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We Prepare
�e prelude is 

designed to set the 
tone for the worship 
service. It is also an 
o�ering from one of 
our gifted musicians. 
Many wish to listen 

and meditate 
during this time.

We Worship
Edward Mote, who 
wrote the text for 

this hymn, is credited 
with being the �rst 

to use the term 
"gospel hymn." Mote 
was apprenticed to 
a cabinet maker as 
a young man, but 

later became a pastor 
and wrote more 

than one hundred 
hymns during his 

lifetime. �e tune was 
composed by William 
Bradbury speci�cally 

for this text.
�e text was designed 
as a series of couplets, 

in which each pair 
of ideas has some 

relationship, followed 
by a refrain. �is is the 
format used by many 
gospel hymn writers 

since Mote’s time. �e 
metaphor of the rock, 
which appears in the 

refrain, relates to 
more than 100 biblical 

passages, from the 
rock that gave water 
to the Israelites, to 

references to the stone 
that was rejected by 

the builders.

+ Please rise in body or spirit.
'

Prelude						      Steven Couch, organ
Prelude in a "Classic Style"

By Gordon Young

Our Community Gathers	 Rev. Dwayne Johnson & Rev. Janice Ladd

Exchange of Peace				  

Processional Hymn				    SOLID ROCK
My Hope Is Built

Invocation	 Rev. Janice Ladd

'

'
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We Hear 
the Word
�is is a lengthy 

personal narrative, 
modeled on the 

example of Christ. 
Paul �rst lists his 

credentials for high 
status according 
to the �esh, then 

announces that he no 
longer exploits this 
status. Indeed, he 

would willingly share 
in Christ’s su�ering 

in order to gain 
Christ and the power 

of his resurrection. 
Paul thus presents 
himself as a model 
of conformity to 

the Christological 
paradigm and can 

therefore urge 
imitation of 

that example.

We 
Worship

Rosa Martha Zarate 
Macias wrote 

this hymn for her 
Mexican People 

and other Pueblos 
deprived of their 
homeland, those 
whom the Great 
Spirit calls to be 

prophets, men and 
women of courage, 

responsible for 
constructing the 

new society based in 
justice and love.

Epistle Reading		  Jerry Reitz (9 am)
Terry Smith (11 am)

Philippians 3:4b-14

		If anyone else has reason to be con�dent in the �esh, I have more: circumcised 
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

	Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have su�ered the loss of all things, 
and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in 
him; not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that 
comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want 
to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his su�erings 
by becoming like him in death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead.

	Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, 
I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting 
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Call to Prayer			 
	

Prayer for Justice & Peace		  Rev. Kristen Klein-Cechettini

Gospel Reading			   Rev. Janice Ladd 
Matthew 21:33-46

	"Here is another parable. �ere was once a man, a wealthy farmer, who planted 
a vineyard. He fended it, dug a winepress, put up a watchtower, then turned it over 
to the farmhands and went o� on a trip. When it was time to harvest the grapes, 
he sent his servants back to collect his pro�ts.

'
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We Hear 
the Word
�is parable uses 

allegory to interpret 
Jerusalem’s fall in 70 
CE as punishment 

for the leaders’ 
unfaithfulness. As 
the leaders answer 

the questions in 
the parable they 
pronounce their 

own penalty.

We Listen
�is anthem is an 

arrangement of the 
hymn by Isaac Watts. 

It is traditionally 
used during Lent. 
However, the text 
speaks of the cross 

and then shares with 
us the writer’s very 
personal expression 
of gratitude that the 

death of Christ on the 
cross revealed. �e 

hymn climaxes in the 
last part of the fourth 

stanza. Possibly no 
hymnic lines have 
been more quoted 

than "love so amazing, 
so divine, demands 

my soul, my life, 
my all."

"�e farmhands grabbed the �rst servant and beat him up. �e next one they 
murdered. �ey threw stones at the third but he got away. �e owner tried again, 
sending more servants. �ey got the same treatment. �e owner was at the end 
of his rope. He decided to send his son. ’Surely,’ he thought, ’they will respect 
my son.’ 	But when the farmhands saw the son arrive, they rubbed their hands in 
greed. ’�is is the heir! Let’s kill him and have it all for ourselves.’ �ey grabbed 
him, threw him out, and killed him.

	"Now, when the owner of the vineyard arrives home from his trip, what do 
you think he would do to the farmhands?" "He’ll kill them - a rotten bunch, and 
good riddance," they answered. "�en he’ll assign the vineyard to farmhands who 
will hand over the pro�ts when it’s time." Jesus said, "Right - and you can read it 
for yourselves in the scriptures: �e stone that the masons threw out is now the 
cornerstone. �is is God’s work; we rub our eyes, we can hardly believe it!

	"�is is the way it is with you. God’s dominion will be taken back from you 
and handed over to a people who will live out a dominion life. Whoever stumbles 
on this Stone gets shattered; whoever the Stone falls on gets smashed." When the 
religious leaders heard this story, they knew it was aimed at them. �ey wanted 
to arrest Jesus and put him in jail, but intimidated by public opinion, they held 
back. Most people held him to be a prophet of God.

Anthem		  Sanctuary Choir

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
By Allen Pote

Spiritual Encouragement	 Rev. Dwayne Johnson

Would Jesus Discriminate?
Radical A�rmation

Making Ministry Happen			   Rev. Mona Lopez 

	 O�ertory				    Steven Couch
�e Prayer of St. Francis

By Allen Pote

Communion			   Rev. Mona Lopez
	 One:		 God be with you.
	 All:			 And also with you.
	 One:		 Lift up your hearts.
	 All:			 We lift them up to God.
	 One:		 Let us give thanks to God.
	 All:			 It is right to give thanks and praise.

	 Sanctus
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We 
Receive

All Congregations in 
MCC practice an 

open communion.
We believe that 
communion is a 

visible sign of Christ’s 
presence and 

God’s grace that each 
one of us, visitor, 

friend, or member, 
may receive.

Simply come forward 
as the ushers direct. 

We use grape juice for 
the cup. After you are 
served you will receive 

a blessing from the 
server. If you are in 

need of further prayer, 
our Fisher’s Net 

Prayer Ministry team 
is available following 

both services to 
pray with you.

We Sing
We sing as a body 

during the distribution 
of the elements. If 
you do not wish to 

sing, please be in an 
attitude of prayer for 

those who wish to 
meditate during 

this time.

God, open us to 
your living presence 
through your life at 

this table.

Receive the living 
grace of this spiritual 

nourishment.

Music During Communion

Change My Heart, O God
Change my heart, O God, make it every true.
Change my heart, O God, may I be like you.

You are the Potter; I am the clay.
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray.

Words & Music by Eddie Espinosa
' 1982 Mercy Publishing
CCLI License #1025612

You Are My All in All
You are my strength when I am weak,

You are the treasure that I seek, you are my all in all.
Seeking you as a precious jewel,

Lord, to give up I’d be a fool. You are my all in all.
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name.
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is your name.

Taking my sin, my cross, my shame,
Rising again I bless your name. You are my all in all.

When I fall down, you pick me up;
When I am dry, you �ll my cup. You are my all in all! (Chorus)

Words & Music by Dennis Jernigan
' 1990 Shepherd’s Heart Music

CCLI License #1025612

Cares Chorus
I cast all my cares upon you,

I lay all of my burdens down at your feet.
And anytime that I don’t know what to do,

I will cast all my cares upon you.
Words & Music Kelly Willard

' 1978 Maranatha! Music
CCLI License #1025612

It Is Well with My Soul
When peace like a river attendeth my way when sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, "It is well, it is well with my soul."
It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul!

Words by Horatio Spa�ord, Music by Philip Bliss
�is arrangement by Steven D. Couch, ' Cathedral of Hope

CCLI License #1025612

Prayer of �anksgiving			   Rev. Janice Ladd

Benediction			   Rev. Dwayne Johnson

Postlude		  Steven Couch

' 

' 

' 
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Welcome!
If you are visiting Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church for the þrst 
time, we are glad to have you here! We invite you to join us each week as we 
worship God and learn more about Christian living in an inclusive way. All are 
welcome.

Make sure to visit the Concierge Desk, located next to Inspirations, our 
coffee café and gift shop, to receive a gift from us. You will þnd friendly 
volunteer hosts waiting to greet you.

Worship Services
Resurrection MCC is proud to offer a variety in our worship services. Our two 
Sunday services, at 9 & 11 am, are identical in form, however they contain different 
elements from diverse religious traditions each week.

About Us…
Resurrection MCC is a Christian church with a primary outreach to the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer community. We are a part of the Universal 
Fellowship of Metropolitan Community 
Churches, founded by Rev. Troy D. Perry in 
Los Angeles, California on October 6, 1968. 
Metropolitan Community Churches are on 
a bold mission to transform hearts, lives, and 
history. We are a movement that faithfully 
proclaims God's inclusive love for all people, 
and proudly bears witness to the holy 
integration of spirituality and sexuality.

	 The Mission of Resurrection MCC is to demonstrate God's 			 
	 unconditional 	love to all people through Christian action.

	 The Vision of Resurrection MCC is to ATTRACT people into a 
		 relationship with God through radical INCLUSION into God's family, 		
		 transform them to Christ-like MATURITY, and MOBILIZE them 		
	 for their 	life purpose.

At Resurrection MCC, every member and friend is a minister of the church. 
We envision a Christian community that values diversity and is as diverse and 
all-encompassing as creation. Through salvation, service, study, and tithing, each 
member and friend will live and grow in faith and be spiritually fed. To that end, 
we embrace þve core beliefs:

	 We believe in God's unconditional love for everyone.

	 We believe in the saving grace of Jesus Christ and the 	 empowering 		
	 presence 	of the Holy Spirit.
			 
	 We believe in including everyone and excluding no one.

	 We believe in joyfully providing access to Christ-centered spiritual 		
	 nourishment 	and Biblical truths.

	 We believe that each of us will discover our spirituality through active 		
		 participation in the work of God and in the 	pursuit of health, wholeness, and 	
	 justice for everyone. 
		
	 Again, welcome!

Staff

Rev. Dwayne Johnson 
Senior Pastor

RevDwayne@ResurrectionMCC.org (x101)

Rev. Janice Ladd 
Executive Pastor

RevJanice@ResurrectionMCC.org (x104)

Steven Couch 
Director of Worship

Steven@ResurrectionMCC.org (x109)

Mark Eggleston 
Director of Outreach

Mark@ResurrectionMCC.org  (x106)

Rev. Kristen Klein-Cechettini
Director of Life Development

RevKristen@ResurrectionMCC.org  (x107)

Jason Wood 
Director of Connections

Jason@ResurrectionMCC.org  (x105)

Joel Hammett
Organist

Ken Thompson
Audio / Visual Director

Anthony White
Gospel Ensemble Pianist 

Cassandra White 
Gospel Ensemble Director

Jim Winslett
HeavenSound Handbells Director

Volunteer Staff Clergy 

Rev. Bernie Barbour
RevBernie@ResurrectionMCC.org

Rev. Rick Elliott 

Rev. Mona Lopez
RevMona@ResurrectionMCC.org

Worship

Sunday, 9:00 am & 11:00 am 

Children & Youth Worship
Sunday, 11:00 am

Nursery
Sunday, 9:00 am & 11:00 am

Resurrection 
Metropolitan Community Church

2025 West 11th St, Houston, Texas 77008
Phone 713-861-9149 / Fax 713-861-2520

www.ResurrectionMCC.org




