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+ Please rise in body or spirit.

+

 
We Gather

From many places 
we gather here. This 
is a high point of our 

week. We see our 
friends. We make 

new friends. And we 
spend time with The 
Friend -- the loving 

Christ who meets us 
where we are, as we 

are. In this Sanctuary 
we worship and 

through worship the 
courage within us 

is kindled to inspire 
courageous living 
beyond this place.

This hymn eloquently 
announces today’s 

hope for tomorrow’s 
Church. Written by 
United Methodist 

Deacon Laurie 
Zelman and 

contemporary 
composer, Mark 

A. Miller, the lyrics 
illuminate a vision 
of the Church as 
the starting place 

to model a peaceful 
and just world. The 
music, by Mark A. 
Miller, matches the 

intention of the lyrics, 
using stanzas as the 

necessary preparatory 
ground that leads to 
the joyful affirmation 
that “All are welcome” 

in the refrain. As 
Christians, this song 
holds us accountable 

to Jesus’ message 
of inclusion and 

equality.                        

Prelude  Eli'jah Carroll 

Here I Am to Worship  
 

Our Community Gathers Rev. Janice Ladd
Mark Eggleston

Hymn

Welcome (Let's Walk Together)



We Listen
Today’s biblical 

texts testify to God’s 
investment in creating 
a new world. We also 
see in these passages 
human beings who 

keep on struggling and 
enduring with God’s 

persistent promise and 
relentless presence. 

These passages cause 
us to long for — and 

call us to work for 
— a future that is 

almost beyond our 
imagination. We must 
look up and keep on 

working. It is not over 
until it is over; the end 

is not yet here.

Luke 21:5-6 talks 
about how an edifice 
or an institution will 
be toppled, thrown 

down or thrown away. 
The good news is even 
religious institutions 

and traditions are 
subject to critique and 

transformation, and 
we can participate 

in — and be witnesses 
to — positive as well 
as negative changes. 
In addition, Isaiah 

65:17-25 proclaims the 
good news that God is 
also committed to and 

involved in bringing 
about positive change. 

The promise or the 
vision is that God 

will put an end to all 
ideologies and practices 

that cause premature 
deaths. After a 

reference to ending and 
replacing exploitation 
with a hopeful future, 

Isaiah paints the 
beautiful picture of 

the wolf and the lamb 
feeding together, and 
the lion eating straw 
like the ox. This is a 

future when difference 
will no longer be a 

barrier to harmonious 
existence. 

~ Adapted from 
Out in Scripture, 

Proper 28 Year C.
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Invocation   Rev. Pat Farnan

First Reading    Carlos Rivera (9 am)
Gemma Burns (11 am)

 Isaiah 65:17-25

  For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not 
be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice in 
Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in 
it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, 
or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years 
will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered 
accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat 
their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another 
eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long 
enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— and their descendants as well. Before 
they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb 
shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall 
be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord. 

   
Musical Interlude 

Thank You

Thank you for the world so sweet, 
Thank you for the food we eat, 

Thank You for the birds that sing, 
Thank You, God, for everything.

Second Reading Terry Talley (9 am)
Elisa Vega-Burns (11 am)

Luke 21:5-19

  When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 
stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, “As for these things that you see, the days 
will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” They 
asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to 
take place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in 
my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. “When you 
hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place 
first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to them, “Nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in 
various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs 
from heaven. “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they 
will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings 
and governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to testify. So 
make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you words 
and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 
You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they 
will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a 
hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls." 

+

+
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Rev. Dr 
Cindi Love
Rev. Dr. Love currently 
serves as the Executive 

Director of SOULFORCE. 
Throughout its 12-year 

history, SOULFORCE has 
used the principles and 
practices of Mohandas 
Gandhi's and Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King's 
relentless nonviolent 
resistance and direct 

action to bring attention 
to and achieve freedom 

from religious and 
political oppression of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender, queer and 
questioning people. 

Prior to SOULFORCE, 
Rev. Dr. Love served as the 
Executive Director of the 

Metropolitan Community 
Churches worldwide. She 
is a member of the Faith 

and Religion Council 
for The Human Rights 

Campaign in Washington, 
D.C., an active member of 
Exodus MCC in Abilene, 

Texas, the senior advocate 
for chronically disabled 
adults for The Shelton 

Foundation at the West 
Texas Rehabilitation 
Center and a devoted 

mom and spouse. 

We 
Receive

All congregations in 
MCC practice an 

open communion.
We believe that 
communion is a

visible sign of Christ's
presence and God's

grace that each one of us, 
friend or member, may 

receive. Simply
come forward as
the ushers direct. 

During Communion you 
will be offered bread and 
cup with a brief blessing. 

We use grape juice
for the cup so that 
all may participate.

If you desire a deeper 
partnering in prayer 
(intercessory prayer), 
prayer ministers are 

available at the Side Altar 
during communion. 

The Fishers Net Prayer 
Ministry is also available 
following both services to

pray with you. 

Anthem Sanctuary Choir
O Worship the King  

arranged by Hensen

Spiritual Encouragement  Rev. Dr. Cindi Love
 

 Do It Anyway 

Musical Interlude

Thank You

Thank you for the world so sweet, 
Thank you for the food we eat, 

Thank You for the birds that sing, 
Thank You, God, for everything.

Making Ministry Happen     Darrin Brindle

Offertory  Steven Ponder

Give Me Jesus
arranged by Mark Hayes

Communion     Rev. Kristen Klein-Cechettini

Communion Songs 

Just a Closer Walk with Thee
I am weak, but Thou art strong;
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;

I’ll be satisfied as long
As I walk, let me walk close to Thee. 

(Chorus)
Just a closer walk with Thee,

Grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
Daily walking close to Thee,
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

Through this world of toil and snares,
If I falter, Lord, who cares?

Who with me my burden shares?
None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee. (Chorus)

When my feeble life is o’er,
Time for me will be no more;
Guide me gently, safely o’er

To Thy kingdom shore, to Thy shore. (Chorus)
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Obrigado, Senhor (We Are Thankful, O Lord) 

Obrigado, Senhor, Aleluia. 
Obrigado, Senhor, Aleluia 
Obrigado, Senhor, Aleluia.

Aleluia, Aleluia, Aleluia. 
We are thankful, O Lord, Alleluia. 
We are thankful, O Lord, Alleluia. 
We are thankful, O Lord, Alleluia. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Here at Thy Table, Christ

Here at Thy table, Christ, this sacred hour,
O let us feel Thee near, in loving power,

Calling our thoughts away from grief within,
As to Thy banquet hall we enter in.

Sit at the feast, dear Friend, break thou the bread; 
Fill thou the cup that our souls shall be fed; 
that we may find in Thee pardon and peace, 

And from all bondage win a full release.
So shall our life of faith be full, be sweet;

And we shall find our strength for each day meet;
Fed by Thy living bread, all hunger past,
We shall be satisfied, and saved at last.

Come then, O Holy Christ, feed us, we pray;
Touch with Thy gentle hand each common day;

Making our earthly life full of Thy grace,
Till in the home of heaven we find our place. Amen.

There’s a Spirit of Love in This Place

There’s a spirit of love in this place, there’s a spirit of love in this place,
you can’t see it but its there, just as precious as the air,

there’s a spirit of love in this place. 

There’s the presence of peace in this room, there’s the presence of peace in this room,
in God’s tenderness is found peace that passes human bounds,

there’s the presence of peace in this room.

O, Alleluia, sing alleluia, we bless your holy name. O Alleluia, sing alleluia,
there’s a spirit of love in this place.

There’s a space for grace in our hearts, there’s a space for grace in our hearts, it’s in learning 
to forgive that our sprits truly live, there’s a space for grace in our hearts. 

O, Alleluia, sing Alleluia we bless your holy name. O, Alleluia, sing alleluia,
there’s a space for grace, there’s the presence of peace, there’s a spirit of love in this place.

Prayer of Thanksgiving   Rev. Kristen Klein-Cechettini

Benediction   Rev. Dr. Cindi Love

+

+

We Sing
We sing as a body 

during the distribution 
of the elements. If you 

do not wish to sing, 
please be in an attitude 
of prayer for those who 
wish to meditate during

this time.

We Go 
Forth

God's love cannot be 
contained within the 

walls of this Sanctuary. 
Take the love of Christ 

from this place into your 
homes, neighborhoods 

and communities.

Prayer
If you are in need of 

prayer support, you can 
find prayer partners 
available during our 
time of communion 
or after worship in 

the right wing of the 
Sanctuary.

Join us next sunday 
with Rev. Carolyn Mobley

as guest preacher!
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Executive Team
Rev. Harry Knox

Senior Pastor 
RevHarry@ResurrectionMCC.org

Rev. Janice Ladd 
Executive Pastor

RevJanice@ResurrectionMCC.org (x104)

Rev. Michael Diaz 
Director of Connections

RevMichael@ResurrectionMCC.org

Mark Eggleston 
Director of Outreach

Mark@ResurrectionMCC.org (x106)

Joy Jolley
Director of Operations (Interim)

Joy@ResurrectionMCC.org (x102)

Rev. Kristen Klein-Cechettini
Director of Life Development

RevKristen@ResurrectionMCC.org (x107)

Cassandra White 
Director of Worship (Part-time, Interim)

Gospel Ensemble Director
Cassandra@ResurrectionMCC.org (x109)

Professional Stipend
Joel Hammett

Organist & Accompanist

Debbie Mansfield
Nursery Coordinator 

Nursery@ResurrectionMCC.org

Sara Navarro
Graphic Design

Sara@ResurrectionMCC.org (x112)

Joel Palomares
Youth Ministries Program Coordinator

Joel@ResurrectionMCC.org

Steven Ponder
Sanctuary Choir Director

Anthony White
Gospel Ensemble Pianist 

Jim Winslett
HeavenSound Handbells Director

Jose I. Zuniga
Facilities Technician

Jose@ResurrectionMCC.org

Volunteer
Rev. Pat Farnan
Volunteer Clergy

RevPat@ResurrectionMCC.org

Rev. Mona Lopez
Volunteer Clergy

RevMona@ResurrectionMCC.org

Worship | Sunday, 9 & 11 am 

Children & Youth Worship | Sunday, 11 am

Nursery | Sunday, 9 & 11 am

Resurrection MCC
2025 West 11th St, Houston, Texas 77008
Phone 713-861-9149 / Fax 713-861-2520

www.ResurrectionMCC.org

Welcome!
If you are attending Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church for the first time, we 
are glad to have you here! We invite you to join us each week as we worship God and 
learn more about Christian living in an inclusive way. All are welcome.
Make sure to visit the Concierge Desk, located in our Welcome Area, to receive 
a gift from us. You will find friendly volunteer hosts waiting to greet you.

Worship Services
Resurrection MCC is proud to offer a variety in our worship services. Our two Sunday 
services, at 9 & 11 am, are identical in form, however they contain different elements from 
diverse religious traditions each week.

A Special Welcome to First-Time Families!
Our nursery staff would love to meet you and your infants & children aged one month 
through three years! The nursery is located to the right of the Sanctuary entrance and is 
open during both the 9 & 11 am services.
Children and youth aged 4 - 16 years are invited to join our Youth Ministries Program during 
the 11 am service in the Activities Building (located across the breezeway from our main 
parking lot). Sign-in begins at 10:45 am. All children must be registered and signed-in to 
attend. Parents are welcome to join the children for Communion at Noon in the Activities 
Building. Snack & sign-outs begin at 12:15 pm.

About Us…
Resurrection MCC is a Christian church with a primary outreach to the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer community. Metropolitan Community Churches, founded in 1968, 
is a human-rights movement and ministry operating as a Christian denomination in 22 
countries around the world. MCC is an international advocate for vulnerable people in 
places where religious orthodoxy, sexism, and homophobia can result in violence and death.
Metropolitan Community Churches are on a bold mission to transform hearts, lives, and 
history. We are a movement that faithfully proclaims God's inclusive love for all people 
and proudly bears witness to the holy integration of spirituality and sexuality. Because of 
our faith we are called to: do justice, show kindness, and live humbly with God (Micah 6:8); 
explore life's questions with open hearts and minds; raise our voices in sacred defiance 
against exclusion, whether religious, political or systemic; reach out to those with no hope; 
equip new generations of remarkable, far-reaching spiritual activists.
 The Mission of Resurrection MCC is to demonstrate God's unconditional  love to  
 all people through Christian action.
 The Vision of Resurrection MCC is to ATTRACT people into a relationship with  
 God through radical INCLUSION into God's family, transform them to Christ-like  
 MATURITY, and MOBILIZE them for their life purpose.
At Resurrection MCC, every member and friend is a minister of the church. We 
envision a Christian community that values diversity and is as diverse and all-
encompassing as creation. Through salvation, service, study, and tithing, each member 
and friend will live and grow in faith and be spiritually fed. We embrace four core values: 

Core Values
Inclusion
Love is our greatest moral value and resisting exclusion is a primary focus of our ministry. 
We want to continue to be the conduits of a faith where everyone is included in the family 
of God, and where all parts of our being are welcomed at God’s table.
Community
Offering a safe and open community for people to worship, learn and grow in their faith 
is our deep desire. We are committed to equipping ourselves and each other to do the 
work that God has called us to do in the world.
Spiritual Transformation
Providing a message of liberation from the oppressive religious environment of our day or 
to those experiencing God for the first time is what guides our ministry. We believe that 
when people are invited to experience God through the life and ministry of Christ, lives 
will be transformed.
Social Action
Working to talk less and do more, we are committed to resisting the structures that oppress 
people and standing with to those who suffer under the weight of oppressive systems, 
being guided always by our commitment to Global Human Rights.

DISCOVERING MY



Braving the Book: Bible 101
 
October 27 - November 17
This offering is for those of us who 
have steered clear of the Bible through 
confusion, fear, anger, intimidation or the like – but who are 
now in a place where we would welcome an opportunity 
to start (or start over!) with a beginner-friendly exploration 
of The Good Book! Join us for this 4-part “Bible 101” 
introduction – and you just might discover some Good News 
for yourself! Open to all; created especially for those on the 
seeking and exploring Paths in their Journey of Faith! 
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Community GatherinG

6:00 - 7:00 pm | Activities Building
Bring a brown bag and purchase a drink or snack 
from Inspirations Coffee Cafe while you meet new 
friends.

Life DeveLopment offerinGs

7:00 - 8:30 pm | Activities Building

several classes, many paths...

Where Will You Journey?

The Chalice
opening . . . receiving . . . offering

Life in Fullness

Just My Type: 
Discovering Your Spiritual 
Personality Type through the Enneagram
October 27 - November 17
Enneagram means “nine points” and refers to a system 
describing nine personality types which can be engaged as a 
tool for greater self-understanding. The healthiest characteristics 
of our personalities become accessible to us as we work 
on ourselves. As we gain clarity, awareness and integration 
regarding the positive potentials in all nine types, we become 
increasingly available and present in our relationships with God, 
ourselves and others. Join Spiritual Director Cathleen Sheil, Sue 
Schreiber and Rev. Kristen for this 4-part introductory series 
open to all, especially oriented toward those on the seeking 
and exploring Paths in their Journey of Faith! 

OFFERING TWO 4 Weeks - Open to All

OFFERING ONE  4 Weeks - Open to All

Journey Maps
  Many paths, one destination

“I’m not sure where to begin . . .” 
      “Is this workshop right for me?”
           “I’m looking for something for beginners . . . ”
                “I need something to challenge me to take the next step . . . ”

As we make our way On the Journey of Faith … we often find that although 
we frequently travel in one another’s company, we step onto the path 
from individual starting points, we navigate our way by an inner compass 
unique to our own soul, and we find ourselves drawn in distinctive ways into 
relationship with God. Beginning this Fall you will find that each of our Life 
Development offerings is identified by one or more of the following “Path” 
designations – Seeking, Exploring, Deepening, Serving, Grounding – as a 
suggestive guide to formulating personal Journey Maps for engaging Life 
Development offerings which might best “meet you where you are” in your 
spiritual growth and education journey. Check out the brief descriptions 
below as guides which you may find helpful in identifying where you are, and 
planning where you want to go - and grow!

Those on the Seeking Path are often in motion with their faith! 
Possibly recovering from faith experiences that no longer fit, possibly 
rediscovering faith longings buried long ago, discovering whole new 
possibilities for their life of faith, those on the Seeking Path are often 
interested in trying this, trying that, letting go of old stuff, trying out new 
stuff, questioning, experimenting, and just generally enjoying the faith 
adventure!

Those on the Exploring Path are often diving into their faith! Possibly 
alight or “on fire” with new or renewed experiences of the Divine, those 
on the Exploring Path often desire passionate engagement with the 
principles and practices of faith, are learning new ways to pray and 
read Scripture, and are exploring more fully who Jesus is for them and 
what it might mean for them to get up close and personal with God!

Those on the Deepening Path are often being called to new depths of 
practice in their faith! Possibly responding to a challenging or renewed 
sense of God’s Presence or Call in their lives, those on the Deepening 
Path are often already engaged in regular disciplines of prayer, study 
and service – but find they are suddenly restless for more: more intimacy 
with God, more authenticity within themselves, more surrendered love 
for others … more deepening into the Way of discipleship!

Those on the Serving Path are often practicing servant-ministry as the 
heart of their faith! Possibly also travelers on the Seeking, Exploring or 
Deepening Paths at times, those on the Serving Path often discover 
God, come into relationship with God, or experience faithfulness to God 
most vividly in the practice of serving others, and as such their preferred 
Path is one of servant-ministry: becoming transparent for the Presence 
of God in loving service to God’s children!

Those on the Grounding Path are sowing and strengthening the 
Foundations of their faith! Possibly already traveling on any of the other 
Paths, or maybe preparing the way before they venture forth, those 
stepping onto the Grounding Path are often engaging “the basics” of 
the “God-stuff” (who is God and what does that mean in my life?), the 
“me-stuff” (what do I believe and how do I live true to that?), and the “we-
stuff” (what is MCC all about and how does that shape Resurrection?) 
as they map their spiritual journey of faith!            
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a day from Hell
Recently I experienced a ‘day from hell.’  The blackberry would not stop 
vibrating; the desk phone rang off the hook. I even closed my office door 
to 1) catch up on work and 2) pray and re-focus, only to have people 
knocking on the door during my prayer time!  I was at my wits end and 
had to get out of the office.  I took a walk in a park near my office building.  
The sun was warm, there was a cool breeze on my face, birds were 
chirping, and when I looked into the heavens I saw a wonderfully bluish 
sky. I then told and confirmed to myself, this is not a day from hell, but a 
day with the taste of hell because “This is the day the LORD has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Ps 118:24. 

So the next time you are having a bad day, remember Ps 118:24.  God 
made this day. God made you and I. God did not, nor ever will make 
anything less than perfect, so the distractions are not from God.

Dear Mother Father Creator God, We collectively praise you for each and 
every day you give to us.  It is wonderful and perfect in every way, when 
we focus our hearts, minds and souls upon you.  Oh, Lord, thank you, 
thank you, thank you.  In your many names. Amen.

Join us each Sunday in the Chapel between services or near the Prayer 
Wall after our 11 am Worship service for one-on-one personal prayer. You 
can also send your requests to Prayers@ResurrectionMCC.org. Requests 
are immediately prayed over by the Fishers Net Prayer members and 
published each week in a Praise and Prayer email (unless your request is 
to remain anonymous). To sign up for Praise and Prayer alerts, go to our 
Web site and click on the "In Need of Prayer?" link.

Growing stronger in Christ and realizing our Prayers together.

~ Fishers Net Prayer Ministry ~

Fishers Net Prayer Ministry
A Dialogue with God by Ron Reeser

Sisters and brothers,

A prophetic church is built on a foundation of deep personal 
caring and solid community building. How blessed we are 
that Rev. Michael Diaz is on his way to Resurrection MCC!

Here is Rev. Michael’s letter of greeting, to which I add 
“thanks be to God!”

Rev. Harry

Greetings Resurrection MCC! 

What a joy it is to be able to introduce myself as your new 
Director of Connections! I am so excited to be joining you 
on December 5, 2010 as we begin the season of Advent and 
open the door for God’s goodness to be shown anew in our 
lives. I will be bringing the spiritual encouragement on that 
Sunday and am excited to worship with you! For the past three 
years, I have been ministering at the Sunshine Cathedral MCC 
in Fort Lauderdale, FL where I began as an intern. After my 
ordination in 2008, I continued as an Assistant to the Senior 
Pastor, and the Director of Religious Education and Volunteer 
Ministries. My prior work experience includes working with 
youth, guest lecturing, music ministry, devotional writing, 
hospital chaplaincy, and labor and community organizing.

Ten years ago, I graduated from MacArthur High School here 
in Houston, and soon after, I moved to Tulsa, OK where I 
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in New Testament Studies from 
Oral Roberts University. Three years later, I received a Master 
of Divinity degree from Episcopal Divinity School (EDS) in 
Cambridge, MA. While attending EDS, I was honored with 
the 2007 J. Norman Hall Prize for my achievements in peace 
and justice work. I was also awarded the 2007 Tek Young 
Lin Prize for Excellence in Biblical Exegesis, honoring my 
commitment to make scripture come alive in a multicultural 
world. Because of my passion for developing lay leadership 
in the church and finding new ways to include people from 
multicultural backgrounds, I am currently pursuing a Doctor 
of Ministry degree at EDS, where my focus is on developing 
biblical reading strategies for queer Latin@s.

As a native Houstonian, I am delighted that God has called 
me back to Texas where my journey first began. My own 
faith history is as diverse as a room full of MCCers! Whether 
Catholic, Pentecostal, Anglican, or New Thought – you name 
it, I’ve dabbled in it. Thank God I finally found what I’ve 
always been looking for in MCC!

I am looking forward to building 
connections among you, developing 
relationships with you, and learning 
from you at the same time. Thanks again 
for allowing me to join you on your 
faith journey as we dare to believe in the 
possibilities ahead for Resurrection MCC. 
Abundant blessings!

Rev. Michael Diaz 

Advent ConneCtion 
GROuPS
Wednesdays
december 1 - January 5
7 - 8:30 pm
Activities Building

Mark your calendars now to participate in our Advent Connection 
Groups. The 6-week small group study and daily reflection will follow 
the book: "Open the Door: A Journey to the True Self." In this book, 
beloved author and spiritual guide, Joyce Rupp, explores the rich 
image of the door as an invitation to growth and awareness, and 
leads readers to search more deeply for their authentic selves in 
fuller union with God. The Advent Connection Groups will provide 
encouragement and companionship for those who desire to open 
each new door and grow in their divine fullness. Sign up today in 
Inspirations Coffee Cafe and Bookstore.

theOPEN 
DOOR 
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GOLD for GOD
Not sure what to do with that broken gold bracelet?

Given up looking for the mate to that one gold earring? 
Want to put that old gold ring or chain to work for God? 

today at 12:30 pm in the Gathering Place, the Resurrection 
MCC fundraising committee will be hosting Gold for God, a gold 
for cash exchange event. The event will offer several ways for 
participants to contribute to Resurrection MCC:

1. Place your unwanted gold, platinum or silver in one of 
the Gold for God envelopes. At the event, your items will 
be tested for purity and value and exchanged for cash, 
which will be donated to Resurrection MCC.Gold for God 
envelopes are available at all entrances to Sanctuary. 
Donations may be placed in the offering baskets during 
services or given to a staff member. 

2. Bring your unwanted gold, platinum, or silver items to the 
event and have them tested and valued. Participants have 
the option of:

• Doing nothing. There is no obligation to sell or donate items.
• Exchanging your items for cash and keeping all proceeds.
• Donating a part of your cash exchange to Resurrection MCC.
• Donating the entire cash exchange to Resurrection MCC.

The Gold Refinery will donate 10% of all proceeds 
to Resurrection MCC.

Moses said to the whole Israelite community, "This is what the 
LORD has commanded: From what you have, take an offering 
for the LORD. Everyone who is willing is to bring to the LORD 
an offering of gold, silver and bronze…

So, get out that unwanted gold and pick up a donation 
envelope, or mark your calendar and plan on joining us for, 
Gold for God! Light refreshments will be served. 

That's why, when I heard of the solid trust you have in Jesus and your 
outpouring of love to all the followers of Jesus, I couldn't stop thanking 
God for you — every time I prayed, I'd think of you and give thanks. 
But I do more than thank. I ask — ask the God of Jesus Christ, the 
God of glory — to make you intelligent and discerning in knowing God 
personally, your eyes focused and clear, so that you can see exactly 
what it is God is calling you to do, grasp the immensity of this glorious 
way of life God has for the followers, oh, the utter extravagance of 
God's work in us who trust — endless energy, boundless strength!

Ephesians 1:15-19

Dear Members & Friends,

As we enter into this season of Thanksgiving, I hold a deep sense 
of gratitude for the people of Resurrection Metropolitan Community 
Church. I look over the last ten months and I can say with great joy, 
"We made it!" We endured the waiting period with great love, deep 
passion, and solid commitment. We prayerfully and thoughtfully 
remained a steadfast congregation in attendance, giving, and service, 
while our Pastoral Search Committee worked diligently to bring forth 
a Senior Pastor Candidate. Throughout the process, we could feel 
God's presence in our midst. We could see the hand of God in each 
moment and it provided hope and promise for our future. Standing on 
faith, we leaned into each other and into this moment in our God-story. 
I believe each of us can look back over this year and see that God has 
been forming us and shaping us into the Church Alive! We are now 
truly ready for what God holds for us. We are ready to step into our 
future with a purpose and a calling.

On October 24, 2010, we took a pivotal step into this exciting future by 
electing Rev. Harry Knox as our next Senior Pastor. The spirit among 
us was tangible as we also said "Yes!" to the expansion of our ministry 
goals for 2011. From these faithful decisions, we find ourselves 
standing at the threshold of God's calling for this congregation. It is 
from this place of excitement and gratitude that I write this letter to you. 
We need to come together again and support these decisions with a 
financial contribution over and beyond our regular tithes and offerings.

The goal of the Give Thanks Campaign is $50,000. As of Thursday, 
November 11, we have already achieved $20,115 or 40% of our goal! 
The Executive Team, Board of Directors and Lay Delegates, with full 
participation, pledged $16,025, and we have received an additional 
$4,090! Will you prayerfully consider joining us in this campaign 
during the month of November? Envelopes will be available at all 
Sanctuary entrances throughout November, or if you would prefer, 
you may contribute online. As we begin this new chapter in the life 
of Resurrection MCC, it is critical that our finances be strong and 
sustaining. Your gift will enable us to move forward and attain our 
ministry vision as the Church Alive.

A new day is dawning and tomorrow holds great promise for the 
people of Resurrection MCC. I can say with absolute confidence that 
this church will keep our eyes focused and clear, so that we can see 
exactly what it is God is calling us to do, grasp the immensity of this 
glorious way of life God has for the followers (Eph 1:18). As we keep 
our hearts focused on a foundation of love, and open to the work of 
the Spirit, we will be in awe of what we can accomplish together to 
impact both individuals and our community. Our greatest hopes, and 
God's greatest calling for us, are fulfilled as we faithfully offer our best. 
God will continue to stir our hearts to be a spiritual force for fullness 
and transformation in our community and beyond.

In Gratitude,

Rev. Janice Ladd
Executive Pastor

CAMPAIGN

Sundays | Activities Building, Room 104 
10:30 am - 11:00 am |  3rd - 7th grades welcome 

Please email questions to ChildrensChoir@ResurrectionMCC.org.

Children's Choir 
Rehearsal
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MEET THE BOARD 
 
Mary Wagner 
Administrator 

My position on the board is 
“Administrator.” It's a lofty title, 
but really the position entails few 
administrative duties and mostly dry, 
tedious business things – like dealing 
with contracts, bylaws, policies 
and procedures. I began attending 
Resurrection MCC while it was on 

Decatur Street in 1989. I finally became a member around 
2000, and after 21 years I still proudly call Resurrection my 
church home.

It is said with most things that “you get out of it as much as 
you put into it,” and the same goes for church. For years I was 
a “pew-sitter”... I attended regularly almost every Sunday; 
I had my circle of friends that I saw here each Sunday; I 
gave a little bit of money each week (and I’m talking very 
little); and I never got involved. I didn't become a member. 
I didn't go to any extra-curricular activities for the church. I 
didn't go to the Semi-Annual Congregational Meetings for 
many years. As you would expect, I got relatively little out of 
church during those early years. I only kept going because I 
liked it, I was Catholic, and a Catholic goes to church each 
Sunday. But all the while, I was watching and learning – as 
many of my friends, whom I love and respect, were stepping 
up for this church. You may have heard me say it before, 
but those were the giants on whose shoulders I now stand. 
They were singing in the choir… serving on the Board of 
Directors… and they served communion. And each of them 
was a 10% tither. I learned from the very best! 

I subscribe to the personal philosophy of “sowing and 
reaping” and in March, 2009, I sowed a seed. I stepped out 
on faith from my place of relative anonymity and was elected 
to the Board of Directors – and my life has not been the 
same since. For years I’ve been inching my way to being a 
10% tither, and in January, 2010, I sowed another seed and 
finally started tithing 10%! Try it – you’ll like it! Open yourself 
to the magic of saying “yes” to God and you will experience 
changes that you cannot imagine. Give abundantly, serve 
humbly, and receive the mighty and moving grace of God 
that comes with saying “yes.” 

On a personal note, my profession is that of attorney. I have 
an Associate of Applied Art Degree in photography; I have a 
BBA in Finance from uT Austin; and I have a JD/MBA from 
the university of Houston. I was born and raised in Iowa; I 
was raised Roman Catholic; I am the fifth of seven children; 
my parents are still living; I have two precious miniature 
schnauzers; and I have been in a committed relationship 
for 8 years.

MontroSE 
GracE PlacE 
Needs Your Help!

Montrose Grace Place is a place of dignity and of respect 
for homeless youth of all sexual orientations and gender 
identities. On Thursday evenings, we provide a good meal, 
creative activities, referrals to social services, and healing 
relationships with safe, accepting adults. 

And we need your help! We have a dire need for volunteers 
to help cook, set up, and clean up dinner on Thursday nights. 

We also need a small, committed core of volunteers to be 
mentors. These volunteers will undergo a thorough training, 
and need to commit to two Thursdays a month, from 
5:30-10:30 pm, for a year's time. Hard work, but it's worth it!

All volunteers need to pass a background check. Contact 
montrosegraceplace@gmail.com for an application.



Flowers in the Sanctuary
In Celebration of our 24th Anniversary!

~ Carolyn Gay & Annette Beall

  Financial Report    For the Week and YTD Ended November 7, 2010

Board Members on Duty

DeJuana Jernigan & Debbie Skelly

Board Minutes Available Upon Request.
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Janetta Ross
Imagine...REALITY 
Co-Chair

...REALITY
 
Thank you for your contributions to our Imagine 
Capital Campaign. Some of the results from your 
commitment have been...building improvements, 
audio/video expansion, life development offerings 
and debt reduction...but we're not done yet...

Please join us in the final phase of our Imagine...
REALITY Capital Campaign from now until December 
2011! There are several ways you can financially 
support the campaign...finish your initial pledge, make 
a new commitment for this segment or contribute to a 
specific project (see pledge card).

Prayerfully consider your part in our Imagine...
REALITY  Capital Campaign as we continue to 
dream...believe...give...live. 

Kecia Bullock
Imagine...REALITY 
Co-Chair

Tithes & Offerings & Capital Giving Attendance Week Ended YTD Total
YTD Average
Per Person

Amount Needed 530 $16,534.62 $744,057.69 $31.20

Amount Received 452 $19,335.56 $669,866.61 $29.16

Bottom Line: 
Did you know that it only takes an average of $31.20 per week per person to transform lives in our community? Currently, 
we are not receiving sufficient offerings to accomplish the 2010 ministry goals approved by the congregation. We manage 
our cash flow accordingly, but due to the budget variance, we are falling short of fulfilling our ministry vision. 

Ministry Plan for 2011 
Amount Needed                671       $21,762.54          $1,131,652.00   $32.43











♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
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Custom Painting and Design 



 

 



 

Front Door Restoration 

Pressure Washing 

Many Specialty Services Available 

High Standards/Friendly Service 

Free Estimates 

All Interior and Exterior Painting 

Color Consultation 

Sheetrock Repair/Custom Textures 

Accent Walls/Faux Finishes 

Nurseries/Murals 



Kara N. Poole 

How can YOU increase OUR Imagine Capaign Fund?
Here's how... 
Simply refer or use my services as your Realtor, to 
Buy or Sell a home. Once the transaction is complete 
a donation in your name will be made to the Imagine 
Campaign.     Together we can make a difference!

 Providing Spiritual 
Direction for individuals 

and groups at 
Resurrection MCC.

Sliding Scale fees available 
for Resurrection 

members and friends.
First session is free.
Cathleen Sheil, MA 

Certified Spiritual Director 
sacredjourney2@aol.com 

713-304-9913

YES WE CAN!
Please Support Our

Food Pantry

Non-perishables Needed:
Canned Meats, Vegetables, 

Fruit, Soup, Pasta, Rice, Beans, 
Spaghetti Sauce

Please drop off food donations 
into shopping cart in Welcome 

Area.

Food available by appointment
713-861-9149 x103

Wellness Center
at Resurrection MCC

LGBTQ Solutions for Living Well

Tammy S. Fountain, LPC, ATR-BC
832-863-8221
Children, Adolescents & Adults

Women's Group Psychotherapy
Focused on, but not limited to, the coming out process, 

improving self-esteem, identity clarification and 
establishing healthy relationships. 

Therapist: Tammy S. Fountain, LPC, ATR-BC
Call 832-863-8221 for an intake appointment.

Individual, family, and couples therapy available. Request MCC Rates. 

There is hope for change, 
empowerment and living 
authentically!
Connections: 
A 12-Session Psychoeducational 
Shame-Resilience Curriculum

Call Tammy at 
832-863-8221 
for more information

Course developed by Brene Brown, PhD, LMSW, researcher, 
educator & writer. Learn to identify and overcome shame through 
exercises, handouts and lecture.



9:00 am Sunday Worship / Rev. Dr. Cindi Love
10:15 am Fisher's Net Prayer Ministry  Chapel
10:30 am Children's Choir Rehearsal  Activities Building
10:45 am Youth Ministries Program Activities Building
11:00 am Sunday Worship / Rev. Dr. Cindi Love
12:30 pm Gold for God Gathering Place
1:30 pm HeavenSound Handbells Rehearsal Sanctuary

8:00 am Nonprofit Consulting Gathering Place
6:00 pm Fundraising Committee Meeting Gathering Place

8:00 am Nonprofit Consulting Gathering Place
7:00 pm Gospel Ensemble Rehearsal Music Room
7:00 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal                          Sanctuary 

8:00 am Nonprofit Consulting Gathering Place
6:00 pm The Chalice: Community Gathering  Activities Building
7:00 pm The Chalice: Braving the Book: Bible 101  Activities Building
7:00 pm The Chalice: Enneagram Activities Building

8:00 am Nonprofit Consulting Gathering Place

No Events Scheduled

9:30 am Soul Care For Servant-Ministry  Chapel
1:00 pm Praise Dancers Rehearsal  Sanctuary

9:00 am Sunday Worship / Rev. Carolyn Mobley
10:15 am Fisher's Net Prayer Ministry  Chapel
10:30 am Children's Choir Rehearsal  Activities Building
10:45 am Youth Ministries Program Activities Building
11:00 am Sunday Worship / Rev. Carolyn Mobley
12:30 pm Deck the Halls - Christmas Decorating Sanctuary
1:30 pm HeavenSound Handbells Rehearsal Music Room

THURSDAY              NOVEMBER 18

SATURDAY          OFFICE CLOSED      NOVEMBER 20

WEDNESDAY       NOVEMBER 17

TUESDAY                 NOVEMBER 16

MONDAY           NOVEMBER 15

SUNDAY             NOVEMBER 14

SUNDAY       NOVEMBER 21

This Week @
ResurrectionMCC.org

FRIDAY        OFFICE CLOSED     NOVEMBER 19


