January 3, 2010

Prelude		

Out4Joy Quartet
Oh my Lord What a Time

+ Our Community Gathers

Rev. Janice Ladd & Mark Eggleston

+ Exchange of Peace
Hymn

+ Invocation		

From many places
we gather here. This
is a high point of our
week. We see our
friends. We make
new friends. And we
spend time with The
Friend -- the loving
Christ who meets us
where we are, as we
are. In this Sanctuary
we worship and
through worship the
courage within us
is kindled to inspire
courageous living
beyond this place.

Go Tell it on the Mountain

+ Please rise in body or spirit.

We Gather

Rev. Mona Lopez

First Reading

Vickey Gibbs
Psalm 72:1-7

		Give the gift of wise rule to your anointed, O God, the gift of just rule to
your chosen. May the judge treat your people rightly, be honorable to your meek
and lowly. Let the mountains give exuberant witness; shape the hills with the
contours of right living. Please stand up for the poor, help the children of the
needy, come down hard on the cruel tyrants. Outlast the sun, outlive the moon
— age after age after age. Be rainfall on cut grass, earth-refreshing rain showers.
Let righteousness burst into blossom and peace abound until the moon fades
to nothing.

We Hear
the Word

The fourth agreement
is always do your best.
When you do your best
you learn to accept
yourself. But you have
to be aware and learn
from your mistakes.
Learning from your
mistakes means you
practice, look honestly
at the results, and
keep practicing.
This increases your
awareness. When you
do your best, you don’t
give the Judge the
opportunity to practice
guilt or blame. We look
at our agreements and
we ask : Am I being
impeccable with my
word – am I honoring
myself and others
with my speech? Am
I choosing not to take
things personally – do
I understand that my
beliefs and my choices
are all I need attend to,
and that the choices of
others indicate their
realities and not mine?
Am I asking questions
rather than making
assumptions – am I
open to seeing and
hearing beyond the
confines of my limited
internal reality? And
finally, am I doing my
best with the practice
of these agreements
– and where can I
attend to them with
increased honor for all
life? If I am learning
and practicing with
humility I can say, yes, I
am doing my best.
~ Adapted with
commentary from
The Four Agreements
by Don Miguel Ruiz

Response to the Word		
Thy Word is a Lamp Unto My Feet
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
When I feel afraid, think I've lost my way, still you're there right beside me,
and nothing will I fear as long as you are near.
Please be near me to the end.
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.

+

Second Reading				

DeJuana Jernigan
Mark 14:3-9

		Jesus was at Bethany, a guest of Simon the Leper. While he was eating dinner,
a woman came up carrying a bottle of very expensive perfume. Opening the
bottle, she poured it on his head. Some of the guests became furious among
themselves. "That's criminal! A sheer waste! This perfume could have been sold
for well over a year's wages and handed out to the poor." They swelled up in
anger, nearly bursting with indignation over her.
But Jesus said, "Let her alone. Why are you giving her a hard time? She
has just done something wonderfully significant for me. You will have the poor
with you every day for the rest of your lives. Whenever you feel like it, you
can do something for them. Not so with me. She did what she could when she
could—she pre-anointed my body for burial. And you can be sure that wherever
in the whole world the Message is preached, what she just did is going to be
talked about admiringly."
Anthem

Gospel Ensemble
Souled Out

Words & Music by Hezekiah Walker

Spiritual Encouragement			
Wisdom for the Spirit in 2010:
An Introduction to the Four Agreements
by Don Miguel Ruiz (Part II)
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Denise Junious
Aileen North
Anthony White

Response to the Message
Thy Word is a Lamp Unto My Feet
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Now I will not forget your love for me and yet my heart forever is wandering
Jesus, be my guide and hold me to your side, and I will love you to the end.
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Making Ministry Happen		

Elisa Vega-Burns
Board of Directors

Offertory

Out4Joy Quartet

We Listen

Out4Joy is dedicated
to keeping Southern
Gospel alive and to
continue being true to
the message of God's
unconditional love.
The quartet includes
Ken Martin, Kim
Wisdom, Kay Hale &
Doug Odle.

Alpha & Omega
Communion					

Rev. Elder Ken Martin

We Hear
the Word

Introduction to Communion
Words of Institution
Prayer of Consecration
Invitation to the Feast
Communion Songs
Word of God Speak
I'm finding myself at a loss for words and the funny thing is it's okay.
The last thing I need is to be heard but to hear what you would say.
Word of God speak. Would you pour down like rain?
Washing my eyes to see your majesty. To be still and know that You're in this place.
Please let me stay and rest in your holiness. Word of God speak.
I'm finding myself in the midst of you, beyond the music, beyond the noise.
All that I need is to be with you, and in the quiet hear your voice.
Word of God speak. Would you pour down like rain?
Washing my eyes to see your majesty. To be still and know that You're in this place.
Please let me stay and rest in your holiness.
Word of God speak. Would you pour down like rain?
Washing my eyes to see your majesty. To be still and know that You're in this place.
Please let me stay and rest in your holiness.
I'm finding myself at a loss for words and the funny thing is it's okay.
Here I am to Worship
Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness, Opened my eyes, let me see.
Beauty that made this heart adore you, Hope of a life spent with you.
Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down, Here I am to say that you're my God.
You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy, Altogether wonderful to me.
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Finally, in the Gospel
… discipleship is
often likened to
a kind of sharing,
which recalls the
light from the star
that shined on the
Christ child. Jesus
tells his disciples,
“You are the light of
the world … let your
light shine before
others, so that they
may see your good
works and give glory
to your [Heavenly
Parent].” That
disciples are called
to shine is important
to remember in the
season of Epiphany,
for now that Christ
has ascended and
the Spirit has been
given, we are the ones
through whom this
light shines forth.
~ William J. Danaher
Jr., Feasting on the
Word: Epiphany of the
Lord

Shine, Jesus Shine

We
Receive

Lord, the light of Your love is shining, In the midst of the darkness shining;
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, Set us free by the truth You now bring us;

All congregations in
MCC practice an
open communion.
We believe that
communion is a
visible sign of Christ's
presence and
God's grace that each
one of us, friend or
member, may receive.
Simply come forward
as the ushers direct.
During Communion
you will be offered
bread and cup with a
brief blessing.
We use grape juice for
the cup so that all may
participate.
If you desire a deeper
partnering in prayer
(intercessory prayer),
our Fishers Net Prayer
Ministry team is
available following
both services to
pray with you.
Receive God's
sufficient grace the gift of freedom
in God's love.

We Sing

Shine on me. Shine on me.
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with God's great glory;
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy;
Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light.
Lord, I come to Your awesome presence, From the shadows into Your radiance;
By your love I may enter Your brightness; Search me, try me, consume all my darkness;
Shine on me. Shine on me.
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with God's great glory;
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy;
Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light. Let there be light.
Arise, Shine
Arise, shine, for the Light is come. Arise, shine, for the light is come:
And the glory of the Lord is risen, the glory of the Lord is come,
The glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.
Arise, shine, for the Light is come. Arise, shine, for the Light is come:
And the glory of the Lord is risen, The glory of the Lord is come,
The glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.
Prayer of Thanksgiving			

+

Benediction			

+

Postlude		

Rev. Elder Ken Martin
Rev. Janice Ladd
Joel Hammett

We sing as a
body during the
distribution of the
elements. If you do
not wish to sing,
please be in an
attitude of prayer for
those who wish to
meditate during
this time.

We Go
Forth

God's love cannot
be contained within
the walls of this
Sanctuary. Take
the love of Christ
from this place
into your homes,
neighborhoods and
communities.
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Staff
Rev. Janice Ladd
Executive Pastor
RevJanice@ResurrectionMCC.org (x104)
Mark Eggleston
Director of Outreach
Mark@ResurrectionMCC.org (x106)
Craig Felderhoff
Director of Operations (Interim)
Craig@ResurrectionMCC.org (x102)
Rev. Kristen Klein-Cechettini
Director of Life Development
RevKristen@ResurrectionMCC.org (x107)

Welcome!

If you are attending Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church for the first time, we
are glad to have you here! We invite you to join us each week as we worship God and
learn more about Christian living in an inclusive way. All are welcome.
Make sure to visit the Concierge Desk, located in our Welcome Area, to receive
a gift from us. You will find friendly volunteer hosts waiting to greet you.

Worship Services
Resurrection MCC is proud to offer a variety in our worship services. Our two Sunday
services, at 9 & 11 am, are identical in form, however they contain different elements from
diverse religious traditions each week.

A Special Welcome to our First-Time Families!

Jason Wood
Director of Connections
Jason@ResurrectionMCC.org (x105)

Our nursery staff would love to meet you and your infants & children aged 1-3 years! The
nursery is located to the right of the Sanctuary entrance and is open during both the 9
am & 11 am services.

Joel Hammett
Organist & Accompanist

Children and youth aged 4-12 years are invited to join our Youth Ministries Program during
the 11 am service in the Activities Building (located across the breezeway from our main
parking lot). Sign-in begins at 10:45 am. All children must be registered and signed-in to
attend. Parents are welcome to join the children for Communion at 12 noon in the Activities
Building. Snack & sign-outs begin at 12:15 pm.

Rev. Mona Lopez
Volunteer Staff Clergy
RevMona@ResurrectionMCC.org
Debbie Mansfield
Nursery Coordinator
Sara Navarro
Graphic Artist
Joel Palomares
Youth Ministries Program Coordinator
Joel@ResurrectionMCC.org
Steven Ponder
Sanctuary Choir Director

About Us…
Resurrection MCC is a Christian church with a primary outreach to the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, and queer community. We are a part of the Universal Fellowship of
Metropolitan Community Churches, founded by Rev.Troy D. Perry in Los Angeles, California
on October 6, 1968.
Metropolitan Community Churches are on a bold mission to transform hearts, lives, and
history. We are a movement that faithfully proclaims God's inclusive love for all people
and proudly bears witness to the holy integration of spirituality and sexuality. Because of
our faith we are called to: do justice, show kindness, and live humbly with God (Micah 6:8);
explore life's questions with open hearts and minds; raise our voices in sacred defiance
against exclusion, whether religious, political or systemic; reach out to those with no hope;
equip new generations of remarkable, far-reaching spiritual activists.

Anthony White
Gospel Ensemble Pianist

The Mission of Resurrection MCC is to demonstrate God's unconditional love to
all people through Christian action.

Cassandra White
Gospel Ensemble Director
Cassandra@ResurrectionMCC.org

The Vision of Resurrection MCC is to ATTRACT people into a relationship with
God through radical INCLUSION into God's family, transform them to Christ-like
MATURITY, and MOBILIZE them for their life purpose.

Jim Winslett
HeavenSound Handbells Director
Jose I. Zuniga
Facilities Technician
Jose@ResurrectionMCC.org

Worship
Sunday, 9 & 11 am / Wednesday, 6:30 pm
Children & Youth Worship
Sunday, 11 am
Nursery
Sunday, 9 & 11 am

Resurrection MCC

2025 West 11th St, Houston, Texas 77008
Phone 713-861-9149 / Fax 713-861-2520
www.ResurrectionMCC.org

At Resurrection MCC, every member and friend is a minister of the church.
We envision a Christian community that values diversity and is as diverse and
all-encompassing as creation. Through salvation, service, study, and tithing, each
member and friend will live and grow in faith and be spiritually fed. To that end,
we embrace five core beliefs:
We believe in God's unconditional love for everyone.
We believe in the saving grace of Jesus Christ and the empowering presence of the Holy
Spirit.
		
We believe in including everyone and excluding no one.
We believe in joyfully providing access to Christ-centered
spiritual nourishment and Biblical truths.
We believe that each of us will discover our spirituality
through active participation in the work of God and in
the pursuit of health, wholeness, and justice for everyone.
Again, welcome!
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The Chalice

Offering One
LIVING THE QUESTIONS II

opening . . . receiving . . . offering
Life in Fullness

Open to All

january 6 - february 10

Wednesdays

Living the Questions is an exciting, intellectually rigorous,
video-based conversation exploring Christianity in the
new millennium. Encouraging questions and unsettling
answers, this series is for engaged seekers desiring authentic
engagement with the Christian faith. Segments include
conversations with leading Christian scholars and ministers,
sermon and lecture clips, digital stories illustrating aspects
of an evolving faith, and concrete spiritual practices and
disciplines. This season we will consider such topics as:
Jesus as Prophet; The Myth of Redemptive Violence; and
Reclaiming Faith. This series facilitated by members of the
Spiritual Growth and Education Team can be experienced as
independent segments or as an ongoing conversation.

The Promise of the Cup:
Seeking the Presence of God
we become that which we seek.

Community Gathering
6:00 - 6:30 pm | Activities Building
bring a brown bag or enjoy a light snack
while you meet new friends.

Wednesday Worship

Offering Two		

6:30 - 7:00 pm | Activities Building
spiritual encouragement, song, and prayer

Open to All

SOUL EXPRESSIONS

Life Development Offerings

january 6 - february 10

7:00 - 8:30 pm | Activities Building
three classes, many paths . . .
where will you journey?

Through the ages, people have expressed their feelings
and thoughts about the Divine in a multitude of ways – in
words, pictures, music, dance, ritual, and so on. In this
series of classes we will explore the expressions of the
human soul in our Christian tradition through two of
those avenues – writing and visual arts. In each session,
we will experience a selection of the work of a particular
writer or artist . We will have an opportunity to respond
through drawing, writing, and sharing in groups, or a
combination of these. Our own art and writing will be
based not on any external rules or standards, but on the
needs of our own souls – to reach out to our fellow humans
and to our God. NO PREVIOUS ART OR WRITING
EXPERIENCE IS REQUIRED. Please join us for any or all
of these 6 sessions. Art supplies and paper will be provided.
Facilitated by Spiritual Director Cathleen Sheil.

A Sip from The Chalice
Spiritual Deepening Practice

From The Four Agreements:
Don’t take anything personally - Nothing others do is because of
you. What others say and do is a projection of their own reality,
their own dream. When you are immune to the opinions and
actions of others, you won’t be the victim of needless suffering.
From the Gospel of Matthew:
Do not judge so that you will not be judged. For in the way you
judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will
be measured to you.

Offering Three
THE FOUR AGREEMENTS

Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls
before swine, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn
and tear you to pieces.

Open to All

january 6 - february 10

And whatever city or village you enter, inquire who is worthy in
it, and stay at his house until you leave that city. As you enter the
house, give it your greeting. If the house is worthy, give it your
blessing of peace. But if it is not worthy, take back your blessing of
peace. Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you
go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet.

With the practice of The Four Agreements
we free ourselves from the chaos and
conflict which arises when our thoughts,
feelings and actions are at odds with our
spiritual intentions. Very simply, we ask
ourselves: Am I honoring myself and others
with my word? Do I take responsibility for
my beliefs and my choices, and understand
that the choices of others indicate their
realities and not mine? Am I open to
seeing and hearing beyond the confines of my personal
perceptions? Where can I increase my attention to these
practices and thus my honor for all life? Living with greater
harmony, freedom and integrity is the intention and the
result of these practices. Join us!
Co-facilitated by Denise Junious, Spiritual Growth &
Education Team Lead, and Vickey Gibbs, Student in
Ministry.

Read these passages through with openness, curiosity.
Note your reflections.
Consider someone with whom you feel negatively engaged:
resentment or judgment or fear or something like these is
complicating your relationship. What insight might your reflection
hold for you in this situation?
Take a walk for 5 minutes simply repeating, “I am truly doing by
best right now, and I am good enough … I am truly doing by best
right now, and I am good enough … I am truly doing by best right
now, and I am good enough..."
Affirm freedom from judgment in your relationship to yourself and
with others throughout the day. Live forth harmony and integrity.
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New Members' Class

Pastoral Search
Committee
Town Hall Meeting

Saturday, January 9

9 am - 12 noon
Chapel / Breakfast Served

TODAY!
12:30 pm, Sanctuary

Join us to discuss the mission, vision, and

values of Resurrection MCC, to discover
our connection to the world through
our affiliation with the Metropolitan
Community Churches, and to join
this family of faith in purpose,
service, and fellowship!

The Pastoral Search
Committee, joined by Rev.
Elder Ken Martin, will present
information on the pastoral
transition process for our
next Senior Pastor. We'll be
discussing how church size
plays a role in this process, as
well as presenting an initial
pastoral search timeframe. A
time for questions will be held
following the presentation.

To register, contact Jason Wood,
Jason@ResurrectionMCC.org
or 713-861-9149 x105.
Download the Spiritual Gifts Assessment
from www.ResurrectionMCC.org

Information packets detailing
the pastoral search process
and timeline are available at
all Sanctuary entrances.

Fishers Net Prayer Ministry:
A Dialogue with God

Legacy Tree Donations
Please consider donating towards
the planting of memorial trees at
Resurrection MCC. These memorial
trees will help beautify our campus
and provide ecological benefits
while honoring our loved ones.
Contact Craig Felderhoff at Craig@
ResurrectionMCC.org for pricing and
more information.

New Years Resolution time . . . or is it? Yes, we are within a new year and
as we turn the page within our calendar lives, what else has changed?
We hear over and over again it is time for a new Resolution, a time to
change and a time to start something new, throw away the negative
factors and detractors in our lives and become a better person. God
has given us a wonderful opportunity to start anew each day and we
do not have to wait upon a chronological date change. God gives us
the opportunity to receive and give forgiveness through communication
– through Prayer with God. There are countless scriptural directions
on the subject of forgiveness and the consequences of not giving and
receiving forgiveness. From 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, God
is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.” Now what a way to start the New Year!!! Clean, fresh
and anew.
Dear Creator and Sustainer God, This day I intend to forgive myself
of past transgressions. This day I request help to modify my behavior
and attitude towards the past, in order to live in the moment with you
guiding my life. Today and now, I forgive those who have treated me
wrong. Today and now, I ask forgiveness for the times I have treated you
and others wrong. Dear Lord, I acknowledge my wrongs and with this
acknowledgment, I intend to change from within. Thank you, oh God,
thank you. Amen
Send your petitions and intentions to Prayers@ResurrectionMCC.org.
Postings are published each week in a Prayers & Praises email, where
others around the country are praying collectively with you. To sign up
for Prayers & Praises alerts, simply open the most recent Mobilizer and
click on “Update profile / Email Address” at the bottom of the Mobilizer.
Then make sure the box next to “Prayers & Praises” is checked. Click
Save Profile Changes.
The Fishers Net Prayer Ministry is available for you in the Chapel
between services and at the Alter after the 11 am service.
Growing stronger in Christ and realizing our Prayers together.
~ Fishers Net Prayer Ministry ~

Equality Ministry
Meeting
Monday, January 11
6:30 pm, Gathering Place
Join our new team lead,
Ryan Rolston, as we discuss
recent accomplishments
and exciting upcoming activities!
Questions or to Sign up:
Equality@ResurrectionMCC.org
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Get Connected to a First
Impressions Ministry
Concierge Desk

Wendy Hand
Concierge@ResurrectionMCC.org
Do you like to help people feel welcome and included?
We need loving, warm and friendly people to serve at
the Concierge Desk, located in the Gathering place,
before and after both Sunday Worship Services! This
desk helps welcome new friends, provide them with
a free gift, and help them get connected.

A Ministry Both Deep and Wide:
Communion & Prayer in Worship
After a lengthy time of discernment regarding how best to
support congregational growth and maturity with respect
to the understanding and practice of communion, we
will be introducing a Prayer Ministry element during the
service of communion in 2010.

Inspirations Coffee Cafe & Gift Shop
Ana Tarver
Inspirations@ResurrectionMCC.org
Looking for new friendly faces and volunteers for
this ministry! Provide outstanding customer service
in an atmosphere of fellowship for people to make
connections.

Understanding and honoring the distinction between the
sacrament of communion and the practice of intercessory
prayer fosters maturation from human-centered to
Christ-centered communion liturgy. Humility and personal
relationship with Christ are supported by a communion
practice which is centered on the bread and the cup –
the offering of Christ in the liturgy of the table. That said,
healing and uplifting through intercessory prayer – one
person praying over another person or on another person’s
behalf – is a powerful ministry of the Holy Spirit, distinct
from the liturgy of communion. We hope to honor both
gifts – Christ in communion, the Holy Spirit in intercessory
prayer – more intentionally and specifically.

Second Family Care Partners

Kristia Ammerman
SecondFamily@ResurrectionMCC.org
This care team acts as extended family and friends,
offering emotional, practical, and spiritual support.
Meets for lunch first Sundays of the month at 12:30 pm.

Ushers

Dave Mathis
Ushers@ResurrectionMCC.org
We need ushers for 9 & 11 am Sunday Worship
Services. Teams serve one service (either 9 or 11 am)
each month. Remember, "No one is JUST an usher."

Beginning January 10, identified Prayer Ministers will be
available during Communion to provide intercessory
prayer. They will be located near the Side Altar, to the
right of the Chancel in the Sanctuary. Communion Servers
will offer the sacrament of the bread and cup of Christ
with a blessing while those desiring intercessory prayer
will proceed to the Prayer Ministers; ushers will assist as
necessary. Additional opportunity for prayer partnering
with Prayer Ministers will be available following the 9 am
service in the Chapel, and following the 11 am service by
the Side Altar.

Welcome Team

Donna McRoberts
Welcome@ResurrectionMCC.org
Do you like helping people feel special and welcome the
moment they arrive to the church?
We want to welcome people to the church and
help them get to where they need to go. Team
members are positioned at every door and sidewalk,
greeting people with a smile and kind word, offering
directions or answering questions.

This is an exciting time to become a part of worship in
a special way! If you have ever felt the stirring to share
Christ with others through a simple blessing with bread
and cup, now would be a wonderful time to say “Yes!” and
become a Communion Server. In addition, if you feel called
to enter into prayer over or for your brothers and sisters
in worship, please join our new Prayer Ministers group.
Contact Rev. Kristen at RevKristen@ResurrectionMCC.
org to find out more about serving as part of the Altar
Ministry!

If you have questions or would like to
join any of these teams, email the team
lead (listed above) or contact Jason
Wood at Jason@ResurrectionMCC.org
or 832-971-0354.
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Why Become
a Legacy Giver?
• To stimulate our worship

experience through audio/visual enhancements.
• To forge new friendships through a revitalized,
enlarged Welcome Center.
• To design a space that will transform lives by
converting the Activities Building into the Life
Development Center.
• To create committed leaders for tomorrow
through expanded children and youth programs.
• To inspire adults to vitality and wholeness
through increased education, wellness,
community involvement, and spiritual growth
opportunities.
• To reach millions with the Would Jesus
Discriminate? billboard and marketing campaign.
• To impact the lives of those oppressed through
further partnerships with organizations focused
on social justice.
• To create financial health and long-term stability
through increased payments on our debt.

As We Transition

As we prepare ourselves for the changes and transitions we
will undergo together in 2010, the Board of Directors wants
to share with you an update on our transition process.
On November 14, Rev. Elder Lillie Brock met with the
Board of Directors and the Executive Team. This retreat,
planned months in advance with an anticipated focus on the
relevance of church size, provided us with an opportunity to
discuss the future of Resurrection MCC.We were extremely
blessed to have Rev. Elder Brock's expertise available to
us regarding our transition and pastoral search. Rev. Elder
Brock recommended that our congregation would best be
served by moving forward utilizing our existing staff, rather
than calling in an Interim Pastor. As such, Rev. Janice and
Rev. Kristen will deliver our Spiritual Encouragement each
Sunday. Assistance from MCC clergy and other guests will
be used as needed. Prioritizing use of our own clergy and
staff supports continuity and continued momentum as
Resurrection responds to the Spirit's leading during this
season.
Regarding the questions which have been posed about the
pastoral search process, our established Church structure
provides us with a representative democracy; our members
have elected a Board of Directors to serve and represent
the entire body. In response to the recommendation and
guidance of our denominational elders, the Pastoral Search
Committee will make use of our existing representative
democracy as it calls forward the five members of the Board
of Directors whose terms continue through the whole of
2010: Karla Johnson, Debbie Skelly, Elisa Vega-Burns, Mary
Wagner, and Wayne Wiggins. In addition, Mark Eggleston
and Jason Wood will represent the Executive Team on the
Pastoral Search Committee.
Congregational participation is critical in this process. As
such, the Pastoral Search Committee invites you to attend
a town hall meeting on Sunday, January 3, immediately
following our 11 am service. The purpose of this meeting
is for the Pastoral Search Committee to listen directly
to your requests and concerns, as well as to answer any
questions you have regarding this process. Each voice in our
community of faith matters a great deal to us and we hope
you will attend.
We are committed to an expedient and thorough executive
search process. Please pray with us as we discern which
candidate to present for congregational vote.
During this time of transition and opportunity, we ask for
your continued support of Resurrection ministries. Your
faithful attendance and consistent giving will be crucial to
our church. As God moves among us, let us remember
that God has great plans for our church and is caring for
us on this journey. Together we can make 2010 a year to
remember: a year of spiritual maturity and grace.

Commitment cards may be picked up at
The Concierge Desk and Sanctuary entrances.
Please return in offering basket or by mail.

LOVE MAKES A FAMILY:
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender
People and Their Families
A touring photo-text exhibit created by the award-winning Family Diversity Projects.
Photos by Gigi Kaeser and interviews edited by Peggy Gillespie.

On display now
in Wellness Center & Gathering Place
Photographs by Gigi Kaeser depict a variety of gay,
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people and their families
of all races in familiar family settings. The photos are
accompanied by text edited by Peggy Gillespie from indepth interviews she conducted with each family member
— including children like Liza—who speak candidly about
their lives, their relationships, and the ways in which they
cope with the realities of prejudice,
bias, and intolerance on
“A family is a bunch of people, or not so many, who love each other.”
—Liza Styles, age 7
a day-to-day basis.
Sponsored by Resurrection Wellness Center
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LGBTQ Solutions for Living Well
Professional Services Provided at
Resurrection MCC Wellness Center

'Tis the Season of Giving
2009 has been a difficult year for us all. The severe
recession has impacted us financially, emotionally, and
to a certain extent, spiritually. Many of us have not
only lost jobs, income and the value of our savings
and investments, but also the sense of confidence and
faith we had when things were stable and growing.
Understandably, when faith is challenged, an institution
such as Resurrection MCC, which is supported by
faith-inspired giving, experiences a reduction in giving.

There is hope for change, empowerment
and living authentically!

Connections:
A 12-Session Psychoeducational Shame
Resilience Curriculum
Facilitated by Tammy S. Fountain, LPC, ATR-BC
Call 832-863-8221
Course developed by Brene Brown, PhD,
LMSW, researcher, educator & writer. Learn
to identify and overcome shame through
exercises, handouts and lecture.
In order to provide a safe place for
discussion and healing from experiences unique to people
of sexual orientation or gender identity difference,
group limited to LGBTQ participants.

In the face of such reality, we have taken the painful, but
prudent, course of reducing our expenses substantially.
We have rethought just about every aspect of our
operation—from our open hours to the way we use
and maintain space to the size of our staff and breadth
of our programs.You should expect no less of us.
On the other hand, I hope you’ll agree with me that it
is exactly our faith that enables us to see true priorities
and to continue to be the generous and adventurous
spiritual home we believe God is calling us to be.We’re
still open for prayer, worship and loving service most
days of the year. We put the worship of God at the
very heart of our open house of God. We offer the
highest quality music, Sunday after Sunday. We teach
the faith and study together in several settings every
week. Our population of families with children—and
the support we offer them—is growing. We serve
increasing numbers of the poor and underserved
with our food pantry. To make all that possible with a
reduced budget requires staff and volunteers to work
harder and smarter. And they do.

Women's Group Now Forming
Mondays, 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Therapist: Tammy S. Fountain, LPC, ATR-BC
Call 832-863-8221
Adolescent Group
Psychotherapy
Saturdays, 12:00 - 1:15 pm
Therapist: Tammy S.
Fountain, LPC, ATR-BC
Call 832-863-8221

However, there is only so much all this change and
hard work can support. So, I ask you to do three
things, as acts of faith:

New Men's Group Therapy
The Gentlemen's Club
Are you stressed out, worried, or
depressed? Struggling to balance a job and
a family without everything falling apart?
This group provides a safe space to talk
about issues affecting men today, ranging
from relationships/family issues, financial/
job related stress, depression, anxiety, grief,
and major life changes.

• Pray as often as you can for the mission and faithful
integrity of Resurrection MCC.
• Come when you can—to Sunday worship, above
all, or to a weekday service or class or volunteer
opportunity.
• Please make a year-end gift above and beyond your
usual weekly or monthly contribution.

$40 per group.
Group open, space limited.
Mondays, 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Call Michael at 713-446-8034

Congregation, we need your prayers. We need your
presence. We need your financial support. In that
order.

Therapist: Michael Mann, LCSW

Wishing you a blessed holiday season,

Individual, family, and couples therapy available.
Request MCC Rates.
Michael Mann, LCSW / 713-446-8034
Adolescents & Adults

Elisa J.Vega-Burns
Treasurer, Board of Directors

Tammy S. Fountain, LPC, ATR-BC / 832-863-8221
Children, Adolescents & Adults
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Providing Spiritual
Direction for individuals
and groups at
Resurrection MCC.
Sliding Scale fees available
for Resurrection
members and friends.
First session is free.
Cathleen Sheil, MA
Certified Spiritual Director
sacredjourney2@aol.com
713-304-9913

Care for our environment
by recycling
newspapers,
magazines, catalogs
and junk mail in the
containers in our
parking lot. We now
have two collection
bins as this program
grows.We receive
cash based on the
weight collected.

Stewardship Thought for the Week

Always bear in mind that your resolution to succeed
is more important than any one thing.
~ Abraham Lincoln

Board Members on Duty

Flowers in the Sanctuary
Consider donating flowers in memory of a loved one
or to celebrate a special day.
Sign up on the Flower Chart in the Welcome Area.

Karla Johnson & Vicki Hopper
Board Minutes Available Upon Request.

General Fund Financial Report		
Tithes & Offerings
		
12/27/09 9:00 am		
75
12/27/09 11:00 am		
346
12/23/09 6:30 pm		
18
12/24/09 Special Services		
428
Online Giving			
Other Contributions
Total			
867
Other General Fund Income		
		 Fundraising			
		 Miscellaneous
		 Total Received		
Projected Need per Budget
Total Exceeded Need / (Did Not Meet Need)
Total Imagine Capital Campaign

Week Ending December 27, 2009

Year
Week
$1,426.00 $162,271.89
$5,760.65 $328,029.85
$4,584.32
$10.00
$18,290.77
$12,064.87
$70,938.59
$1,485.00
$7,379.20 $144,146.42
$28,125.72 $728,261.84
$15.00
$195.00
$28,335.72
$17,653.85
$10,681.87
$3,245.00

$4,132.65
$62,538.62
$794,933.11
$865,861.54
($70,928.43)
$113,388.74
11

$865,861.54
$794,933.11
$746,868.45

This Week @
ResurrectionMCC.org
SUNDAY
8:00 am
9:00 am
10:15 am
10:45 am
11:00 am
12:30 pm
1:30 pm

JANUARY 3
Adeste Praise Band Rehearsal		
Sanctuary
Sunday Worship / Members of Gospel Ensemble
Fisher's Net Prayer Ministry (Everyone Welcome) Chapel
Youth Ministries Program
Activities Building
Sunday Worship / Members of Gospel Ensemble
PSC Town Hall Meeting (see ad, p. 7)
Sanctuary
HeavenSound Handbells Rehearsal		
Music Room

MONDAY				 OFFICE CLOSED

JANUARY 4

No Events Scheduled
TUESDAY
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

JANUARY 5

Krewe of Olympus Rehearsal
Gospel Ensemble Rehearsal		
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

WEDNESDAY		
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

		

The Chalice: Community Gathering
The Chalice: Wednesday Worship
The Chalice: Four Agreements		
The Chalice: Living the Questions II		
The Chalice: Soul Expressions		

THURSDAY			

Activities Building
Music Room
Sanctuary
JANUARY 6
Activities Building
Activities Building
Activities Building
Activities Building
Activities Building
JANUARY 7

No Events Scheduled
FRIDAY				

OFFICE CLOSED

JANUARY 8

No Events Scheduled
SATURDAY
9:00 am
10:00 am
SUNDAY
8:00 am
9:00 am
10:15 am
10:45 am
11:00 am
12:30 pm

OFFICE CLOSED

New Members Class (see ad, p. 7)		
Creating a Life That Matters (FULL)

JANUARY 9
Chapel
Gathering Place
JANUARY 10

Adeste Praise Band Rehearsal		
Sanctuary
Sunday Worship / Rev. Janice Ladd
Fisher's Net Prayer Ministry (Everyone Welcome) Chapel
Youth Ministries Program
Activities Building
Sunday Worship / Rev. Janice Ladd
Worship Planning Meeting
Music Room

