February 14, 2016

+

Opening Song / Canción de Apertura

Border
Crossings

Nada te Turbe
Nada te turbe,
Nada te espante.
Quien a Dios tiene
Nada le falta.
Nada te turbe,
Nada te espante.
Solo Dios basta.
Nothing can trouble,
Nothing can frighten.
Those who seek God
Shall never go wanting.
Nothing can trouble,
Nothing can frighten.
God alone fills us.
Words and Music by Unknown

+

Our Community Gathers / Nuestro Communidad Se Reúne

Rev. Troy Treash

Announcements / Anuncios		

Angela Whorton

Exchange of Peace / Saludo de Paz

		

Rev. Troy Treash

We embrace the
wilderness this
Lenten season. We
are informed by the
Hebrew Scripture
texts of chosen and
forced migration
from famine, from
war, from home
and back to home.
The people cross
borders back and
forth and wrestle
with identity of who
they are in each
transition. Where
is God with them
in each challenge?
How do they relate
to difference in
the world? These
crossings come
to bear today
as countries or
continents can no
longer practice
isolationism but
are increasingly
connected. Barriers
exist, but connections
and relationships can
grow in interfaith
contexts, between
economic classes,
ethnicities, languages,
as we trust in God
deeper than our
differences. What
borders are you ready
to cross?
February 14
A Wandering
Aramean
February 21
Call Me Ishmael
February 28
Homeward Bound
March 6
No Going Back

+ You are invited to rise in body or spirit. / De pie por favor.

March 13
Life Without Borders

+

Gathering Song / Recopilación de Canciones
We Shall Overcome
We shall overcome
We shall overcome
We shall overcome some day
Oh, deep in my heart
I do believe
We shall overcome some day
We'll walk hand in hand
We'll walk hand in hand some day
Oh, deep in my heart
I do believe
We'll walk hand in hand some day
Composer Unknown
© Public Domain

Pastoral Prayer		

Deacon Marcial Renteria

Jesus Prayer		

Deacon Marcial Renteria

Special Music / Especial Musícal 		

Noy Boungnasouk

Prem Ratan Dhan Payo

+

Scripture Lesson / Lectura Bíblica		

Anandrea Molina

Deuteronomy 26:1-11
		"Cuando hayas entrado en la tierra que el Señor tu Dios te da por heredad
para poseerla, y tomar posesión de ella, y establecerte en ella, tomarás de
las primicias de todos los frutos de la tierra, que se cosechen en esa tierra
que El te da, y las pondrás en una canasta e iras al lugar que Jehová tu Dios
escogera para que habite alli su nombre. Deberás ir al sacerdote que esté
en funciones en ese momento, y le diras: "Hoy declaro al Señor tu Dios que
he entrado en la tierra que El juró a nuestros padres que nos regalaría."
Uno: Esto es Palabra de Dios para el Pueblo de Dios.
Todos: Demos gracias a Dios.
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Anthem / Seleccion Musical		

Sanctuary Choir

We Are Trav'lers on a Journey

Novelist

Words By Richard Gillard Setting by Craig Courtney

Sermon / Sermón		

Rev. Vickey Gibbs
A Wandering Aramean

Sermon Response		

Joel Hammett

We Offer Ourselves / Nos Ofrecemos		

Jorge Venereo
Whigman Montoya

Invitation to Give / Ofrenda		

Angela Whorton

Offertory/ Ofertorio

Sanctuary Choir
We Walk by Faith
by LLoyd Larson

Prayer of Receiving / Oración de Recepción		

Angela Whorton

Communion / Comunión		

Rev. Troy Treash
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Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie
In Nigeria,
Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie's novel Half
of a Yellow Sun has
helped inspire new,
cross-generational
communication
about the Biafran
war. In this and in
her other works,
she seeks to instill
dignity into the
finest details of each
character, whether
poor, middle class or
rich, exposing along
the way the deep
scars of colonialism
in the African
landscape.
Adichie's newest
book, The Thing
Around Your
Neck, is a brilliant
collection of stories
about Nigerians
struggling to cope
with a corrupted
context in their
home country,
and about the
Nigerian immigrant
experience.
Adichie builds on
the literary tradition
of Igbo literary giant
Chinua Achebe—and
when she found out
that Achebe liked
Half of a Yellow
Sun, she says she
cried for a whole
day. What he said
about her rings true:
“We do not usually
associate wisdom
with beginners,
but here is a new
writer endowed with
the gift of ancient
storytellers.”

Communion

Communion Songs / Cantos de Comunión

As we gather, break
bread, and tell stories
of hope through prayer,
song and ritual in
the practice we call
"communion," we bear
witness that "Life is
stronger than death.
People can change with
God’s help. And God is
worthy of our thanks and
praise." All are welcome
at the table: you do not
need to be a member
of this or any church to
gather as God's children
at the table of Life.
A brief blessing is
offered with bread and
unfermented juice,
available to all. Glutenfree bread is offered at
the far right; Spanish
blessing offered at the
far left.
Please honor this time of
sacred community with
singing, quiet meditation
or prayer that we might
each receive the spiritual
nourishment we seek ...

Comunión

Al reunirnos, partir el
pan, y contar historias
de esperanza a través de
la oración, el canto y el
ritual en la práctica que
llamamos "comunión",
damos testimonio de
que "la vida es más
fuerte que la muerte.
Las personas pueden
cambiar con la ayuda de
Dios. Y Dios es digno de
nuestro agradecimiento
y alabanza. "Todos están
invitados a la mesa:
no es necesario ser
miembro de esta iglesia
o cualquier reunir como
hijos de Dios en la mesa
de la Vida.
Una breve bendición se
ofrece con el pan y el
jugo, al alcance de todos.
Pan sin gluten se ofrece
en el extremo derecho;
bendición españoles
ofrecen en el extremo
izquierdo.
Por favor respetar este
tiempo de comunidad
sagrada con canto,
la meditación o la
oración silenciosa para
que podamos recibir
cada uno el alimento
espiritual que buscamos.

Santo, Santo, Santo

Words and Music by Unknown

When I Look Into Your Holiness
by Cathy Perrin and Wayne Perrin

The Heart of Worhip
by Matt Redman

Prayer of Thanksgiving / Acción de Gracias

Rev. Troy Treash

+ Closing Song / Canto de Salida
Blessed Assurance
Blessèd assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of the Spirit, washed in pure love.
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior, all the day long;
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior, all the day long.
by Fanny Jane Crosby and Phoebe Palmer Knapp
Public Domain, CCLI# 22324

+ Benediction / Bendición		

+ Postlude / Postludio		
Blessed Assurance-reprise
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Rev. Vickey Gibbs
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Worship | Sunday, 9 & 11 am
Children & Youth Worship | Sunday, 11 am
Nursery | Sunday, 9 & 11 am
Resurrection MCC

2025 West 11th St, Houston, Texas 77008
Phone 713-861-9149 / Fax 713-861-2520
www.ResurrectionMCC.org

Welcome!

If you are attending Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church for the first time, we are
glad to have you here! We invite you to join us each week as we worship God and learn
more about Christian living in an inclusive way. All are welcome.
Make sure to visit the Concierge Desk, located in our Welcome Area, to receive a
gift from us. You will find friendly volunteer hosts waiting to greet you.

Worship Services

Resurrection MCC is proud to offer a variety in our worship services. Our two Sunday
services, at 9 & 11 am, are identical in form, however they contain different elements from
diverse religious traditions each week.

A Special Welcome to First-Time Families!

Our nursery staff would love to meet you and your infants & children aged one month
through three years! The nursery is located to the right of the Sanctuary entrance and is
open during both the 9 & 11 am services.
Children and youth aged 4 - 17 years are invited to join our Youth Ministries Program during
the 11 am service in the Activities Building (located across the breezeway from our main
parking lot). Sign-in begins at 10:45 am. All children must be registered and signed-in to
attend. Parents are welcome to join the children for Communion at Noon in the Activities
Building. Snack & sign-outs begin at 12:15 pm.

About Us…

Resurrection MCC is a Christian church that follows God's call to justice for all people. We
build on a rich history of social justice for, and on behalf of, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,
and queer people. Since its founding in 1968, Metropolitan Community Churches have
been at the vanguard of civil and human rights movements as an international advocate for
vulnerable people in places where religious orthodoxy, sexism, transphobia and homophobia
can result in violence and death. MCC has been on the forefront in the struggle towards
marriage equality in the US and other countries worldwide and continues to be a powerful
voice in the LGBTQ equality movement. MCC’s ministry reaches over 43,000 members in
over 250 churches in 22 countries worldwide.
Metropolitan Community Churches are on a bold mission to transform hearts, lives, and
history. We are a movement that faithfully proclaims God's inclusive love for all people and
proudly bears witness to the holy integration of spirituality and sexuality. Because of our
faith we are called to: do justice, show kindness, and live humbly with God (Micah 6:8);
explore life's questions with open hearts and minds; raise our voices in sacred defiance
against exclusion, whether religious, political or systemic; reach out to those with no hope;
equip new generations of remarkable, far-reaching spiritual activists.
Our MISSION is to demonstrate God’s unconditional love to all people through
Christ-like action.
Our VISION is to boldly experience, engage, and embody our faith to transform
ourselves and the world into the full expression of Christ’s inclusive love.
At Resurrection MCC, every member and friend is a minister of the church. We envision
a Christian community that values diversity and is as diverse and all-encompassing
as creation. Through salvation, service, study, and tithing, each member and friend
will live and grow in faith and be spiritually fed. We embrace four core values:

Core Values

Inclusion

Love is our greatest moral value. Inclusion is a primary focus of our ministry. We believe
that all people, as they are and where they are, should be welcomed at God’s table.
Community

Our deep desire is to offer a safe and open community for people to worship, learn,
share, and grow in their faith. We are committed to equipping ourselves and each other
to do the work that God has called us to do in the world.
Spiritual Transformation

A message of liberation guides our ministry. We believe that when people are invited to
experience God through the life and ministry of Christ, lives are transformed.
Justice

We are committed to uplifting all people and standing with those who suffer under the
weight of oppressive systems. We are guided by our commitment to global human rights.
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Prosperous
Heart
SATURDAY

FEBRUARY
20
9 am - 1 pm • Gathering Place

Wednesdays

January 6 - March 30

During All Church Workdays, we get together
to love on, clean up, organize, and maintain our
church. This day we would like to clean storage
area, power wash outside ceiling, and paint
parking lines. Join us at 9 am in the Welcome Area
to choose an indoor or outdoor project. Lunch and
laughs will be held in the Gathering Place from
Noon - 1 pm.

7 - 8:30 pm • Gathering Place

Join us for an eleven-week program for using your
creative heart and soul to lead you to prosperity in
all the areas of your life. With inspiring new daily
tools and strategies that follow in the footsteps of
Cameron’s groundbreaking The Artist’s Way, this
book guides readers in developing a life that is as full
and as satisfying as they ever thought possible. Book
available in Inspirations Bookstore.

Shiv@ResurrectionMCC.org

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

The New
Jim Crow
JOY OF

Sundays

DJEMBE
DRUMMING

January 17 - February 21
Chapel, 1 - 2:30 pm
The New Jim Crow highlights the racial dimensions of
the War on Drugs. It argues that federal drug policy
unfairly targets communities of color, keeping millions
of young, black men in a cycle of poverty and behind
bars. The book begins by disproving claims that
racism is dead. Those who believe that full equality
been achieved would do well to notice many African
Americans' reality today. Join us for this six week book
study as we discuss and discover truths hidden in plain
sight. Book available in Inspirations Bookstore.

SATURDAY

FEBRUARY
20
1 - 5 pm
Activities Building

The advanced group of drummers from the
Imani Vida Drum Circle meet to rehearse
for community event performances.
For an audition to join, email
Greg@ResurrectionMCC.org

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org
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IS IT OK
TO CALL
GOD
MOTHER?
Monday • Virtual

MARCH 7

With tender power and wit, Paul Smith challenges
the church to biblical fidelity and justice in its worship
language. How encouraging it is to hear an evangelical
male voice affirm the necessity of feminine images of
God! This outstanding book so clearly and convincingly
demonstrates the biblical imperative for inclusive
Godlanguage that the Christian community can no
longer ignore it.”Jann Aldredge Clanton, Ph.D.,
chaplain, Baylor University Medical Center; author of
God & Gender On Demand
RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

2016 DAILY

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS

Meeting
Jesus
on the
Margins

UPPITY WOMEN

OF THE BIBLE

Where do you meet Jesus? In the Gospel of Matthew,
Jesus urges us to feed the hungry, clothe the naked,
welcome the stranger, and visit the prisoners, and in
doing so, we meet Jesus. These daily reflections by
well-know faith leaders and read by members and
friends of our congregation who are also faith leaders,
offer real life stories of serving and being served by "the
least of these." The meditations also explore our own
hunger, our own vulnerabilities, and the times we are
imprisioned, either self-imposed or by circumstance.
Come and meet Jesus each day this blessed Lenten
season.

Sundays

MARCH 6, 13, 20, 27
2 - 3:30 pm • Chapel

Uppity Women of the Bible is a four volume DVDbased series featuring Hebrew Bible professor Dr. Lisa
Wolfe. Combining careful scholarship with humor and
fresh insights, Dr. Wolfe presents just what we need
for lively, thoughtful discussion of Ruth, The Song of
Songs, Esther and Judith.
RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

Join us for daily video devotionals available each day
throughout Lent on our Web site at
www.ResurrectionMCC.org/lent
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houston
food bank

MCC 101
Sunday

Thursday

March 13

6 - 9 pm

1:30 - 3:30 pm • Gathering Place

March 10

Learn more about who we are at Resurrection MCC
in this introductory class. We’ll discuss the mission,
vision, and values of Resurrection MCC, learn more
about our history, and discover the many ways people
are making an impact in our faith community. At
the end of class you will be given the opportunity
to become a member if you feel God’s call on your
heart to do so. The class is open to those wishing to
become members and those who simply want to learn
more about Resurrection MCC. Lunch provided.
www.ResurrectionMCC.org/mcc101
Connections@ResurrectionMCC.org

Houston Food Bank, 535 Portwall St, Houston 77029
Join us in the fight against hunger as we volunteer with
the Houston Food bank. We’ll assist others in processing
food that will help feed our hungry neighbors. Wear
jeans, t-shirt, and tennis shoes (shorts and open-toed
shoes are not permitted for safety reasons). Wear a
Resurrection MCC “Love Thy Neighbor” shirt if available.
Registration Required: www.ResurrectionMcc.org/food-bank
Mark@ResurrectionMCC.org

GEN SILENT

Saturday

March 12

Sunday

March 13

5 - 9 pm • Activities Building

1 - 2:30 pm • Chapel

Eat! Talk! Play! Create! Bring your family (however you
define it), board and card games and let’s have some
fun! Hot dogs, chips and drinks provided.

“Gen Silent,” a documentary feature from Mad Stu
Productions, chronicles the lives of six LGBT (lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender) seniors as they deal
with surviving in a care system that is hostile to their
lifestyles.

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org
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First Sunday (Protein)
Tuna, Chicken, Vienna Sausages, Lunch Loaf
Second Sunday (Fruits & Vegetables)
Canned Fruit, Peas, Corn, Green Beans
Third Sunday (Carb)
Small bags of Rice/Beans, Pasta Noodles, Soup
Fourth Sunday (Breakfast)
Cereal, Oatmeal
Fifth Sunday (Toiletries, Travel-size)
Soap, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Deodorant, Shampoo
Please note that all items listed are food products that we
use for the food bags. Although we are happy to accept
your food donations, please consider purchasing only the
items listed above.
Your continued support of this ministry is truly making
a difference in the lives of many. For more information,
check out our new Web site, www.pride-charities.com, or
"Like" us on Facebook.

Pick up the latest edition of our
On the Journey magazine from any Sanctuary
entrance today!

Available at
Sanctuary Entrances
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We Make the Road by Walking -

YOGA

A Year Long Quest for Spiritual
Formation, Reorientation and Activation

CONNECTIONS

by Brian McLaren

The fifty-two (plus a few) weekly readings can each
be read aloud in 10 to 12 minutes and offer a simple
format for insightful reflections and transformative
practices. Organized around the traditional church
year, these readings give an overview of the whole
Bible and guide an individual or a group of friends
through a year of rich study, interactive learning, and
personal growth. Perfect for Brunch Buddies, Friday
Night Out, HOME Groups (virtual or real world) or
individual study, each reading invites you to cultivate
an honest, intelligent understanding of the Bible and
of Christian faith in 21st century. We will engage with
discussion questions designed to challenge, stimulate,
and encourage. Join the Facebook group, We Make
The Road By Walking, https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1639782216294899/ , to participate. A new
post will appear each Friday.
RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org

Instructors Alternate Weekly:
Darrin Brindle, Robin Mack,
Debbie Kelly, and Special Guests

TUESDAYS

7 - 8 pm | Activities Building
Please bring water and towel. Yoga mats available
to borrow. Beginner to Intermediate skill levels.

Details & RSVP:
Yoga@ResurrectionMCC.org

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED
One of the wonderful things about Sunday School
teachers is that we always need more! There is room
for you! Join us this season (February through May).

FIVE
REASONS YOU SHOULD TEACH:
1. THE STUDENTS ARE DELIGHTFUL: They will enrich
2.

3.

4.

5.

your spirit, expand your horizons and grow your faith –
you need them in your life!
THE LESSONS ARE COMPELLING: They will challenge
your thinking, give you new ways of sharing your faith,
and deepen your own relationship with Jesus Christ.
The lesson plans and materials have been selected and
provided for you.
THE TIME COMMITMENT IS FINITE: You commit to
a specific Sunday or series of Sundays throughout the
season. We rotate leadership responsibilities so that
every leader has the opportunity to attend worship
regularly.
THE TEAMWORK IS UPLIFTING: The community
of Sunday School leaders will delight and encourage
you and help you feel the creative energy of the Spirit.
Newcomers are paired with experienced leaders – and
we always need two leaders in every class to ensure the
students’ and teachers’ safety.
YOU PROMISED: Every time we baptize a child we
promise to guide and nurture our children by word and
deed, with love and prayer, encouraging them to know
and follow Christ . Volunteering to lead Sunday School
is a terrific way to make good on this vital promise.
Contact: RevVickey@ResurrectionMCC.org
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12-STEP SUPPORT GROUPS
Rainbow of Hope

by

Narcotics Anonymous

Tuesdays, 7 - 8 pm | Chapel
A recovery program that offers hope and freedom from
active addiction in a safe space for the LGBTQ community.
This group meets weekly to help each other learn a new
way of life through sharing their experience, strength, and
hope. 832-326-6330

Catering for Office Parties & Corporate Events
Church Receptions, Holiday Parties & Mixers

Overeaters Anonymous

Specializing in Custom Designed Edible Art,
Holy Union & Wedding Cakes, Custom Designed Cakes,
Celebration Cakes, Cupcakes & Cake Pops,
Pies & Tarts, Candies & Candy Apples
and Candy Buffets

Wednesdays, 7 - 8 pm & Saturdays, 9:30 - 10:30 am | Chapel
A program of recovery from compulsive eating that is
not just about weight loss, weight gain maintenance,
obesity, or diets. This support group also addresses
physical,
emotional
and
spiritual
well-being.
OA@ResurrectionMCC.org

Office Party Houston by Baby Cakes
www.BabyCakesBakes4U.yolasite.com
officepartyhouston@yahoo.com 281-919-6765

Throwback Thursday Old School

Big Book Study

Thursdays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm | Chapel
Bring Your Big Book, a highlighter, and get ready to
get down with the dictionary and the first 164 pages
and Dr. Bob's story! All Big Book-based 12-Step
Recovery folks welcome to this open AA Meeting.
BigBook@ResurrectionMCC.org

Please sample and enjoy our
edible offerings at Coffee Talk
every Sunday after Worship
Services in the Gathering Place.

Celebrating Your Birthday!

FISHERS NET

PRAYER MINISTRY

We would like to send you birthday greetings on your
special day so please take a moment to complete your
profile in ACS so that we are able to celebrate your
birthday with you. It is easy to do. Just go to our Web
site at www.ResurrectionMCC.org click on the "My
Journey" logo and create or update your profile.

Fishers Net offers personal prayers on Sundays at the
Prayer Wall after the 11:00 am Worship Service.
Please email your prayer request to
Prayers@ResurrectionMCC.org.

General Fund Giving Report 		

General Offerings
Fundraising
Events/Leases
Total Income
Variance
Attendance
Worship
Programming
Total Weekly Attendance

For Week and YTD Ended February 7, 2015
Anticipated
$86,257.07
$5,532.97
$14,558.56
$106,348.60
Week Ended
505
167
672
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Actual
$79,986.56
$0.00
$21,851.04

$101,837.60
($4,511.00)
YTD Average
436
166
602

Ministry Plan Need is the
weekly amount needed
per the budget approved
by the congregation to
achieve our 2016 ministry
plan goals and strategic
growth initiatives.

This Week @
ResurrectionMCC.org
This schedule lists open offerings for which all are invited to participate.
This is not a comprehensive list of all events on campus.

SUNDAY
9:00 am
10:15 am
10:45 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
12:30 pm
1:00 pm

			
Worship Service 		
Coffee Talk!
Youth Ministries Program
Worship Service 		
Coffee Talk!
Brunch Buddies
The New Jim Crow

MONDAY
6:30 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

FEBRUARY 15
Gathering Place

Virtual
Chapel
Sanctuary

FEBRUARY 18

AA Big Book 12-Step Meeting
OFFICE CLOSED

Chapel
FEBRUARY 19

No Events Scheduled
SATURDAY

OFFICE CLOSED

FEBRUARY 20

All Church Work Day
Welcome Center
Overeaters Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
Joy of Djembe Drumming
Sancutary

SUNDAY		
9:00 am
10:15 am
10:45 am
11:00 am
12:15 pm
12:30 pm
1:00 pm

A new opportunity to make friends over conversation
and breakfast snacks, begins this Sunday! Following
both worship services, you may enjoy coffee, tea, as
well as sweet and savory breakfast snacks served in
the Gathering Place. We hope you will find this as a
great opportunity to meet new friends and reconnect
with those you already know. To help with Coffee Talk,
please email CoffeeTalk@ResurrectionMCC.org or
simply stop by, have a cup of coffee, and chat.

FEBRUARY 17

Lenten Daily Devotional
Overeaters Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Ash Wednesday Service

FRIDAY

9:00 am
9:30 am
1:00 pm

Every Sunday
After Both Worship Services
Gathering Place

Gospel Ensemble Rehearsal
Music Room
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
Sanctuary
Narcotics Anonymous 12-Step Meeting
Chapel
Yoga
Activities Building

THURSDAY
6:30 pm

Chapel

FEBRUARY 16

WEDNESDAY
12:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Sanctuary
Gathering Place
Activities Building
Sanctuary
Gathering Place

Toastmasters

TUESDAY
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

FEBRUARY 14

COFFEE TALK

Worship Service 		
Coffee Talk!
Youth Ministries Program
Worship Service 		
Coffee Talk!
Brunch Buddies
The New Jim Crow

FEBRUARY 21
Sanctuary
Gathering Place
Activities Building
Sanctuary
Gathering Place
Chapel

BRUNCH

BUDDIES
TODAY
12:30 pm

SPAGHETTI WESTERN

1951 W. T.C. JESTER, HOUSTON 77008
(713) 360-6634 • WWW. SPAGWESTHOUSTON.COM.

Join us at a nearby restaurant every Sunday. The
restaurant name and address will be printed in this
location in the bulletin each week. Whether you're a
long-time congregant or a first-time visitor, consider
yourself invited to become a Brunch Buddy!
Angela@ResurrectionMCC.org

