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Opening Song / Canción de Apertura
Hope Is Dawning
Open up the skies and rain the heavens down, The heavens down.
Oh, open up the skies and rain, The heavens down on us.
Open up our eyes to see your glory found, It’s all around.
Oh, open up our eyes to see, Your glory’s all around.
We are longing. Hope is dawning.
Heaven’s falling, Come, Lord Jesus.
Open up our hearts to say, “Please, have Your way, please have Your way.”
Oh, open up our hearts to say, “Oh Spirit, have your way”
We are longing. Hope is dawning.
Heaven’s falling, Come, Lord Jesus.
I see the Lord, On a throne
All can stand, In love alone.
I see the Lord, On a throne
All can stand, In love alone.
I see the Lord, On a throne
All can stand, In love alone.
We are longing. Hope is dawning.
Heaven’s falling, Come, Lord Jesus.

Announcements / Anuncios

+
+

Angela Whorton
Mark Eggleston

Blessing of the Christmas Bags

Rev. Troy Treash

Exchange of Peace / Saludo de la Paz

Angela Whorton

Gathering Song / Canción de Reunión

Often this season we
may wander without
intention or even
wonder about life’s
direction, but this
focus is on wonder
as connection to
love and life and
awe of the holy.
Advent is the season
where the holy
interrupts the world,
where God cries out
“enough” and does
a new thing in Jesus
for the same old
reason—removal
of any sense of
separation between
us and God’s love.
Our world needs the
interruption. God
cries out “enough”
over and over again
coaxing us back into
wonder, back into
the way of
kin-dom come.
Un…Time…Ly
Nov 27

by Michael Gungor, Aaron Keyes, Matt Maher, and Johnny Parks
© Thankyou Music and spiritandsong.com, CCLI# 5444481

Our Community Gathers / Nuestra Communidad Se Reúne

Wonder:
Advent
Series

Un…Expect…Ed
Dec 4
Un…Predict…Able
Dec 11
Un…Believe…Able
Dec 18
Un…Comfort…Able
Dec 24

Star Child
Star-Child, earth Child, go-between of God,
Love Child, Christ Child, heaven’s lightning rod,
This year, this year, Let the day arrive
When Christmas comes for everyone, Everyone alive!

Un…Recognize…Able
Dec 25

Hope-for-peace Child, God’s stupendous sign,
Down-to-earth Child, Star of stars that shine,
This year, this year, Let the day arrive
When Christmas comes for everyone, Everyone alive!
by Colin Gibson and Shirley Erena Murray
© 1994 Words: Hope Publishing Company and Music: 1996 Colin Gibson, CCLI# 5102187

Contemporary Word / Lectura Contemporanea

Brian Etienne

Incarnation, Rev. David Lose
Jesus came as one of us. Jesus was born like we are, lived as we live, loved and
laughed and suffered as we do. And died as we will die. And on the third day, God
raised him from the dead, that we might no longer live in fear of death…. This
extraordinary story and promise is that God comes through ordinary, mixed-up
people in order to save ordinary, mixed-up people, and that God comes through a
birth like all the millions of other births in the world to promise us freedom from
sin, fear, and death and rebirth as the children of God.

Children’s Blessing / La Bendición de los Niños (11 am)

Special Music / Música Especial

Jordan Marshall

Terry Jones

Just in Time for Christmas
by David Friedman and David Zippel

+

Scripture Lesson / Lectura Bíblica

Rhea Jared
Matthew 1: 18 - 25

This is how the birth of Jesus came about. When Jesus’ mother, Mary, was
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant
through the Holy Spirit. Joseph, her husband, an upright person unwilling to
disgrace her, decided to divorce her quietly.
This was Joseph’s intention when suddenly the angel of God appeared in a
dream and said, “Joseph heir to the House of David, don’t be afraid to wed Mary;
it is by the Holy Spirit that she has conceived this child. She is to have a son, and
you are to name him Jesus--Salvation--because he will save the people from their
sins.” All this happened to fulfill what God has said through the prophet: “The
virgin will be with child and give birth, and the child will be named Emmanuel”-a name which means “God is with us.”
When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of God had directed, and they went
ahead with the marriage. He did not have intercourse with her until she had given
birth; she had a son, and they named him Jesus.
One: This is the word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God. Amen.

Anthem / Selección Musical

Gospel Ensemble

Sermon / Sermón

Rev. Troy Treash
Wonder: Un…Believe…Able

Sermon Response / Respuesta del Sermón

Mark C. Brown

We Offer Ourselves / Nos Ofrecemos

Susan Broussard

Invitation to Give / Invitación Para Dar

Angela Whorton

Offertory / Ofertorio		

Gospel Ensemble

Prayer of Receiving / Oración de Recepcíon

Angela Whorton

Communion / Comunión

Angela Whorton
Rev. Troy Treash

Communion Songs / Cantos de Comunión
What Child Is This?
Arr. by Dale Warland

Away in a Manger
by Lynn DeShazo

Angels We Have Heard on High
by Bart Millard

Prayer of Thanksgiving / Acción de Gracias

+

Rev. Troy Treash

Closing Song / Canto de Salida
O Come, All Ye Faithful
O Come All Ye Faithful
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him,
Born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.
Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
O sing all ye citizen’s heav’n above.
Glory to God, all glory in the highest.
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning,
O Jesus! to Thee be all glory giv’n.
Word of the Maker, now in flesh appearing;
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.
by C. Frederick Oakeley and John Francis Wade
© Public Domain, CCLI# 31054

+

Benediction / Bendición

+

Postlude / Postludio

Rev. Troy Treash

Joel Hammett

Christmas Celebration
with our Neighbors

Santa’s
Playhouse

With your support, we can provide a reusable insulated bag with all the ingredients necessary for our
neighbors to prepare a delicious Christmas meal for
their families. Pride Charities is coordinating this effort again this year. Our goal is to collect enough donations of food and cash to assemble 185 bags and
there are several ways you can share your love with
our neighbors in need:

TODAY

CELEBRATION &
BAG DISTRIBUTION

TODAY

11 am - 1:30 pm • Activities Building

12:30 - 3 pm • Activities Building

Come meet Santa, have your picture taken, and
enjoy some wassail and gingerbread with our
Children and Youth Ministry.

Pride Charities and Resurrection MCC join together
to celebrate the season with our neighbors. Join us
as we distribute Christmas Bags, have holiday snacks,
sing, and maybe have a visit from someone familiar!

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

WONDER
DEVOTIONALS

RMCC Positive:
HIV / AIDS
SUPPORT GROUP
THURSDAYS

November 27 - December 25

Christmas is the story of wonder. Yes, it is the story
of what happened on a bright, starlit night some
two thousand years ago in the village of Bethlehem,
but it is also the story of what is happening right
now, right where you are. Without Christmas we
could never fully know the wonder of God’s love.
The wonder of Christmas is that God loved us more
than we could imagine and came to live among us
so that we could experience God with us.

7 pm • Gathering Place

Few can question the value of support groups in
helping you transition from being a person with HIV
to a person truly living with HIV. We will provide a
safe, non-judgmental environment where people can
communicate freely and find the emotional support
and education you need to better normalize HIV in
your life.

Join us on our Advent journey of Wonder through
the daily devotionals recorded by our members and
friends that will be posted to our website.
www.ResurrectionMCC.org/wonder

RMCCPositive@ResurrectionMCC.org
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HIV / STD TESTING

BY THE ST. HOPE FOUNDATION
SUNDAY

3rd Wednesdays

JANUARY 8

DECEMBER 21

10 am - 1 pm • Gathering Place
Free testing for HIV, Gonorrhea, Chlamydia, and
Syphillis (results in 2 weeks), as well as Hepatitis C
(results in 15 minutes). Knowing your HIV and STD
status is the best way for you to stay healthy and
avoid spreading sexually transmitted illnesses. Get
tested and take control.
www.offeringhope.org

KWANZAA

NEW YEAR’S DAY

WEDNESDAY

WORSHIP

DECEMBER 28
7 - 9 pm • Gathering Place

SUNDAY

Kwanzaa is a week-long celebration held in the
United States and in other nations of the Western
African diaspora in the Americas. The celebration
honors African heritage in African-American culture,
and is observed from December 26 to January 1,
culminating in a feast and gift-giving. Kwanzaa has
seven core principles (Nguzo Saba). It was created
by Maulana Karenga and was first celebrated in
1966–67. Join us for our celebration.

JANUARY 1
11 am • Sanctuary

As we transition between years, we make our
first act of the new year to worship in community
together at 11 am. It is always good to begin with
worship. Whatever your resolutions imagined or
made, start together in celebration and praise.

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org
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An Exploration of

SUNDAY

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates

JANUARY 8

WEDNESDAYS

JANUARY 4, 11, 18, 25

12:45 - 2:45 PM • CHAPEL

7 - 8:30 pm • Gathering Place

This profound work offers a powerful new framework
for understanding our nation’s history and current
crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea
of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all but
falls most heavily on the bodies of black women
and men -- bodies exploited through slavery and
segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up,
and murdered out of all proportion.
RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

Prison Pen Pal

Introductory Meeting

JANUARY 94

SUNDAYS

JANUARY 8 & 15
1 - 2:30 pm • Gathering Place

Join Free World allies who write and support LGBTQ
prisoners. We will work toward the abolition of the
prison industrial complex rooted in the experience
of currently and formerly incarcerated people.
We are outraged by the specific violence of the
prison industrial complex against LGBTQ people,
and respond through advocacy, education, direct
service, and organizing.
Justice@resurrectionMCC.org
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YAASS
THURSDAYS
BEGINNING JANUARY 12

JANUARY 13

7 - 8:30 pm • Workroom

Bellissimo Restaurant

Join our Young Adult Actively Serving Saints
(YAASS) weekly as they explore Covenant, a fresh
look at a timeless promise. The Biblical concept
of covenant speaks to an enduring commitment
between God and God’s fruitful people. It’s a
promise -- to live in a loving relationship with
and for each other. Our purpose is to engage
participants in conversations about this unique and
special relationship -- as well as our relationships
with each other and the world around us -- as we
study the Bible.

1848 Airline Dr, Houston, TX 77009
(832) 618-1168

YoungAdults@ResurrectionMCC.org

SUNDAYS

JANUARY 15, 22, 29
1 - 2:30 pm • Chapel

Using the studies of Yale historian John Boswell
(“Same-Sex Unions in Pre-Modern Europe”),
New Testament seminary professor L. William
Countryman, and others, we will examine the story
of Sodom (where the sin was inhospitality), Jude’s
decrying sex with angels, and five texts (Leviticus
18:22, Leviticus 20:13, Romans 1:27, I Corinthians
6:9, and I Timothy 1:10).
RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org
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For YTD Ended December 11, 2016
$785,393.31
$50,379.10
$132,559.91
$968,332.32

$744,345.56
$45,823.55
$152,307.18
$942,476.29
($25,856.03)

362

396

206

307

568

703

This Week @
ResurrectionMCC.org
This schedule lists open offerings for which all are
invited to participate. This is not a comprehensive list
of all events on campus.

SUNDAY

DECEMBER 18

9:00 am
Worship Service
10:15 am Coffee Talk
10:45 am Generation Faith Teens
11:00 am Worship Service
11:00 am Santa’s Playhouse
12:15 pm Coffee Talk
12:30 pm Christmas with our Neighbors
1:30 pm
Devotion in Motion

MONDAY

Sanctuary
Gathering Place
Activities Building
Sanctuary
Activities Building
Gathering Place
Activities Building
Activities Building

DECEMBER 19
No Events Scheduled

TUESDAY
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

DECEMBER 20
Gospel Ensemble Rehearsal
Music Room
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
Sanctuary
Narcotics Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
Yoga
Activities Building

WEDNESDAY
11:30 am
6:30 pm

DECEMBER 21

OWLS Social
Gathering Place
Overeaters Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel

THURSDAY
7:00 pm

DECEMBER 22

HIV / AIDS Support Group

FRIDAY

Gathering Place

DECEMBER 23
No Events Scheduled

SATURDAY
9:30 am
10:00 am
7:00 pm

Overeaters Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Devotion in Motion
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

SUNDAY
11:00 am
12:15 pm

DECEMBER 24
Chapel
Sanctuary
Sanctuary

DECEMBER 25
Worship Service
Coffee Talk

Sanctuary
Gathering Place

After Worship

