December 24, 2016
Prelude / Preludio

Dave Zeger String Quartet
Hark, the Herald Angels Sing
by Felix Mendelssohn and Charles Wesley

+

Wonder:
Advent
Series
Often this season we
may wander without
intention or even
wonder about life’s
direction, but this
focus is on wonder
as connection to
love and life and
awe of the holy.
Advent is the season
where the holy
interrupts the world,
where God cries out
“enough” and does
a new thing in Jesus
for the same old
reason—removal
of any sense of
separation between
us and God’s love.
Our world needs the
interruption. God
cries out “enough”
over and over again
coaxing us back into
wonder, back into
the way of
kin-dom come.

Opening Song / Canción de Apertura
Joy to the World
Joy to the world the Lord is come,
Let earth and heaven sing!
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and heaven and nature sing!
Joy to the earth the Savior reigns;
Let all our songs employ
While fields and floods, rocks, hills,
and plains Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy!
Christ rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders, wonders of His love!
And wonders, wonders of His love!

Un…Time…Ly
Nov 27
Un…Expect…Ed
Dec 4

by George Frederic Handel and Isaac Watts
Public Domain, CCLI# 277738

Un…Predict…Able
Dec 11
Un…Believe…Able
Dec 18

Our Community Gathers / Nuestra Communidad Se Reúne

Rev. Vickey Gibbs

Un…Comfort…Able
Dec 24
Un…Recognize…Able
Dec 25

+

Exchange of Peace / Saludo de la Paz

Rev. Vickey Gibbs

Christmas Carol / Villancico Navideño
The First Noel
The First Noel, the Angels did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel
Born is the King of Israel!
They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the East beyond them far
And to the earth it gave great light
And so it continued both day and night.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel
Born is the King of Israel!
This star drew nigh to the northwest
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest
And there it did both Pause and stay
Right o’er the place where Jesus lay.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel
Born is the King of Israel!
English Melody, from Sandys Christmas Carols
Public Domain, CCLI# 31047

Contemporary Word / Lectura Contemporanea

Jax Aguilera

We Make the Road by Walking
by Brian McLaren
Could we ever have a time when swords would be beaten into plowshares?
When predatory people in power — the lions — would lie down in peace with the
vulnerable and he poor — the lambs? When God’s justice would flow like a river —
to the lowest and most “godforsaken” places on Earth? When the brokenhearted
would be comforted and the poor would receive good news? If you think, never
— it’s impossible, then maybe you need to think again. Maybe it’s not too late
for something beautiful to be born. Maybe it’s not too soon, either. Maybe the
present moment is pregnant with possibilities we can’t see or imagine. In this
light, the actual point of these pregnancy stories — however we interpret their
factual status — is a challenge to us all: to dare to hope, like Elizabeth and Mary,
that the seemingly impossible is possible. They challenge us to align our lives
around the “impossible possibilities” hidden in this present, pregnant moment.
One: In these human words we hear God’s voice.
All: Amen.

Special Music / Música Especial

Mass Choir
Cassandra White, Soloist

The Night That Christ Was Born
by Kirk Franklin

+

Scripture Lesson / Lectura Bíblica

Robert Amidon
Luke 2: 1 - 7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting
a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
One: This is the word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God. Amen.

Anthem / Selección Musical

Forever Blest
Devotion in Motion

Jesus, Oh What a Wonderful Child
Traditional

Sermon / Sermón

Rev. Troy Treash
Wonder: Un…Comfort…Able

Sermon Response / Respuesta del Sermón

Meet Me at the Manger / Ven Conmigo al Pesebre

Invitation to Give / Invitación Para Dar

Offertory / Ofertorio		

Mark C. Brown

Rev. Vickey Gibbs

Angela Whorton

Mass Choir
Steven Shannon, Soloist
Go Tell It on the Mountain
Arr. by Robert Sterling

Prayer of Receiving / Oración de Recepcíon

+

Candle Lighting / Iluminación de Velas

Angela Whorton

Mass Choir
Alina Garcia, Soloist
Christopher Plata, Soloist

The Prayer

by David Foster, Carole Bayer Sager, Alberto Testa, and Tony Renis

+

Benediction / Bendición

+

Closing Song / Canto de Salida

Rev. Troy Treash

Silent Night, Holy Night
Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child,
Holy Infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight
Glories stream from heaven afar.
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior is born.
Christ, the Savior is born.
Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
by George Frederick Handel
Public Domain, CCLI# 12949

KWANZAA

NEW YEAR’S DAY

WEDNESDAY

WORSHIP

DECEMBER 28
7 - 9 pm • Gathering Place

SUNDAY

Kwanzaa is a week-long celebration held in the
United States and in other nations of the Western
African diaspora in the Americas. The celebration
honors African heritage in African-American culture,
and is observed from December 26 to January 1,
culminating in a feast and gift-giving. Kwanzaa has
seven core principles (Nguzo Saba). It was created
by Maulana Karenga and was first celebrated in
1966–67. Join us for our celebration.

JANUARY 1

11 am ONLY • Sanctuary
As we transition between years, we make our
first act of the new year to worship in community
together at 11 am. It is always good to begin with
worship. Whatever your resolutions imagined or
made, start together in celebration and praise.

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

7 - 8:30 pm • Gathering Place

RMCC Positive:
HIV / AIDS
SUPPORT GROUP
THURSDAYS

This profound work offers a powerful new framework
for understanding our nation’s history and current
crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea
of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all but
falls most heavily on the bodies of black women
and men -- bodies exploited through slavery and
segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up,
and murdered out of all proportion.

Few can question the value of support groups
in helping you transition from being a person
with HIV to a person truly living with HIV. We
will provide a safe, non-judgmental environment
where people can communicate freely and find
the emotional support and education you need
to better normalize HIV in your life.

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

RMCCPositive@ResurrectionMCC.org

An Exploration of

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates

WEDNESDAYS

JANUARY 4, 11, 18, 25

7 pm • Gathering Place
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HIV / STD TESTING
SUNDAY

SUNDAY

JANUARY 8

JANUARY 8

12:45 - 2:45 PM • CHAPEL

10 am - 1 pm • Gathering Place
Free testing for HIV, Gonorrhea, Chlamydia, and
Syphillis (results in 2 weeks), as well as Hepatitis C
(results in 15 minutes). Knowing your HIV and STD
status is the best way for you to stay healthy and
avoid spreading sexually transmitted illnesses. Get
tested and take control.
www.offeringhope.org

Prison Pen Pal

Introductory Meeting

JANUARY 94

SUNDAYS

JANUARY 8 & 15
1 - 2:30 pm • Gathering Place

Join Free World allies who write and support LGBTQ
prisoners. We will work toward the abolition of the
prison industrial complex rooted in the experience
of currently and formerly incarcerated people.
We are outraged by the specific violence of the
prison industrial complex against LGBTQ people,
and respond through advocacy, education, direct
service, and organizing.
Justice@resurrectionMCC.org
8

YAASS
THURSDAYS
BEGINNING JANUARY 12

SUNDAYS

7 - 8:30 pm • Chapel

JANUARY 15, 22, 29

Join our Young Adult Actively Serving Saints
(YAASS) weekly as they explore Covenant, a fresh
look at a timeless promise. The Biblical concept
of covenant speaks to an enduring commitment
between God and God’s fruitful people. It’s a
promise -- to live in a loving relationship with
and for each other. Our purpose is to engage
participants in conversations about this unique and
special relationship -- as well as our relationships
with each other and the world around us -- as we
study the Bible.

1 - 2:30 pm • Chapel

Using the studies of Yale historian John Boswell
(“Same-Sex Unions in Pre-Modern Europe”),
New Testament seminary professor L. William
Countryman, and others, we will examine the story
of Sodom (where the sin was inhospitality), Jude’s
decrying sex with angels, and five texts (Leviticus
18:22, Leviticus 20:13, Romans 1:27, I Corinthians
6:9, and I Timothy 1:10).
For pre-reading schedule, please email
RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

YoungAdults@ResurrectionMCC.org

JANUARY 13

Organizational Meeting
SECOND THURSDAYS

Bellissimo Restaurant

JANUARY 12

1848 Airline Dr, Houston, TX 77009
(832) 618-1168

6:30 - 8 pm • Conference Room
Book clubs have become a popular way for readers
to discuss books in an informal setting. Join us as we
dive in and discuss a different book each month.
Angela@ResurrectionMCC.org
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SATURDAY

JANUARY 21

11:30 am - 1:30 pm • Gathering Place
Join in the fun, food, and fellowship of our Older
Wiser Leaders Serving (OWLS). Bring your favorite
covered dish and join us for games, crafts, informative
lectures, fellowship, and just plain fun.
OWLS@ResurrectionMCC.org

JUSTICE MINISTRY

FOURTH SUNDAYS

JANUARY 22
1 - 3 pm • Gathering Place

“What does God require of you but to do justice and
to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?”
--Micah 6:8
Our Justice Ministry educates and engages its
members in shaping public policy in keeping with
what we believe to be the essence of Jesus’ prophetic
ministry of God’s vision of a just and loving world.
Topics will vary each month.
Justice@ResurrectionMCC.org
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YOU CAN STILL GIVE
IN A VARIETY OF WAYS
• Text GotLove and the dollar amount to
73256.
• Visit ResurrectionMCC.org, choose Give
and then One-Time Gift.
• Give onsite in the offering plate or through
the Welcome Area Kiosk.
• Coordinate a stock donation with Joe
Radzwill at Morgan Stanley (713-965-5000)
for RMCC account 371-050473.

For YTD Ended December 18, 2016
$801,282.77
$51,398.34
$135,241.71
$987,922.82

$760,646.62
$45,823.55
$152,515.03
$958,985.20
($28,937.62)

355

396

236

305

591

701

This Week @
ResurrectionMCC.org
This schedule lists open offerings for which all are
invited to participate. This is not a comprehensive list
of all events on campus.

SUNDAY
10:45 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm

DECEMBER 25
Generation Faith Teens
Worship Service
Coffee Talk

MONDAY
7:00 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

DECEMBER 27

OFFICE CLOSED

DECEMBER 28

Overeaters Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
Kwanzaa Service
Gathering Place

THURSDAY
7:00 pm

Workroom

Gospel Ensemble Rehearsal
Music Room
Narcotics Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
Yoga
Activities Building

WEDNESDAY
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

DECEMBER 26

IN.formation Support Group

TUESDAY
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Activities Building
Sanctuary
Gathering Place

OFFICE CLOSED

HIV / AIDS Support Group

FRIDAY

OFFICE CLOSED

DECEMBER 29
Gathering Place

DECEMBER 30

No Events Scheduled

SATURDAY
9:30 am

Overeaters Anonymous 12-Step Meeting

SUNDAY
10:45 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
12:30 pm

DECEMBER 31
Chapel

JANUARY 1
Generation Faith Teens
Worship Service
Coffee Talk
Brunch Buddies

Activities Building
Sanctuary
Gathering Place
Welcome Area

After Worship

