young Adult Actively Serving Saints
(YAASS) weekly as they explore Covenant, a fresh
look at a timeless promise. The Biblical concept
of covenant speaks to an enduring commitment
between God and God’s fruitful people. It’s a
promise -- to live in a loving relationship with
and for each other. Our purpose is to engage
participants in conversations about this unique and
special relationship -- as well as our relationships
with each other and the world around us -- as we
study the Bible.

1 - 2:30 pm • Chapel

Using the studies of Yale historian John Boswell
(“Same-Sex Unions in Pre-Modern Europe”),
New Testament seminary professor L. William
Countryman, and others, we will examine the story
of Sodom (where the sin was inhospitality), Jude’s
decrying sex with angels, and five texts (Leviticus
18:22, Leviticus 20:13, Romans 1:27, I Corinthians
6:9, and I Timothy 1:10).
For pre-reading schedule, please email
RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

YoungAdults@ResurrectionMCC.org

JANUARY 13

Organizational Meeting
SECOND THURSDAYS

Bellissimo Restaurant

JANUARY 12

1848 Airline Dr, Houston, TX 77009
(832) 618-1168

6:30 - 8 pm • Conference Room
Book clubs have become a popular way for readers
to discuss books in an informal setting. Join us as we
dive in and discuss a different book each month.
Angela@ResurrectionMCC.org
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JUSTICE MINISTRY

FOURTH SUNDAYS

THIRD SATURDAYS

JANUARY 22

JANUARY 21

1 - 3 pm • Gathering Place

9 am - 1 pm • Gathering Place

“What does God require of you but to do justice and
to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?”
--Micah 6:8

During All Church Work Days, we get together to
love on, clean up, organize, and maintain our church.
Join us at 9 am in the Welcome Area to choose an
indoor or outdoor project. Lunch and laughs will be
held in the Gathering Place from Noon - 1 pm.

Our Justice Ministry educates and engages its
members in shaping public policy in keeping with
what we believe to be the essence of Jesus’ prophetic
ministry of God’s vision of a just and loving world.
Topics will vary each month.

Shiv@ResurrectionMCC.org

Justice@ResurrectionMCC.org

YAASS
Planning a
Successful Life:
Finances
FOURTH SATURDAYS

JANUARY 28

SATURDAY

11 am - 1 pm • Gathering Place

JANUARY 21

As young adults, it is often difficult to begin life with
a good financial strategy or plan. Join us monthly
as we learn how to plan, save, and be financially
savvy and successful. Effectively creating the coins
for retirement is a must! Different agencies and individuals will speak on issues like budgeting, planning
to buy your first home, repairing your credit, getting
credit, and other topics.

11:30 am - 1:30 pm • Gathering Place
Join in the fun, food, and fellowship of our Older
Wiser Leaders Serving (OWLS). Bring your favorite
covered dish and join us for games, crafts, informative
lectures, fellowship, and just plain fun.
OWLS@ResurrectionMCC.org

YoungAdults@ResurrectionMCC.org
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Short Sleeve Cotton - $15
Short Sleeve Dri-FIT - $17
Long Sleeve Cotton - $18

SUNDAY

JANUARY 29
1 - 2:30 pm • Gathering Place
Join us as we view the Netflix documentary 13th,
Ava Duvernay’s film that investigates the roots of
America’s mass incarceration problem.
Justice@ResurrectionMCC.org

WEDNESDAYS

FEBRUARY 1, 8, 15, 22

We
We
want
YOU
We wantto
YOU
We want YOU
mak
to
make
music
with
us.
to make
to make music
withmusic
us. with u

Gay Men's Chorus of H
Men's Chorus
of Houston
Gay
Men's
Chorus
of Houston
Open Rehearsals
January 9, 16
Gay
Men's
Chorus
of
Houston
Open Rehearsals January
9, 16, 23January
7:00pm
Open Rehearsals
9, 16, 23 7:00pm

7 - 8:30 pm • Gathering Place
Gay

Resurrec�on Metropolitan Comm

For 4 weeks, we will engage the book,
Stand
Your
Open
Rehearsals
January
9, 16,
23 7:00pm
Resurrec�on
Metropolitan
Community
Church
2025
W 11th St.
Houston, TX
Ground: Black Bodies and the JusticeResurrec�on
of God, by Metropolitan Community Church
Resurrec�on
Metropolitan
Community
Church
2025
W
11th
St.
Houston,
TX
77008
2025 W 11th St. Houston, TX 77008
Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas. On the Sunday morning
W 11th St. Houston, TX 77008
following the Trayvon Martin verdict, 2025
AfricanAmerican preachers around the country addressed
Bayou City Women's Chorus
the questions, “Where is the justice of God?” and
Open
Rehearsals
“What are we to hope for?” This study is an attempt to
Open
Rehearsals
January
10, 17, 24January
6:45pm10, 17
Open
Rehearsals
January
10,
17,
24
6:45pm
seriously consider the social and theological questions
St.
Paul's United
St. Paul's
United
Methodist
Church Methodist
Open
Rehearsals
January
10, 17,
24 6:45pm
for Christians raised by this and similar
stories.
St.
Paul's United
Methodist
Church
5501 Main St. Houston, TX

Bayou City Women's C
Bayou City Women's Chorus
Bayou City Women's Chorus

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

5501 Main St.
Houston, TX 77004
St.
Paul's
United
Methodist
5501
Main
St. Houston,
TX Church
77004
5501 Main St. Visit
Houston,
TX 77004
Visit
our Facebook or www.bcpaho
our Facebook
or www.bcpahouston.org
for

informa�on on joining
the chorus.
10
Visit our Facebook
or www.bcpahouston.org
for
informa�on
on joining the c
Visit our Facebook or www.bcpahouston.org for

CHRISTIAN MYSTICS:
365 READINGS & MEDITATIONS
Spiritual maverick Matthew Fox believes that through the
ages religious patriarchal hierarchy and rigidity have obscured
Christianity’s most beneficial and essential teachings: those
that arise out of personal, mystical experiences of the
Divine. A true religious renewal, according to Fox, can arise
only through the mystical dimension of faith. In “Christian
Mystics,” he offers a wide-ranging collection of quotations
from Christianity’s greatest mystics and prophets of the past
two thousand years. Fox explores and celebrates the mystical
path with insightful commentary on the thoughts and
revelations of some of history’s greatest religious visionaries.
Beginning on January 1, receive a daily devotional by joining
our Facebook group: www.ResurrectionMCC.org/mystics

For YTD Ended December 25, 2016
$817,172.23
$52,417.58
$137,923.51
$1,007,513.32

$799,863.64
$46,236.82
$152,922.03
$999,022.49
($8,490.83)

539

398

153

303

692

701

This Week @
ResurrectionMCC.org
This schedule lists open offerings for which all are
invited to participate. This is not a comprehensive list
of all events on campus.

SUNDAY

JANUARY 1

10:45 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
12:30 pm

Generation Faith Teens
Worship Service
Coffee Talk
Brunch Buddies

MONDAY

OFFICE CLOSED

Activities Building
Sanctuary
Gathering Place
Welcome Area

After Worship

JANUARY 1

No Events Scheduled

TUESDAY
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

JANUARY 3
Gospel Ensemble Rehearsal
Music Room
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
Sanctuary
Narcotics Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
Yoga
Activities Building

WEDNESDAY
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

JANUARY 4

Overeaters Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
“Between the World and Me” Gathering Place

THURSDAY
7:00 pm

JANUARY 5

HIV / AIDS Support Group

FRIDAY

Gathering Place

JANUARY 6

TAQUERIAS ARANDAS

No Events Scheduled

SATURDAY
9:30 am
11:00 am
2:00 pm

SUNDAY
9:00 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
10:45 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
12:15 pm
12:30 pm
12:45 pm
1:00 pm
7:00 pm

JANUARY 7

Overeaters Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
Joy of Djembe Drumming
Activities Building
Imani Vida Drum Circle
Activities Building

JANUARY 8
Worship Service
Sanctuary
HIV / STD Testing
Gathering Place
Coffee Talk
Gathering Place
Generation Faith Teens
Activities Building
Worship Service
Sanctuary
Coffee Talk
Gathering Place
HIV / STD Testing
Gathering Place
Brunch Buddies
Welcome Area
RMCC 101
Chapel
Prison Pen Pal Intro Meeting
Gathering Place
Mankind Project Support Group
Chapel

TODAY • 12:30 pm
Luby’s

11250 Northwest Fwy, Houston 77092
www.lubys.com • 713-688-7056

